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Did you know? 

TAC are aiming to reduce 

the road toll to zero. You 

can be part of the solution -

drive safely TOWARDS 

ZERO. 

P Plate success 
Congratulations to all learner drivers (and their mentors) who have 
experienced the fantastic achievement of obtaining a probationary licence in 
the past 12 months. 

Thank you 
The Victorian based L2P Learner Driver 
Mentor Program has 69 programs running 
across the state. Funded by the TAC and 
managed by VicRoads, the program began 
in 2007 and has continued to see an 
increase in applications each year.   

The L2P program in Swan Hill is funded for 
25 learner drivers, but due to strong 
community and business support, this 
number has increased and we were able 
to support 34 learner drivers last quarter.  

So once again - thank you to the sponsors 
and mentors who continue to provide vital 
support. Without your time and effort, this 
valuable program could not would not 
exist.  

Learner driver Mentors Achieved 

Rachel Williamson Trent McFarlane, Phil Tennant Aug 16 

Caitlyn Arch  Deb Quin, Robert Sutton  Sep 16 

Mary Mapapalangi Phil Tennant  Dec 16 

Ann Ayres  
Ray Howard, Phil Tennant, Ross 

Palmer, Dallas Williams 
Mar 17 

Brittany Dowie Phil Tennant, Ross Palmer Feb 17 

Sedaqat Ali  Michael Smart  April 17 

Jessica Williamson Phil Tennant  May 17 

Tyra Colliss  Robbie Gray  July 17 

Hayley Maher Ross Palmer  Aug 17 



If you are interested 

in supporting our 

learner drivers, 

contact  

Program Officer 

Ross Palmer on 

0427 182 241. 

Recent changes to road rules 

Effective 1 July 2017 a new set of road rules has replaced the Road Safety Road 
Rules 2009. The vast majority of the new 2017 rules are identical to the 2009 
rules, however there have been some changes. 

We have provided a summary of the recent key road rules changes and 
clarifications on the following two pages.  

For more details on these changes, visit the VicRoad website via the link 

below. 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/recent-changes
-to-road-rules 
 

New rule 
Road rule 79A - Approaching and passing stationary or slow moving police 

vehicles, emergency vehicles, enforcement vehicles and escort vehicles. 

A 40km/h speed limit applies when passing a stationary police vehicle, 
emergency vehicle, enforcement vehicle and escort vehicle with flashing lights or 
sounding an alarm. For more information, see the police and emergency vehicles 
website.   
 

Amended rules 
Road Rule 62 - Giving way when turning at an intersection with lights 

The rule was amended to make it clear that when turning motorists must give 
way to cyclists riding across crossings at a green bicycle crossing light. 

 

Road Rule 154 - Bus lanes 

Riding a bicycle or driving a coach in bus lane (unless otherwise signed) is now 
permitted. A coach is defined as a motor vehicle used to convey passengers for 
hire or reward or in the course of trade or business which is greater than 9•5 
metres in length (excluding any trailer attached to it).  

 

Road rule 300 - Use of mobile phones 

Clarified the rule to specifically apply the same restriction on use to the rider of a 
bicycle, a person using a wheeled recreational device, or the driver of a vehicle 
that is not a motor vehicle.  

The restrictions on use are the same as for full licence holders, no demerit points 
apply to the offence.  

 

Road rule 179 - Stopping in a loading zone 

The rule was clarified to include the requirement that a goods carrying vehicle 
should be only used in a loading zone to pick up or drop off goods.  

 

Road rule 405 - Vehicle must not be driven with an empty bicycle carrier 

attached 

Redundant rule removed. Read guidelines about bike racks.  

 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/police-and-emergency-vehicles
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/police-and-emergency-vehicles
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/number-plates/standard-number-plates/bicycle-rack-number-plates


Road rule 127 - Keeping a minimum distance between long vehicles 

The minimum following distance for road trains and long vehicles (not on a multi-
lane road, in a built-up area, or when overtaking) is: 

 200 metres for a road train behind a long vehicle 

 60 metres for a long vehicle (other than a road train) behind another long vehicle. 

 

Road rule 163 – Driving past the rear of a stopped tram at a tram stop  

When there isn't a safety zone and the tram doors on your side of the road are 
open, you must stop at the rear of the tram until the doors close and the road is free 
of pedestrians.  

Once the tram's doors are closed and all pedestrians have left the road, you can 
pass the tram. You are not allowed to drive faster than 10 km/h when passing a 
stopped tram which has its doors closed. 

 

Mobile phone use by a rider of a bike 
 Using a mobile phone is prohibited, except to make or receive a phone call or to 

use its audio/music functions provided the phone: 
is secured in a commercially designed holder fixed to the bicycle, or 

 can be operated by the rider without touching any part of the phone, and the 
phone is not resting on any part of the riders’ body but can be in a pocket. 

 Using a phone as a navigational device/GPS while riding is prohibited unless it is 
secured in a commercially designed holder fixed to the bicycle. All other functions 
(including video calls, texting and emailing) are prohibited. 

 The penalty is a fine of $476. Demerit points do not apply to bike riders, but do 
apply to drivers of motorised vehicles. 

Road rules quiz 

1. Which movements shown in the diagram  

can legally be made by the driver of Vehicle 1? 

a. K only 

b. J, K and L 

c. J and K only 

2. In this roundabout with dual lanes, can this 

car turn right? 

a. Yes, after changing to the right hand lane 

b. Yes, at any time 

c. No, not at any time 

3. What is the most common cause for young provisional license holders 

being involved in vehicle crashes when changing lanes or diverging.  

a. Failing to check the blind spot before changing lanes or diverging 

b. Inattention 

c. Damaged or incorrectly position mirrors on their vehicles 

 

4. You drive up to an intersection with a stop sign. There is no painted line. 

Where should you stop? 

a. At the point where you can see clearly in both directions 

b. At least five metres before the intersection 

c. Before coming to an end and as near to the intersection as practicable  

Quiz answers on 

back page.  



Victoria’s L2P Program is funded by the TAC and 
managed by VicRoads 

Are you interested in becoming a Swan Hill L2P 
sponsor? 
 

Your business will be recognised as a major sponsor with advertising on the L2P car and in this L2P Driver 

newsletter. 

Contact Ross Palmer on 0427 182 241 for details.  

Annual fundraiser - Bunnings barbecue, Saturday 14 October  

Thank you to our local sponsors and supporters 

Where:  Bunnings car park 

When:  Saturday, 14 October 2017 

Time:   From 8.30am to 4.30pm 

Why:  Raise funds to help cover the costs of   
  driving lessons and fuel for the L2P car  

 

Please contact Ross Palmer on 0427 182 241 if you can come 

along and assist - even if it’s for an hour or two. 

Road rules quiz answers 

1. c 2. c 3. a 4. c 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVgtPlgdzOAhUJNJQKHfZOBEMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.australian-information-stories.com%2Faustralian-bbq.html&psig=AFQjCNHZbnzpng-ew9ehF60rYjYUdExt_A&ust=1472195506

