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Did you know? 

TAC are aiming to reduce 

the road toll to zero. You 

can be part of the solution, 

drive safely TOWARDS 

ZERO. 

Learner driver Anne Ayres no 
longer needs to stay in Swan Hill 
overnight for her volunteer work 
after gaining her probationary 
licence thanks to the Swan Hill L2P 
program. 

Anne, who lives in Kerang, travels 
regularly to Swan Hill to attend 
TAFE and to volunteer with Murray 
Human Services.  

Ms Ayres said she had been with 
the program for two years.  

“Now I have my licence it means 
more freedom,” she said. 

Getting her probationary licence 
also means Anne no longer has to 
rely on her uncle to take her to and 
from Swan Hill. 

 

“I travel to school from Kerang and 
also come up on a Wednesday to 
volunteer at Murray Human 
Services the next day.. 

“Having my licence saves my uncle 
having to come up and spend all 
day in Swan Hill. I don’t need to 
stay overnight and I can also take 
my younger sister up to Swan Hill 
now too.”  

Anne already has a car that she 
bought and paid for bit-by-bit, 
including the car’s registration, 
roadworthy and insurance.  

L2P Program Officer Ross Palmer 
said Anne’s story was a great 
example of how the program is 
helping young learner drivers 
struggling to get their required 
driving hours. 

Anne Ayres is pictured above with L2P’s  
Ross Palmer after gaining her P Plates in  March. 



P for Perfect…More P Plate success  

“For many young people, particularly those who might live out of town like 
Anne, gaining a licence is absolutely essential, be it for study, work, 
volunteering or even as Anne mentioned – freedom,” Mr Palmer said. 

The L2P program matches volunteer mentors with young people who face 
barriers to getting their required 120 hours of driving practice. Young drivers 
are given a number of free professional driving lessons before working one-
on-one with their mentor to practice driving in the program’s car. 

With 36 young people now registered, the L2P Program is calling for more 
volunteers to help young people like Anne get their P plates.  

“It’s fantastic that we have so many young people registered with the 
program,” Mr Palmer said. 

“But unfortunately we can’t help all of them get their required driving hours 
as we don’t have enough volunteers trained up.” 

Mentors receive training and support and are covered for liability through 
their volunteer status with Swan Hill Rural City Council.  

Mentors undergo a selection process including an interview, a Police 
Check, Working with Children Check and a VicRoads Driver History Report. 
Mentors also undertake VicRoads training, usually over two days. 

To find out more about the program, visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/
community/community-programs or contact Ross on 0427 182 241. 

If you are 

interested in 

supporting our 

learner drivers, 

contact  

Program Officer 

Ross Palmer on 

0427 182 241. 

The L2P Driving Program has enjoyed success with another three learner 
drivers having successfully gained their probationary licences. 

The latest learner driver to taste success was Brittany Dowie who 
successfully obtained her probationary licence in February. Brittany was 
mentored in the program by Phil Tennant, Deb Quinn and recently by the 
L2P co-ordinator Ross Palmer.  

Mary Mapapalangi gained her probationary licence just prior to Christmas 
after a relatively brief stint in the L2P Driving program. Her original 
mentor was Phil Tennent. 

Caitlyn Arch successfully gained her probationary licence late last year 
after being involved in the L2P Driving Program for eighteen months. 
Caitlyn was originally mentored by Deb Quin, and has been recently 
mentored by Rob Sutton over a ten month period. Congratulations 
Caitlyn!! 

P plates for Anne thanks to L2P...continued 

http://www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/community/community-programs
http://www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/community/community-programs


Did you know? 
Free Licence for demerit point cleanskins  

There’s a great new incentive for your learners and new P platers to keep a 
clean sheet during their learning and probationary driving period.  

VicRoads is offering a free full driver licence for Probationary drivers if they 
get through their first three years on the road without incurring a demerit 
point.  

Demerit points are designed to encourage drivers to be more careful and to 
deter poor driving behaviour. Most driving offences attract demerit points.  

Learner permit holders and P1 or P2 drivers who receive five or more 
demerit points in any 12 month period, or 12 or more demerit points 

over three years, may lose their licence or permit.  

The good news is that if they stay demerit point free for three years, their full 
driver licence (under 25s) will be issued by VicRoads at no cost. That’s a 
saving of $76 for a full three-year licence.  

So when your Learners get their Ps, set them on the road with the 
knowledge and incentive of a free licence...if they can keep a demerit points 
clean sheet for their first three years.  

“We make a living 

by what we get, but 

we make a life by 

what we give” 

..Winston Churchill 

“I’m not telling you 
it’s going to be 

easy, I’m telling you 
it’s going to be 

worth it” 

“It's easy to make a 
buck.  It's a lot 
tougher to make a 

difference.”  

 ~Tom Brokaw 

 Exceeding the speed limit by 25 km/h or more but less 
than 35 km/h  

 Using a mobile phone illegally while driving  

 Using a visual display unit or television illegally while 
driving  

 

 Exceeding the speed limit by 10 km/h or more but less 
than 25 km/h  

 Failing to give way, or stop, or remain stopped  

 Failure to display P plates  

 Probationary driver who drives a probationary prohibited 
vehicle on a road  

 P1 probationary driver driving a motor vehicle with more 
than one peer passenger  

 

 Improper overtaking or passing  

 Turn or stop without signalling  

 Turn improperly  

 Fail to keep left  

 

 Exceed speed limit by less than 10km/h  

 Fail to dip headlights  

 Driving at night or in hazardous weather conditions 
without headlights and tail lights on  

 Follow too closely  

Key demerit points penalties for 
Learners and P Platers      



Victoria’s L2P Program is funded by the TAC and managed  
by VicRoads 

Are you interested in becoming a Swan Hill L2P sponsor? 

Your business will be recognised as a major sponsor with advertising on the L2P car and in this L2P 

Driver newsletter. 

Did you know? 
Hazard Perception Test 

This is the computerised test you need to pass before taking your Drive test. Once you pass, your 
Hazard Perception test score is valid for 12 months.  

You must be at least 17 years 11 months old on the date of your Hazard Perception test. 

 

Probationary Licence Test 

To take the test you need to: 

 Be at least 18 years old on the date of your drive test. 
 Have held your learner permit for the minimum period  and undertaken a minimum of 120 hours 

of supervised driving if you're under the age of 21. 

Thank you to our local sponsors and supporters 

https://billing.vicroads.vic.gov.au/bookings/Probationary/TermsAndConditions#

