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SECTION A ï PROCEDURAL MATTERS  

¶ Open 
 
Mayor, Cr Les McPhee assumed the chair and declared the meeting open at 5pm. 
 
 

¶ Acknowledgement of Country 
 
Mayor, Cr Les McPhee read the Acknowledgement to Country. 
 
 

¶ Prayer 
 
Cr Norton read the prayer. 
 
 

¶ Apologies  
  
Note: Acting CEO, Brett Luxford advised Dean Miller (CEO) is currently away at this 
time. 
 
Recommendations 
 
That the apologies be accepted. 
 
 

¶ Confirmation of Minutes  
 

1) Ordinary Meeting held on 10 June 2014 
 
1/14 Motion 

MOVED Cr Norton 

 

That the minutes be confirmed. 
 

SECONDED Cr Crowe 

The Motion was put and CARRIED 
 

¶ Declarations of Conflict of Interest 
 
Cr Adamson ï Report B.14.39 Planning Scheme Amendment Request ï C58 Land ï 
Swan Hill South West Development Precinct 
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¶ Receptions and Reading of Petitions, Memorials, Joint Letters and 
Deputations  

¶ Public Question Time 
 
 
2/14 Recommendations 

MOVED Cr Kiley 

That standing orders be suspended. 

SECONDED Cr Adamson 

 
The Motion was put and CARRIED 

 
 
Yvonne Jennings 
 
Question ï In reference to the upcoming VCAT hearing on the Yana Street Childcare 
Centre Application: What level of support and resourcing will Council provide at the 
hearing to uphold their granting of permission and when will the hearing be held and 
where? 
 
Answer ï No date for hearing as yet, Council is preparing a case and will devote the 
necessary resources. 
 
 
Mayor Cr Les McPhee advised that the budget submissions would also be heard 
whilst standing orders have been suspended for public question time. 
 
 
Budget Submissions ï Submission No 1: Janet Field 
 
Ms Field spoke briefly to Council regarding the library: 
 

¶   The library is one of the few outposts of Council that actually engages with the 
public at large.  

¶   More than 200 people on average go through the library each day and in 
particular, one day in July last year, saw 402 people use the library (a school 
holiday program was running at the time). On Saturday mornings, over 50 
people an hour go through the door. 

¶   The great thing about the library is that it is open to everyone, from the rich, to 
the poor, the lonely, the old, family researchers, users of the internet, the 
knitters, the chess players, the newspaper junkies and the learners of English. 
They can all access the services and the vast range of resources. 
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¶   Through the mobile library, the library reaches the remote parts of our rural city 
and binds isolated people together, and itôs actually opened 24/7 through its 
online website.  

 
So without doubt it is a Council service that is widely used and universally available. 
 
 
 
3/14 Recommendations 

MOVED Cr Cruickshank 

That Standing Orders be resumed. 

SECONDED Cr Adamson 

 
The Motion was put and CARRIED 
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SECTION B ï REPORTS 

B.14.36 RECEIVE AND HEAR SUB MISSIONS TO THE DRAFT 2014/15 
ANNUAL BUDGET  

 
Responsible Officer: Director Corporate Services  
File Number: 42-09-71 
Attachments: Nil           
 

Declarations of Interest:   Officer 
David Lenton - as the responsible officer, I declare that I have no disclosable 
interests in this matter. 
 
Summary 

The purpose of this item is to enable Council to formally receive and hear 
submissions to the Draft 2014/15 Budget. 
 
 
 

Discussion 

Council advertised for submissions to its Draft 2014/15 Budget in the Swan Hill 
Guardian on Friday 13 June 2014 and the Robinvale Sentinel on Thursday 19 June 
2014. 
 
The Statutory period for making submissions has now passed.  As required under 
the Local Government Act, Council is now in a position to formally receive any 
submissions and allow submitters to speak to any issues they have raised. 
 
Consideration of any submissions will be dealt with at a Special Council Meeting to 
be held in 22 July 2014. 
 
Consultation 

The submission process is part of the consultation process for the Budget. 
 
Financial Implications 

Nil 
 
Social Implications 

Nil 
 
Economic Implications 

Nil 
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Environmental Implications 

Nil 
 
Risk Management Implications 

Nil 
 
Council Plan Strategy Addressed 

Responsible manag ement of resources  - We will continually improve the 
management of our finances, assets, systems and technology to achieve and 
maintain Best Value in our operations. 
 
Options 
Nil 
 
 

Recommendations 

That Council: 

1. Receive any submissions to the Draft 2014/15 Budget. 

2. Enable any submitters to speak to their submission. 

 
 
Cr Katis left the Council Chamber at 5:13pm due to a perceived Conflict of Interest in 
the current report being heard. 
 
4/14 Motion 

MOVED Cr Norton 

That Council: 

1.   Note the contents of the submissions to the 2014/15 budget. 

2.   In relation to bus shelters and seating, a discussion paper be prepared 
for a Council Assembly and then the possible progression to major 
projects. 

3.   Fees and charges in relation to the pioneer settlement and the hire of 
Council buildings also be brought to a Council for discussion. 

4.   Adopt the 2015/15 budget as presented and advertised. 

SECONDED Cr Crowe 

 
The Motion was put and LOST 



Swan Hill Rural City Council Page 8 

Minutes for Ordinary Meeting 

SECTION B - REPORTS 15 July 2014 

 

- 8 ï 

Confirmed 19 August 2014ééééééééé.Chairpersonééééééééé..éééééé 

 

 
5/14 Motion 

MOVED Cr Cruickshank 

That Council: 

1. Receive any submissions to the Draft 2014/15 Budget. 

2. Enable any submitters to speak to their submission. 

3.     Receive the petitions that were attached. 

 

SECONDED Cr Kiley 

The Motion was put and CARRIED 
  
 
Cr Katis returned to the Council Chamber at 5:23pm and was informed of the 
decision.
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B.14.37 SWAN HILL ECONOMIC D EVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 
Responsible Officer: Director Development and Planning  
File Number: 26-33-00 
Attachments: 1 Economic Development Strategy 

Implementation Report           

 

Declarations of Interest:   Officer 
Brett Luxford - as the responsible officer, I declare that I have no disclosable 
interests in this matter. 
 
Summary 

This report seeks to update Council and the community on the actions taken to 
implement the Swan Hill Rural City Council Economic Development Strategy 2011-
2016.  The report is accompanied by an attachment that demonstrates the large 
number of initiatives undertaken to develop a sustainable and diverse local 
economy. 
 
 

Discussion 

The Swan Hill Rural City Council Economic Development Strategy 2011-2016 was 
adopted by Council at its Ordinary Meeting in October 2011.  The strategy is a key 
document that links to the Council Plan and helps guide Councilôs role in economic 
development and identifies economic development activities across the five year 
lifespan of the strategy. 
 
Within the strategy there are also some actions that extend beyond the 5 year 
horizon.  This is in recognition of the long term strategic nature of some of the 
activities and that many of the projects or initiatives are a long time in the planning. 
 
Throughout the development of the strategy the focus was on understanding what 
Council was able to achieve or able to influence.  This resulted in a series of actions 
across five strategic themes. The themes are: 
 

1. Attracting New Business Investment 
2. Supporting Existing Businesses to Grow 
3. Marketing the Region 
4. Addressing Infrastructure Needs 
5. Educations and Skills Development 

 
It should be noted that the Economic Development Strategy is implemented by many 
different departments across Council.  Many of the actions that Council undertakes 
on a daily basis either supports or generates local economic development and local 
businesses.  
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The attached report breaks down each of the key themes into its actions and outlines 
some of the activities that Council has been undertaking since the adoption of the 
strategy.  The report highlights that significant progress has been made in achieving 
many of the actions identified. 
 
The report also highlights that Council alone cannot develop a sustainable economy.  
Council is supported by, and in turn supports, many private and government entities 
in the quest for economic growth.  Funding support from both the Australian and 
Victorian Governments has allowed many of the actions to be achieved. 
 
The strategy is a living document and is continually being reviewed.  A new strategy 
will be developed during 2016.  Until that time Council will continue to implement the 
actions identified in the 2011-2016 strategy and harness new opportunities as they 
arise. 
 
 
Consultation 

Significant consultation was undertaken in the development of the strategy and 
initiatives or projects undertaken in implementing the strategy are often undertaken 
in partnership with other organisations or require consultation themselves. 
 
 
Financial Implications 

Not applicable. 
 
 
Social Implications 

There are strong links between economic development outcomes and social 
outcomes.  Measurable community benefits come from creating a sustainable 
economy including employment and improvements to community infrastructure. 
 
 
Economic Implications 

The development of a sustainable local economy through the five strategic themes 
identified in the economic development strategy has significant local economic 
implications.  The strategy was developed to seek to leverage the strengths in the 
local economy and address the gaps that were identified. 
 
 
Environmental Implications 

The economic development strategy identified actions to improve environmental 
sustainability and at the same time generate local economic growth. 
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Risk Management Implications 

Not applicable. 
 
 
 

Council Plan Strategy Addressed 

Attracting new business  - We will encourage new business development and will 
provide support to attract new business investment and expansion in the community. 
 
 

 
Options 
 
Council can accept the recommendations as outlined in the report or not accept the 
recommendations. 
 
 

Recommendation 

That Council note the report. 

 
 
6/14 Motion 

MOVED Cr Cruickshank 

That Council note the report. 

SECONDED Cr Kiley 

The Motion was put and CARRIED 
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