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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background and Brief
As part of the first stage of the Swan Hill Heritage Study, a number of potential Heritage
Overlay areas across the entire municipality were identified by the team of consultants, which
comprised architectural historian Andrew Ward, historian Robyn Ballinger, and horticulturist
historian Karen Olsen.
Six such areas were included in the ‘Stage One Report and Recommendations’, issued in
November 1998. Brief descriptions and comments were provided to justify their selection,
accompanied by schematic maps showing nominal boundaries. It was recommended that the
second stage of the Heritage Study should include a more detailed assessment with a view to
establishing and documenting their cultural significance, or lack thereof.

1.2

Methodology
A street by street survey of each of the proposed precincts was undertaken. For each precinct,
building fabric was defined in terms of intactness, scale, construction type, and predominant
eras of construction, and ability to demonstrate significant phases of history within the
municipality. Aspects such as building setback, fencing, verandahs, and areas of public open
space were noted, as well as sundry items of street furniture including horse troughs, water
tanks, standpipes, monuments and memorials. Landscape components such as street trees,
private gardens and front hedges were also considered.
Differences between the modes of development in metropolitan and rural area and the differing
nature of planning controls and their implementation prior to the introduction of the new
Victorian Planning Provisions in 1995 also provided a useful content in which to come to grips
with past patterns of development.
Basic historic research was also undertaken, drawing from various primary and secondary
sources as well as the ‘Thematic Environmental History’ prepared by as part of Stage One.

1.3

Definition of Precincts
Precincts of heritage significance are broadly defined as those areas which:
• contain buildings which derive considerable cultural significance from their historical
and physical context and/or relationship with others in the area; and/or
• have largely intact or visually cohesive streetscapes, creating precincts of historic
and/or architectural integrity, which are demonstrative of the key phases of settlement
and development within different towns in the municipality; and/or
• may contain a large number of substantially intact buildings; and/or
• may reflect local historical themes or have particular historical associations or social
value; and/or
• may contain gardens, reserves, and specimens of arboricultural, horticultural or
agricultural significance.
In the Rural City of Swan Hill, the Heritage Overlay Precincts typically:
• contain commercial and residential building stock predominantly from the early
twentieth century, but also including some nineteenth century buildings; and/or
• retain historically important street layouts and subdivisions;
• display consistency of scale, height and materials;
• display consistency of style within broad periods and/or categories; and/or
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• contain historically or aesthetically important buildings which are substantially intact.
• contain series of adjacent buildings contributing to a cohesive streetscape which
reinforces the collective value of the individual buildings.

1.4

Precinct Datasheets
Each datasheet comprises:
•
•
•
•
•

a map of the precinct
a list of addresses of properties within the precinct
a brief history of the precinct
a physical description of the precinct
a list of buildings within the precinct which are recommended for individual Heritage
Overlay controls under the Planning Scheme
• a brief assessment of significance, and a statement of significance
• photographs and historic maps of the precinct

1.5

Recommendations
The following table outlines the recommendations made following a review of the proposed
precincts and their nominal boundaries:

2

Heritage Areas

Status Following Review

The early residential area on
the hill, Swan Hill

Precinct too large and inconsistent. Reduce extent of precinct to
the most homogenous area within the proposed boundaries. The
deletion of modern commercial buildings in the centre of
precinct resulted in the formation of two smaller but otherwise
similar precincts which demonstrate the early residential
development of the town.

Dillon Street town centre,
Ultima

Boundaries to remain the same

Station Street and Monash
Avenue town centre, Nyah
West

Boundary to be extended to include all inter-War shops along
Monash Avenue, extending west to Leigh Street. Boundaries
along Station Street and Lloyd Street to be reduced, and portions
of Black Street and Donald Street to be entirely omitted, to
exclude nondescript housing which makes no contribution to the
notion of the commercial ‘town centre’.

Robinvale Railway line from
the silos to the bridge over the
Murray River

Proposed boundaries to be greatly reduced. No need to include
all of the surrounding land now developed as an industrial
estate. Remnant railway line, station building, water tank,
standpipe and turntable to be maintained with sufficient
curtilage.

Annuello Township

Not recommended for protection as a HO precinct. Individual
sites to be listed as separate heritages place.

Natya Township

Not recommended for protection as a HO precinct. Individual
sites to be listed as separate heritages place.
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1.6

Deleted Precincts
The following two precincts, provisionally proposed in the previous studies, have been deleted:
Natya and Annuello Townships
Like many settlements in the Rural City of Swan Hill, the townships of Natya and Annuello were
developed following the extension of the railway line in the early twentieth century. The railway
line from Koolonong to Piangil, passing through Natya, opened in 1920, while the railway line to
Annuello was opened in 1921. Both towns flourished thereafter, providing service for local
farmers, many of whom had taken up land as part of the ill-fated Soldier Settlement Scheme. At
Annuello, the township included a school, public hall, church and a small cluster of
commercial/retail buildings. A substantial water reservoir, Bryden’s Tank, was also a prominent
feature of the landscape. The township at Natya was somewhat less developed, but also included
a station, public hall and tanks.
The provisional assessments of significance for the two townships, prepared by the previous
consultants in 1998,were as follows:
The [Annuello township] area is considered to be important not only for what survives
but for the evidence of the past. While some settlements have vanished in the far
north-west, in some cases with the railway that served them, there is ample evidence in
the form of the Annuello township. It includes the railway station ground with crane
base, the public hall, the site of the recreation ground, the government tank, and other
elements.
Natya offers a similar story to Annuello, and is of interest in this respect although the
pattern of survival is sufficiently different to allow comparisons to be made.

Subsequent inspection of the two township sites indicated that they do not meet the criteria for
Heritage Overlay precincts, as outlined in section 1.3 of this report. In both cases, almost no
physical fabric survives aside from their respective public halls, ruinous stations and tanks.
Moreover, these individual sites do not maintain a close visual connection which would be
considered essential within a heritage area. Similarly, there is no sense of a cohesive streetscape.
The townships at Natya and Annuello are undoubtedly of some historic interest in the way that
they demonstrate the familiar pattern of development and subsequent abandonment of inter-War
settlements in the Rural City of Swan Hill. However, their extremely low level of integrity in
terms of built fabric is not conducive to their consideration as Heritage Overlay areas in the
accepted sense. The significance of the two townships derives more from what is missing, rather
than what remains. As such, it would be considered more appropriate that the extant of the
township reserves be covered by other planning scheme protection, such as Vegetation Protection
Overlays or Design Development Overlays, rather than by a Heritage Protection Overlay. The
individual heritage places within the township, namely the tanks, public halls and station sites,
would be more appropriately protected as separate heritage places, and it is recommended that
they be included in the planning scheme as such.
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2.0

HERITAGE OVERLAY PRECINCTS
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Figure 1

6

Map showing extent of Swan Hill Residential Precinct (North and South)
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2.1

Swan Hill Residential Precinct, Swan Hill

2.1.1

Location and Curtilage
The map provided in the ‘Stage One Report and Recommendations’ shows a boundary bordered
nominally by Chapman Street to the north, Beveridge Street to the east, Gray Street to the south,
High Street to the west. This encapsulated practically all of the properties along both sides of the
major north-south streets (High Street, Splatt Street and Beveridge Street) and the properties
along both sides of the east-west streets (Burke, Wood, Rutherford, McRae, McCallum,
Pritchard and Pye Streets) between High Street and Beveridge Street. The northern extremity of
the proposed precinct also included the North Park Reserve and the Swan Hill High School site.
It was deemed that the building stock within this large area was not homogenous enough to
comprise a heritage precinct. The component streets were therefore surveyed with a view to
determining which were the most cohesive areas of residential buildings within the proposed
precinct. The boundaries were subsequently revised to omit vast areas of non-heritageous
building stock, including tracts of post-War housing and, in particular, the large clusters of
modern commercial and institutional buildings in the areas bordered by Campbell, Rutherford,
High and McCallum Streets. In omitting this area, the proposed heritage precinct was broken
into two smaller areas: the Swan Hill Residential Precinct North and the Swan Hill Residential
Precinct South. (Figure 1)
The high school site was omitted from the proposed precinct because the original building was
listed separately as an individual heritage place. North Park Reserve was also omitted because it
contained no built fabric of heritage significance.
Swan Hill Residential Precinct North
This is the smaller of the two, and takes in the following streets and properties:
•

7-23 High Street (east side, between Pye Street and McCallum Streets)

•

4-42 Splatt Street (west side, between Purton’s Lane and McCallum Street)

•

11-21 Splatt Street (east side, between Pye Street and Pritchard Street)

•

14-26 Beveridge Street (west side, between Pye Street and Pritchard Street)

•

3-5 Pye Street (south side, between Splatt and High Streets)

•

16-18 and 11-13 Pritchard Street (both sides, between Splatt and High Streets)

•

64-68 McCallum Street (north side, between Splatt and High Streets)

Swan Hill Residential Precinct South
This precinct is bordered nominally by Brown Street to the west, Rutherford Street to the north,
Beveridge Street to the east and Gray Street to the south. The precinct includes the following
streets and properties:
•

1-11 Brown Street (east side, between Rutherford and Boys Streets)

•

40-64 and 43-61 Gummow Street (both sides, between Rutherford and Boys Streets)

•

27-43 Gummow Street (east side, between McRae Street and Rutherford Street)

•

2-34 and 19-29 Everingham Street (both sides, between Rutherford and Gray Streets)

•

71-97 and 72-96 High Street (both sides, between Rutherford and Gray Streets)

•

50-66 High Street (west side, between No 50 and Rutherford Street inclusive)
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2.1.2

•

66-108 Splatt Street (west side, between Rutherford and Gray Streets)

•

85-111 Splatt Street (east side, between No 85 and Gray Street)

•

314-360 and 283-359 Beveridge Street (both sides)

•

33-39 Rutherford Street (north side, between Everingham and Brown Streets)

•

1 and 2 Tuff Street (both sides, between Gummow and Everingham Streets)

•

1a-13 Wood Street (south side, between Beveridge and Everingham Streets)

•

1-29 and 2, 22-24 Boys Street (both sides, between High and Brown Streets)

•

1-3 Burke Street (south side, between Splatt and High Streets)

•

12-30 Gray Street (north side, between Beveridge and Everingham Streets)

History
Robyn Ballinger has recorded in her ‘Thematic Environmental History’ that the settlement of
Swan Hill dates back to the late 1840s, when a punt and an inn were operating at the Murray
River crossing.1 The site of the Township of Swan Hill was fixed on 17 September 1851, when
the plan of subdivision was offered for view at McCrae’s Inn.2 The government subsequently
held sales of town allotments, but, as Lesley Scholes, records, ‘building did not always follow’.3
The development of community, commercial and institutional services was somewhat slow and
gradual over the next two decades. A court house opened in 1853, and a police station in 1859.4
The first hospital was established in 1860 by Dr Benjamin Gummow on a five-acre site near the
present-day railway station. The first school opened in 1862, but it met with little success and
was closed after only three months. Other developments included an electric telegraph office
(1864), the original White Swan Hotel (1864) and several pioneer churches such as the Anglican
church in Splatt Street (1865) and the Presbyterian Church in Campbell Street (1872).

Figure 2

8

The second Swan Hill Hospital, erected in Splatt Street, 1888-89
Source: Lesley Scholes. The History of the Shire of Swan Hill
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Figure 3

c.1890s subdivision plan of the Township of Swan Hill, showing precinct area.
Courtesy Andrew Ward and Robyn Ballinger

In 1871, there were 201 people living in central Swan Hill, and this number increased to only 288
by 1881. Another decade later, however, the population had almost trebled to 788. The 1880s
were indeed a period when the fledgling town was suddenly gripped by ‘expansive optimism and
entrepreneurial spirit’.5 There was a great deal of residential and commercial expansion, and
many municipal improvements were undertaken. The town’s first reticulated water scheme, for
example, was laid out in 1885-86 following the formation of the Swan Hill Shire Waterworks
Trust in 1882. A new hospital was erected on the present site in Splatt Street in1888-89. (Figure
2) A Roman Catholic church was finally built in 1890 on land which had been gazetted for the
purpose almost three decades earlier, and, two years later, a new Anglican church replaced the
original 1865 building in Splatt Street.
By far the most significant spur to further development in central Swan Hill was the extension of
the railway line from Kerang in 1888-90. When the line was officially opened on 30 May 1890,
amidst much ceremony and local pride, entrepreneurs took the opportunity to advertise land sales
to the one thousand visitors who turned up for the occasion. Subsequently, there was much
residential development during the 1890s. A subdivision plan of the township, undated but clearly
from that period, shows the town divided into large blocks, most of which consisted of rows of
elongated allotments measuring 100 links (66 feet) by 500 links, having street frontages at each
end, and corner allotments measuring 200 by 250 links. (Figure 3)
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The earliest surviving houses in central Swan Hill date from this period, including brick villas at
318-20 Beveridge Street (1895), 102 Beveridge Street (c.1898), and 2 Everingham Street
(1901).6 There was further municipal improvement at that time, including the first Shire Hall
(1897) and the establishment of a Mechanics’ Institute and Free Library (1898). In 1900, a local
waterworks body was formed to replace the Kerang-based Swan Hill Waterworks Trust with a
view to upgrading the water reticulation system which, after only fifteen years, was already
insufficient for the town’s needs. A new water tower was built in 1902 on the corner of Splatt
and McCallum Streets, in close proximity to the burgeoning residential district. Numerous
houses were erected in this area in the first decade of the twentieth century, and examples survive
at 22 Splatt Street (1905), 60 High Street (c.1905), 100 Beveridge Street (1910), and 331
Beveridge Street (c.1910). There was also continued expansion of public facilities, including the
erection of a Masonic Hall (1914) and a new Methodist Church (1918), both located in Beveridge
Street in close proximity to these expanding residential areas.
A new wave of residential development occurred in Swan Hill following the First World War,
coinciding with the Soldier Settlement scheme where returned servicemen were offered allotments
of land for rural development. Many houses were built in central Swan Hill between 1917, when
the scheme was first initiated, and the late 1920s, when a Royal Commission was held to
investigate the apparent failure of the scheme in remote rural areas. Surviving examples include
326 Beveridge Street (1920), 314 Beveridge Street (1921), 18 Pritchard Street (1921), 335
Beveridge Street (1925), 102 Splatt Street (1926) and 19 Splatt Street (1927).
The 1930s saw residential development expanding into the top (southern) end of the town. This
was topographically at a higher level than the older established areas, and the problem of low
water pressure soon became evident. To remedy this, a third water tower was built, located in
Splatt Street between Wood and Burke Streets With a capacity of 150,000 gallons, almost twice
that of the other two towers combined, the tower provided ample water supply and thus facilitated
further residential development for many years.

Figure 4
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Edwardian/late Victorian houses at 14-16 Beveridge Street, Swan Hill
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There had been ongoing development of Swan Hill’s central residential district after World War
II, with many older houses being demolished and replaced by modern detached housing and
blocks of flats. Population increases in the 1950s also resulted in the Roman Catholic and
Anglican churches, both erected in the late nineteenth century, being outgrown and replaced by
large modern buildings to accommodate swelling congregations. More recently, the nineteenth
century hospital building in Splatt Street was demolished and replaced by a modern facility.
2.1.3

Description
The two precincts, separately designated as Swan Hill Residential Precinct North and Swan Hill
Residential Precinct South, are more or less identical in their development and composition and
will be discussed collectively.
Pattern of Subdivision
The major streets running north-south (High, Splatt and Beveridge Streets) are particularly wide,
with central median strips planted with grass and small trees. All streets within the precinct have
an asphalt surface, with concrete footpaths and curbs. The blocks created by the street grid still
retain, to a large extant, their original nineteenth-century pattern of subdivision. Many of the
individual allotments still have street frontages of 66 feet, although their original depths of 75 feet
have inevitably been halved to create two separate blocks, each with its own street frontage.
Many of the corner blocks have also been reduced further, although there are a few exceptions,
such as the c.1905 house at 22 Splatt Street, which still occupies its original 184 links by 240
links corner allotment. The section of the precinct bordered by Rutherford, Brown High and
Gray Street was clearly re-subdivided in the early twentieth century, as the current layout differs
markedly from that shown on the 1890s subdivision plan of the township.
Building Stock
The housing stock within the precinct dates predominantly from the period 1900-1940. There is a
very small number of surviving nineteenth century houses, in the form of single-storey doublefronted red brick cottages with symmetrical facades. There is a considerably larger number of
early twentieth century houses which are designed in the Victorian idiom. These are generally in
the form of single-storey double-fronted timber villas with symmetrical facades and verandahs.
They have hipped roofs clad in corrugated galvanised steel, often with a distinctive half-timbered
gablet above the centrally-placed front door. Examples of this can be seen at 28 Everingham
Street, 22 Splatt Street and 326 Beveridge Street. There are also some asymmetrically-planned
double-fronted and block-fronted villas. This ‘Victorian Survival’ mode was clearly more
popular in Swan Hill during the Edwardian era than, for example, the Queen Anne or Federation
idiom, which was popular elsewhere, and particularly in Melbourne’s affluent suburbs.
Nevertheless, this more progressive style is represented in the Swan Hill precinct with the
Picturesque red brick and terracotta-tiled houses at Nos 26 and 331 Beveridge Street.
The numerous inter-War houses in the precinct are largely in the vernacular bungalow idiom,
displaying a particular diversity in materials and composition. In contrast to comparable housing
in Melbourne, these building invariably display somewhat eclectic characteristics, which suggests
adaptation by local builders, an approach that is typical in rural area. Roofs are hipped or
gabled, or a Picturesque combination of both, and are clad either in terracotta tiles or corrugated
galvanised steel. These houses are single storey with one notable exception: the Chisholm family
home at 42 Splat Street, which stands out not only in terms of its scale but also in its use of a
somewhat sophisticated Tudor Revival/Arts & Crafts style which strongly suggests the
involvement of an architect, most likely from Melbourne.
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Figure 5

Victorian/Edwardian-style house on large block, at 28 Everingham Street

Figure 6

Row of inter-War houses at 40-48 Gummow Street
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Figure 7

late Victorian house, 29 Splatt Street

The non-heritageous building stock inside the precinct includes detached dwellings and blocks of
villa units dating from the 1960s and ‘70s, and at least one multi-storey apartment block, located
at No 3 Pye Street, of similar vintage. There are also a small number of very recent houses in the
currently fashionable mock Georgian and Tuscan idioms. Some unsympathetic non-residential
buildings of recent origin include the double-storey TAFE building at 220 Beveridge Street and
the prominently-sited milk bar/shop at 72 High Street.
Streetscape and Landscape
The streetscapes within the precincts are not homogenous in the sense that there are separate rows
of Victorian cottages, rows of Edwardian villa, or rows of inter-War bungalows. Rather, the
streetscapes comprise a mix of housing which dates largely from the period c.1895-1940, with
varying degrees of intrusion by post-World War II building fabric. However, there are two
streetscapes which are entirely comprised of pre-World War II housing: one in the South precinct,
at 15-29 Boys Street, and one in the North precinct, at 14-26 Beveridge Street. Other largely
intact streetscapes can be seen 40-62 Gummow Street and 346-360 Beveridge Street, both of
which contain two non-heritage properties. Overall, the proportion of post-World War II
buildings is never greater than 50% in any given streetscape.
The landscape character of the precinct is partly informed by street trees which are planted along
the nature strips and medians; these however, tend to be of relatively recent origin, with the
notable exception of the stand of Norfolk Island pines near 314 Beveridge Street. The private
gardens of the individual houses make the greatest contribution to the landscape character of the
precinct. Many of the inter-War houses have particularly well-established gardens, and several
houses retain large hedges along their property lines, notably 9 Wood Street and 11 Splatt Street.
The aforementioned row of inter-War houses at Nos 15-29 Boys Street provides a particularly
fine landscape setting, with all of the properties featuring well-established gardens and/or front
hedges.
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2.1.4

Individually Significant Places
The following places within the Swan Hill Residential Precinct are of particular significance, and
individual datasheets have been prepared for them.
Swan Hill Residential Precinct North
•

19, 22, 34 and 42 Splatt Street (HO163 to HO166)

•

26, 100 and 102 Beveridge Street (HO105 to HO107)

•

18 Pritchard Street (HO156)

Swan Hill Residential Precinct South

2.1.5

•

3 Burke Street (HO118)

•

314, 318-20, 331, 335 and 345 Beveridge Street (HO111, HO113 to HO117)

•

Norfolk Island pines, outside 314 Beveridge Street (HO112)

•

2 Everingham Street (HO132)

•

50 and 60 High Street (HO134 and HO135)

•

85 and 102 Splatt Street (HO168 and HO170)

•

Water Tower, 89 Splatt Street (HO169)

•

9 Wood Street (HO172)

Assessment of Significance
Provisional Assessment
The original provisional assessment of this precinct, prepared by the previous consultants, was as
follows:
This area appears to have significance not only as an early and prestigious residential
enclave but also for the comparatively high number of late Victorian and post
Federation villas. Many of these have exceptional aesthetic value and associated
gardens which offer insights into the economic growth of Swan Hill during this period.
Collectively they demonstrate something of the difference between urban and country
lifestyles throughout the municipality.

Subsequent re-assessment of the precinct indicates that this statement holds true. The removal of
the modern commercial buildings from the precinct, thereby dividing the remaining residential
component into two smaller equally cohesive portions, serves only to underscore this assessment.
Statement of Significance
The Swan Hill Residential Precinct, divided into North and South components, is of regional
historic and aesthetic significance.
The two areas provide evidence of the ongoing residential development of Swan Hill from the
beginnings of localised boom development in the 1890s, through expansion in the early twentieth
century and the Soldier Settlement era during the inter-War period.
Aesthetically, the precinct represents a fine collection of substantially intact residential buildings
dating from the 1890s through to the 1930s, characterised by stylistic diversity, often tempered
by local adaptation, and well-established private gardens. The recurring use of Victorian-style
building types into the early twentieth century, in preference to more contemporary styles such as
Federation or Queen Anne, demonstrates an interesting phenomenon, typical of regional centres

14
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were the influence of modern developments from urban centres took longer to filter through. The
inter-War houses, too, significantly demonstrate the characteristic local adaptation within their
respective stylistic vocabularies. While there are a some post-World War II buildings, the
precincts nevertheless retains a particularly high level of physical intactness, both in terms of the
individual houses and as cohesive streetscapes.
2.1.6

Recommendation
Owners of heritage places within the precinct should be encouraged to do the following:
•

Repaint buildings in heritage schemes where it is appropriate to the differing period styles of
the individual buildings. Early buildings of face brick construction (Victorian villas,
Federation houses, etc) should retain their original unpainted finish.

•

Remove intrusive accretions, such as modern verandahs and carports, and replace them with
structures of more suitable design.

•

Retain original front fences (timber pickets, woven wire and so on ) and maintain heritage
gardens, such as they are.

Allom Lovell & Associates
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Figure 8
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Map showing extent of Dillon Street precinct, Ultima
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2.2

Dillon Street Town Centre Precinct, Ultima

2.2.1

Location and Curtilage
The map provided in the ‘Stage One Report and Recommendations’ shows a nominal boundary
around the commercial centre of Ultima, taking in the following streets:
•

Breen Street, from the Swan Hill-Sea Lake Road to Vernon Street

•

Dillon Street, from Breen Street to the house half-way between Vernon and Hayes Streets.

•

Ailsa Street, between Breen and Dillon Streets

•

Vernon Street, from the Dillon Street intersection to the railway line

•

David Street (west side only), from the Swan Hill-Sea Lake Road

•

The Station Ground and railway line, from the Swan Hill-Sea Lake Road to Vernon Street.

Closer inspection of the proposed precinct indicated that these boundaries required no further
revision. (Figure 8)
2.2.2

History
The development of Ultima as a township really began on 1 March 1900, when the railway line
was extended from Quambatook.7 Not only did this establish an important transport link to
Bendigo and beyond, it also provided the fledgling settlement with a name: Ultima, the town at the
end of the line. The first people to take advantage of this improvement were Herbert and
Margaret Cuttle of Melbourne, who, five years earlier, had unsuccessfully attempted to settle on
the land at Waitchie. The Cuttles purchased 640 acres at Ultima and built a timber house for
themselves on the main road, on the corner of what later became Dillon and Connor Streets.
Here, they established a general store with the philosophy to ‘buy everything a farmer has to sell,
and to sell everything a farmer has to buy’. (Figure 9)

Figure 9

Allom Lovell & Associates

The original Cuttle Store in Dillon Street, Ultima, c.1900
Source: Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria.
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Figure 10

West side of Dillon Street, looking north, circa 1910.
Source: Eileen Watson (ed) Ultima Centenary.

At the turn of the century, Ultima was described as a consisting of a ‘humpy and a rude hut or
two’.8 Over the next few years, however, the number of settlers increased, and the commercial
centre expanded accordingly. A second general store was established in 1904 by John Guy,
located on the west side of Dillon Street near present-day McClelland Street. Another large
business premises was erected on the northern corner of Dillon and Vernon Streets, jointly
occupied by H C English’s General Store, and a butcher, James Nicholson. On the opposite
corner of Vernon Street was the Ultima Hotel, which had been built on the site of the original
Ultima Station homestead. (Figure 10). The first decade of the twentieth century also saw the
provision of domestic water supply to Ultima through the Long Lake pumping scheme, and a
concrete water tower was built in Breen Street with a capacity to hold one week’s supply.
The land around Ultima was offered by the Closer Settlement Board from 1908, and this lead to
further expansion of commercial premises in Dillon Street. As Dr Lesley Scholes succinctly
stated, ‘Closer Settlement established Ultima as a service town to the farming community’. One
new settler was Albert Smith, who arrived in Ultima in 1909 and promptly took over the general
store operated by H C English and James Nicholson.9 That same year, another new resident,
Mark Brooks, took over the nearby Ultima Hotel, on the opposite corner of Vernon and Dillon
Streets. Brooks expanded the hotel, adding a new dining room, and twenty additional bedrooms.
The improved hotel was supplemented by two coffee palaces in the town. One of these, the
Ultima Railway House, was located on the site of the present-day Ultima Hotel in Breen Street.
Operated by Alex Rogers, it offered accommodation for forty, and had two separate dining
rooms. The competing Ultima Coffee Palace was on the east side of Dillon Street, fronting the
Breen Street extension. It was taken over by Joseph Drewett around 1912, and was later
operated by Miss Clara Conway as the Victoria Coffee Palace.
The year 1912 marked an important phase in the development of Ultima’s centre. It was in April
of that year that the town was officially gazetted, following a petition from the residents in 1911.
A branch of the Commercial Bank was also opened that year, built on the site of the Cuttle
family’s original home and shop. By that time, they too had expanded their business premises,
erecting a new and larger store on the opposite corner of Dillon and Connor Streets. A
photograph of the new ‘Cuttle’s Mallee Store’, taken c.1914, shows that the premises consisted
of a large general store with an attached but separate produce store, and an adjacent yard for
farming machinery. (Figure 12) The railway reserve was also developed, with the erection of a
goods shed.
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Amidst this development, one obvious shortcoming was the inadequacy of Ultima’s postal
services. For many years, the post office operated from the front room of the Cuttle’s residence
in Dillon Street.10 After their house was demolished for the new branch of the Commercial Bank,
the post office was relocated to makeshift premises elsewhere, and this was described by one
observer in 1912 as:
a dingy, small, crude, primitive office, boasting no embellishment, convenience or
suitability to the public. A business man in Ultima would be ashamed to attend to
his customers in such a place.

The Soldier Settlement period of the 1920s saw another burst of commercial expansion in Ultima.
The Cuttle family established a motor garage alongside their general store, on the site formerly
used as a machinery yard, and the Minster family erected the Ultima Café and bakery alongside it
in 1925. It was also during the inter-War period that there was considerable commercial
development along on the eastern side of Dillon Street, which had formerly been largely
residential. Around 1922, Mrs Louise Keith established a newsagency and Free Library in a
house next to the Mechanic’s Hall, where she sold home-made cakes, pies, ice-cream and lollies.
A new purpose-built post office was finally erected in 1923, followed four years later by Ultima’s
second bank: a branch of the ES&A Bank, erected on the northeastern corner of Dillon and
Vernon Streets. In the early 1930s, local carpenters Ern Davies and Harry Wood erected two
shops on the east side of Dillon Street.11 One became a butcher shop operated by the Perris
family, and the other, a grocery store operated by Frank Deauville.12
The inter-War period also saw casualties among Ultima’s central activity district. The onset of
the Depression caused the collapse of the long-standing Cuttle family business. Their general
store was subsequently taken over by a pharmacist, R S (Bob) Robertson, and the adjacent motor
garage by Clement Baldwin. Another casualty of the Depression was the ES&A Bank branch,
which closed in 1935. The vacated building thereafter became the local Police Station. It was
also during the inter-War period that a number of buildings in the town centre were destroyed by
fire. The original Railway Hotel was gutted in 1923, the Mechanics’ Hall in 1932, and Draper’s
(formerly John Guy’s) General Store, along with the adjacent premises, Gundlach’s Barber Shop
and Billiard Room, in January 1939.13 The hotel and hall were both rebuilt, but the site of the
two old shops, at the corner of McClelland Street, remained vacant until a new bakery was
erected there some twenty-five years later.

Figure 11

Allom Lovell & Associates

East side of Dillon Street, looking north, circa 1912. Note residential
development, and Coffee palace in background, fronting Breen Street.
Source: Eileen Watson (ed.) Ultima Centenary.
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Figure 12

The second Cuttle’s Mallee Store, Dillon Street, as it appeared c.1914.
Source: L Scholes. A History of the Shire of Swan Hill.

By the onset of the Second World War, Ultima’s reputation as a key grain-producing centre was
more or less assured, evidenced by the erection of a concrete silo in 1940, and the 1,000,000bushel metal silos in the early 1950s. The stability of the economy is reflected in the fact that
there were few changes in the built form of the commercial centre. Indeed, many of the shops and
businesses in Dillon Street remained in the ownership of the same families for considerable
periods. The old Cuttle general store, for example, was taken over by the Malone family in 1947,
and operated as Malone’s Cash Store for almost thirty years. Similarly, the Perris family ran
their butcher shop from 1932 until 1956, and Clem Baldwin remained as proprietor of the motor
garage from the 1935 until 1963.14 The longevity award, however, must go to the Boyd family,
who acquired the Ultima Café in 1950 and still retain ownership.
In 1964, a report in the Swan Hill Guardian stated that ‘most people seem to think of Ultima as a
dying town, but facts and figures prove otherwise. Its progress during the past ten years has been
slow but steady’. The report went on to state that ten homes had been erected in that time, as
well as five new railway houses. At least one of these was an imported pre-fabricated timber
dwelling from the Victorian government’s ‘Operation Snail’ housing project of the early 1950s.
In the town’s commercial centre, a new bakery had been erected on the corner of Dillon Street
and McClelland Street, on the site formerly occupied by Bob Gundlach’s Billiard Saloon. The
grocery shop on the east side of Dillon Street, formerly operated by John Deauville and later by
Vincent Dagge, was also remodelled in 1964 to become the Scout Hall for the newly-formed
Ultima Boy Scout and Girl Guide troops.15 The Police Station closed in 1967, and the building,
which was originally the ES&A Bank, became a private residence.
The 1970s and ‘80s saw the gradual closure of more businesses in Dillon Street, including the
bank, the butcher, the post office and Malone’s Cash Stores. The Boyd family’s café, as one of
the few surviving retail businesses, took over many of the roles of the defunct shops, and was
gradually re-invented as a mixed business. The closed shops remained vacant, or were used for
storage or residential use. Several were demolished. After its closure in 1974, Malone’s Cash
Store was razed, and the site was acquired by the Costigan family, who had succeeded Clement
Baldwin as proprietors of the adjacent motor garage. The old garage itself was demolished in
1984, and a new and larger premises was built, extending across both sites.16 That same year,
two old houses on the eastern side of Dillon Street were demolished by the newly-formed Ultima
Lion’s Club to make way for a community park in the centre of the town.17
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Figure 13

Dillon Street, east side, looking south, c.1920 showing (R-L) Gundlach’s
Billiard Saloon & Barber, Guy’s General Store, and the Cuttle Mallee Store.
Source: Eileen Watson (ed.) Ultima Centenary.

Figure 14

The same view today. Note undeveloped land between the new bakery (built on
site of Gundlach’s Store, 1964) and the former Ultima Café (1925)

The Lion’s Park was further developed throughout the 1980s, including the installation of a
Rotunda, Time Capsule and a barbeque. The adjacent Scout Hall, originally a grocer’s shop,
was remodelled to form a museum-like display of farming implements and other memorabilia,
with its side wall removed to permit viewing and interpretation from the park.
2.2.3

Description
The town centre is concentrated on Dillon Streets, with commercial development, both
functioning and obsolete, along both sides of the road. Unlike the comparable heritage precinct in
Monash Road, Nyah West, the shops do not survive in continuous strip along just one side of the
road. Instead, they are largely freestanding, being separated by often substantial areas of open
space. In most cases, these vacant lots represent the sites of shops and houses which have been
demolished or destroyed.

Allom Lovell & Associates
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Figure 15

East side of Dillon Street, looking north. Note former grocer’s shop (Scout
Hall), former Butcher’s Shop, and concrete water tower in distance.

With the notable exception of the Ultima Hotel, a large double-storey brick building prominently
sited at the entrance to the town, the commercial development consists largely of single storey
timber-framed or brick shops, built to the property line, with gabled or hipped roofs clad in
corrugated galvanised steel and typically concealed by a parapet at the street front. The timberframed shops are variously clad with weatherboard, Masonite, corrugated galvanised steel,
pressed metal sheeting, or cement render over an expanded metal substrate. Almost all of the
shops retains verandahs, although in some cases they have been altered, rebuilt or have had their
original timber posts replaced with steel pipe columns. Many of the shops retain original splayed
doorways, some with panelled timber doors, and copper-framed shopfront windows with multipaned sashes and rectangular fanlights. The former butcher shop retains some early or original
decal signage to the glazing. The Milk Bar, formerly the Ultima Café, built 1925, is one of the
few original shops still in use as a retail outlet and has been altered by the installation of modern
shopfront windows and door. However, it basic inter-War form, with gambrel roof, plain
chimney and brick parapet, is still clearly apparent.
Notable buildings in the streetscape include the brick Post Office (1923), and two weatherboard
banks (1912 and 1927), situated on opposite sides of Dillon Street on the corners, respectively, of
Vernon Street and O’Connor Street. Both of these are weatherboard buildings with gabled roofs,
and include an attached residence to the rear. There is a small number of post-War buildings in
the streetscape, namely the new garage and the CFA shed, both of which are steel-framed
structures, clad in metal decking, with shallow gabled roofs. The new bakery, erected in 1964 on
the corner of Dillon and McLelland Street, is sympathetic in its style, materials and scale, with a
transverse gabled roof and a skillion verandah supported on steel pipes.
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Figure 16

Breen Street extension, showing horse trough and standpipe (circa 1927)

Figure 17

Detail of former Perris family butcher shop (c.1932), showing the intact
shopfront windows with remnant signage

Allom Lovell & Associates
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Figure 18

East side of Dillon Street, looking south, showing the Lion’s Park (formerly the
site of two early houses) and the town’s second Public Hall in the background)

The Ultima railway station ground, between Breen and David Streets, no longer has a station
building, but it retains a timber-framed gable-roofed goods shed, clad entirely in corrugated
galvanised steel. A shed of almost identical design exists in the station ground at Manangatang.
There is also an attached pair of concrete grain silos, erected around c.1940 and identical to those
at Nyah West, Natya, Pira and elsewhere. Along the railway side of Breen Street, there is a
concrete water tower, which was erected c.1908 and is thus one of the oldest surviving structures
in the town centre.
Nearby is a public standpipe and a ‘Bills’ memorial concrete horse trough dating from the late
1920s. The latter is one of several thousand such troughs which were distributed around
Australia, funded by the bequest of prominent industrialist and animal lover George Bills and his
wife Annis. On the opposite (eastern) side of the railway line, there are two houses, fronting the
Ultima-Lake Boga Road, which were evidently built as Departmental dwellings for railway
employees. One is a simple weatherboard cottage which appears to date from the 1920s, and the
other is a standard design ‘Operation Snail’ prefabricated timber dwelling from the 1950s.
2.2.4

Individually Significant Buildings
The following places within the Dillon Street precinct are of particular significance, and
individual datasheets have been prepared for them.

24

•

Ultima Hotel, 1 Breen Street (HO175)

•

‘Operation Snail’ House, David Street (HO177)

•

former Commercial Bank, 12 Dillon Street (HO178)

•

former ES&A bank, 23 Dillon Street (HO179)
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2.2.5

•

former shops, 24-26 Dillon Street (HO180)

•

former Post Office, 29 Dillon Street (HO181)

•

House, 30-32 Dillon Street (HO182)

•

Railway goods shed, Dillon Street (HO183)

•

War Memorial, 13 Vernon Street (HO186)

Assessment of Significance
Provisional Assessment
The original Stage One report described the significance of the Dillon Street town centre thus:
This area is considered to be representative of other remote town centres in the Municipality
that developed following closer settlement in relative isolation from Swan Hill and, later,
Robinvale. It has survived with a degree of intactness that contrasts with Manangatang and
other all but vanished centres on the northern railway routes.

A brief comparative analysis of the early twentieth century townships across the municipality
proves this to be the case. The larger towns, namely Robinvale and Manangatang, have been
economically stable in the post-World War II period, which has resulted in ongoing development
of their commercial areas. As such, the respective town centres retain very little of their interWar building stock. At Manangatang, for example, there is the former bakery (c.1924) on the
west side of the main road, and the former butcher’s shop (c.1926) on the east side. The
contiguous strip of shops along the western side of the main road, however, has been considerably
developed since World War II. This is even more apparent at Robinvale which, although settled
from the mid-1920s, was developed extensively after it was gazetted as a town in 1947. With the
notable exception of the railway station and the hotel, there are practically no surviving inter-War
buildings in the town centre.
The commercial centres of the smaller towns are also less intact than that at Ultima, but for very
different reasons. Most of these were established in the first two decades of the twentieth century,
with a particular burst of development in the Soldier Settlement era of the early 1920s. The
subsequent failure of Soldier Settlement, with persistent droughts and pest plaques in the late
1920s, and the onset of the Depression, severely affected the ongoing development of these
smaller towns. Commercial activity was curtailed, or even halted completely, in the post-World
War II era, and public utilities such as schools, churches, and police stations were invariably
closed down or relocated to larger towns. In some instances, the physical evidence of these onceflourishing towns had almost entirely disappeared by the 1980s.
The respective commercial centres of these smaller towns around Swan Hill are compared in the
following table. The towns are listed in chronological order of their date of earliest settlement.
The third column gives a description of each town’s centre in 1938, as it was described in that
year’s edition of the Victorian Municipal Directory. The fourth column indicates which, if any,
of these same buildings are still extant in 2000.
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Township

Settled

Town centre, 1938

Town centre, 2000

Lake Boga

1895

post/telegraph office, police
station, three banks, mechanic’s
institute, two coffee palaces,
hotel, stores

bank, hotel, two stores

Ultima

1900

post office, police station, hotel,
bank (+ many stores)

post office, police station,
hotel, bank (+ four stores)

Chillingollah

1909

post office, state school, hall,
police station, two stores, court
house, bank, hotel

former store

Waitchie

1909

post/telegraph office, wine hall,
store, public hall, bank, church

church

Chinkapook

1913

post/telegraph office, two stores,
hall, state school, bank, wine hall

former bank

Piangil

1916

post/telegraph office, police
station, bank, public hall, two
coffee palaces (+ store)

public hall (+ store)

Kooloonong

1920

two stores, state school, boarding former boarding house
house

Annuello

1921

three stores, post office, state
school, public hall

public hall

Robinvale

1926

post/telegraph office, bank,
police station, two stores, coffee
palace, hotel, public hall

hotel

From this table alone, it is clearly evident that the town centre at Ultima retains far more of its
inter-War building stock than comparable small townships across the municipality.
Notwithstanding its overall intactness in a general sense, what makes Ultima’s town centre
particularly significant is the fact that its surviving building stock provides evidence of several
key phases in the historical development of the township. In the following table, the remaining
structures within the proposed Heritage Overlay area are listed in chronological order of their
dates of construction.
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c.1908

Concrete water tower, east side of Breen Street

1912

former CBC Bank branch and residence, west side of Dillon Street

1915

former W&A Smith general store, west side of Dillon Street.

c.1920

former Railway Departmental Dwelling, Ultima-Lake Boga Road.

1923

former Post Office, east side of Dillon Street

1924

Ultima Hotel, 1 Breen Street

1925

Milk Bar (former Ultima Café), west side of Dillon Street

1927

former ES&A Bank branch (later Police Station), east side of Dillon Street

c.1927

Bills Memorial Horse Trough (and public standpipe?), Breen Street

1932

former butcher shop (later restaurant), east side of Dillon Street
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1932

former grocer’s shop (later Scout Hall), east side of Dillon Street

1940

Concrete silos, east side of Breen Street

c.1950

Steel silos, east side of Breen Street

c.1950

former Railway Department ‘Operation Snail’ house, Ultima-Lake Boga Road.

1952

War Memorial (1922) relocated to present site, cnr Dillon and Vernon Streets

1964

former bakery, west side of Dillon Street (corner McClelland Street)

1984

Ultima Garage, west side of Dillon Street (corner Connor Street)

1984+

Lion’s Park, east side of Dillon Street (including rotunda, barbeque, etc)

Thus the Ultima town centre, as it survives today, provides evidence of the Closer Settlement
phase (c.1908), development as a newly-gazetted township (1911 onwards), the Soldier
Settlement era (1920s) and the post-Depression recovery era (1930s), as well as ongoing
development and recovery after World War II. This more recent development, however, does not
overwhelm the earlier buildings, and is mostly sympathetic in scale and materials.
Statement of Significance
The Ultima town centre, concentrated on Dillon Street, Ultima, is of regional historic and
aesthetic significance.
It is a representative example of the type of townships which developed in the municipality of
Swan Hill, and in rural Victoria generally, in the first half of the twentieth century. It is one of
the most intact inter-War townships in the entire municipality, retaining many of its early
structures, as well as providing evidence of several key phases in the subsequent development of
the town. While there were once many comparable townships in the municipality, the post-World
War II period has seen the abandonment and decay of the smaller settlements, such as Annuello
and Kooloonong, or, at the opposite extreme, the ongoing commercial development of larger ones
such as Robinvale and Manangatang. Both scenarios have resulted in a loss of much built fabric
from the inter-War heyday of these towns.
Ultima’s town centre differs markedly from the comparable historic inter-War commercial
precinct at Nyah West in that it is more compact, with hotel, shops, post office, public hall and
railway reserve in very close proximity, and, unlike Nyah West, has commercial development
along both sides of the main street.
2.2.6

Recommendations
Retain original verandahs. Where appropriate, replace unsympathetic metal pipe columns with
timber posts to match original.
Owners of heritage buildings within the precinct, particularly those which are apparently vacant,
should be encouraged to undertake basic maintenance. Inappropriate additions should be
removed to reinstate the original form of the buildings. Other unsympathetic accretions, such as
masonite infills over shop windows, and ad hoc repairs, should also be removed.
Original shopfronts should be retained, including original signage and window decals. Original
painted signage, including that on side walls and parapets, could also be reinstated where
evidence of this remains.
The inter-War shops should be interpreted. Notwithstanding their actual function (eg as private
residences or other non-retail use), the shop windows could be dressed with appropriate items to
create the effect of a living museum. The former grocer’s shop, for example, could have a
display of period tins, bottles and so on, to evoke a typical inter-War grocer’s business.

Allom Lovell & Associates

27

Rural City of Swan Hill Heritage Review: Heritage Overlay Precincts

Interpretation of these shops should be appropriate. For example, the current use of the former
grocer’s shop (scout hall) to display farming machinery is not appropriate and confuses the
significance of the original building. This machinery should be displayed elsewhere, such as a
separate enclosure within the park, and the shop’s missing side wall should be reinstated.
The sites of significant demolished buildings in Dillon Street, such as the Cuttle Mallee Store,
original Cuttle residence and tennis courts, early houses on the site of the Lion’s Park and so on,
should be interpreted. This could be done by means of signage with historic photographs.
Careful consideration should be given to the future development of vacant sites. The erection of
new buildings on these sites should be informed by sensitivity to the existing building stock and
respect for its original scale, materials and detailing without resorting to ‘mock’ heritage or
replication of historic styles.
The concrete water tower, silos and ‘Bills’ horse trough should all retain their original unpainted
finishes. These structures should also be interpreted.

Figure 19
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Extent of Monash Avenue Precinct, Nyah West
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2.3

Monash Avenue Precinct, Nyah West

2.3.1

Location and Curtilage
The map provided in the ‘Stage One Report and Recommendations’ shows a nominal boundary
which encapsulated both sides of Monash Avenue, extending from the railway line westwards to
Frederick and O’Connor Streets, both sides of Lloyd Street from Black Street to Frederick Street,
and both sides of Station Street from Monash Avenue to Donald Street. It also included both
sides of Gray Street, extending from Station Street to Black Street, and the north side of Donald
Street, from Station Street to Black Street. This proposed precinct thus included not only much
of the commercial centre of Nyah West, but also the railway area, including the silos and cooperative fruit warehouse, and some residential areas off Station Street.
Close inspection of the proposed precinct indicated that the boundaries should be revised. It was
deemed that the commercial centre was the most significant and distinctive aspect. The railway
properties were removed, as were the housing in Gray and Donald Streets, and the modern
buildings on the north sides of Lloyd Street, west of the public hall. Finally, the boundary along
Monash Avenue was extended west from O’Connor Street to Leigh Street, in order to include all
of the inter-War shops along the north side of the road.
Thus the revised precinct (Figure 19) included the following streets and properties:

2.3.2

•

2-44 Monash Avenue (north side, between the railway line and Leigh Street)

•

South side of Monash Avenue, between Station Street and the former fire station)

•

2-16 Station Street (west side, between Monash Avenue and Gray Street)

•

Lloyd Street, (north side, between Station Street and the public hall inclusive)

•

5-33 Lloyd Street (south side, from Black Street to Frederick Street)

•

8-14 Gray Street (north side, between No 14 and Station Street)

History
Like many early settlements in the Mallee region, the township of Nyah West developed following
the extension of the railway network through the area. The railway line from Bendigo had
reached Swan Hill in 1890, and was gradually extended further north over the next few decades.
The railway reached Nyah West in 1912, and a further extension to Piangil was opened on 27
May 1915. As in the case of Ultima, the extension of the railway line was actually responsible
for the town’s name: originally Nyah Rail.
A commercial centre soon developed at Nyah Rail, with one of the earliest shops being Dower’s
Store, located on the north side of Monash Avenue, immediately west of the site of the presentday National Bank. According to the recollections of one local resident, the store was a large
barn-like building which served as the general store and post office, with an attached room which
served as the town’s public hall. The premises, evidently erected c.1912, was originally, and
briefly, owned by the Harvey family, before being taken over by the Dowers c.1913, who
continued to operate the business throughout the teens. Another early shop in the area was a café
and greengrocer (since demolished) owned by L J Hargreaves, built in Monash Avenue in 1919
near the east corner of the O’Connor Street intersection. In 1920, Manning & Drewitt, agents,
opened on the west corner of O’Connor Street, along with chemist H Bray nearby. That same
year, a former miner’s cottage was relocated to Monash Avenue, where it was occupied by local
butcher Stephen O’Connor, who established his shop on the adjacent site.18
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Figure 20

Monash Avenue commercial centre, Nyah West, as it was in the 1920s.
Source: G Willoughby. On ‘This Bend’ of the River.

Figure 21

The same strip of Monash Road as it appears today

The burgeoning commercial development of Nyah West continued into the early 1920s. Concrete
footpaths and street lighting were installed along Monash Avenue in 1921.19 A schematic map of
the town centre, prepared by Grace Willoughby and based on oral history and other sources,
indicates that almost all of the sites on the northern side of Monash Avenue were initially
developed for commercial and retail use between 1921 and 1923.20 Amongst these early
businesses in the town’s main street were two cafés, a bootmaker, two butchers, a hairdressers, a
dentist, a draper, two solicitors, a chemist, and respective branches of the National Bank and the
Commercial Bank. The cluster of shops to the west of O’Connor Street included a post office
agency, jeweller, saddler and billiard saloon. (Figure 20)
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At the same time, development was also spreading to nearby Lloyd Street. In 1920, blacksmith S
C Bodinnar, opened a small workshop (now Home Hardware) on the south side of the street, and
a small timber shop, later E Hobson’s Nyora Café, was built next to Bodinnar’s workshop in
early 1921. The public hall, a substantial mass-concrete building, opened on the opposite side of
Lloyd Street later that year. Also in 1921, a substantial Victorian-style timber villa was relocated
from Bendigo to a vacant site at 25 Lloyd Street.21 This house (Figure 26) operated as Sister
Raynor’s private hospital and later as Mr Warner’s dental clinic.
Station Street was also being developed around the same time with the erection Milton Nisbet’s
grocery shop (later Tyrrell’s) and the Ross family’s butcher shop (now Nyah West Butchery).
The year 1923 saw the completion of a substantial block of shops known as Bruton’s Concrete
Building. Half of this complex was occupied by McCalman’s Drapery and Manchester (192346) and the other half by Fell’s Newsagency. The small shop in the angled corner, next to the
hotel site, was variously occupied by dentist’s surgery, cake shop and estate agents. Construction
of the hotel itself commenced in 1922, although it was not completed until 1924.
By contrast, there was considerably less new commercial development in the second half of the
1920s. In 1925, blacksmith S C Bodinnar extended his existing workshop in Lloyd Street. The
following year, the new Classical-style post office was opened on a site between the Nyora Café
and the private hospital, replacing the earlier post office in Monash Avenue. A notable addition
to the main street was a motor garage which was built by café proprietor Lou Lauer in 1927, on a
site adjacent to his café. Although his café was subsequently taken over by Mrs Garland, Lauer
continued to operate the garage for the next four decades. Minor redevelopment took place in
Monash Avenue following a fire in 1928 which destroyed two buildings, namely the Commercial
Bank branch and the adjacent Nankervis store, the latter formerly known as Dower’s Store, and
the oldest shop in the town. Both sites were promptly redeveloped. A new bank branch was
erected in the form of a smart Classical-style fire-proof masonry building, and a brick shop was
built on the site of Dower’s Store, subsequently operated as Miss Holdenson’s café.

Figure 22
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Monash Avenue commercial centre, as it appeared in c.1950s.
Source: Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria.
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Figure 23

The SR&WSC Office in Monash Avenue, Nyah West, as it was c.1950
Source: Picture Collection, State Library of Victoria.

By the 1930s, development was also taking place on the median strip to the south side of Monash
Avenue. The Nyah West Fire Brigade, founded in 1925, erected a new fire station opposite Vane
George’s Georgia Café in 1930. The State Rivers & Water Supply Commission (SR&WSC)
built an office further to the east, directly opposite the solicitor’s office at No 10 Monash Avenue.
(Figure 23) In 1934, a large Sugar gum tree (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) was planted on the median
strip to celebrate Arbour Week. Towards the end of that decade, the National Bank replaced the
original timber building at No 12 Monash Avenue with a larger rendered masonry building. This
may have been designed by prominent Melbourne architects Meldrum & Noad, who were
architects to the National Bank at the time.
There have been remarkably few changes to the commercial streetscapes in the post-War period.
(Figure 22) The new branch of the State Bank at 16 Monash Avenue, erected in the1960s, is the
only new building in the main street. In nearby Lloyd Street, a new service station was erected in
1953 on vacant land owned by S C Bodinnar.22 More recently, the former SR&WSC Office on
the opposite side of the street was remodelled as an Elderly Citizen’s Centre, rendering the original
building, with its Classical-style portico, almost unrecognisable. A number of early shops have
also been demolished, including E C Wood’s Saddlery (built 1921) and the Ideal Billiard Saloon
(built 1922), both formerly located at the far eastern end of Monash Avenue. A row of three shops
to the immediate east of O’Connor Street were demolished in the 1980s, which included the former
Hargreaves café, erected in 1919 and thus one of the first shops in the town. All of these sites
currently remain vacant and undeveloped.
The greatest change to the Monash Street streetscape, however, is in terms of the actual use of the
buildings. Many of the purpose-built shops are no longer used for commercial or retail activity.
Some now evidently function as private residences, while others are vacant. This is typical of the
pattern of declining local population and shifting demography in rural Victorian towns.
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Figure 24

2.3.3

Photograph showing typical verandahs and shaped timber-framed parapets.

Description
The town centre at Nyah West is concentrated on Monash Avenue, where commercial
development (both functioning and obsolete) extends along the north side of the street. Similar
commercial developments also extend along the west side of Station Street, curving around into
one end of Lloyd Street. The south side of Monash Avenue remains largely undeveloped as a
landscaped median strip. Two early buildings, both institutional rather than commercial, remain:
the former fire station, and the former office of the SR&WSC (now the Elderly Citizen’s Centre).
Not surprisingly, the shops erected in the 1920s are quite similar in construction, composition,
scale and detailing. (Figure 24) Without exception, they are single-storey, and built to the
property line. They are variously of brick or timber construction, with at least one, in Station
Street, of mass-concrete construction. Roofs are variously hipped or gabled, clad in corrugated
galvanised steel, and frequently concealed by parapets. There are three small freestanding
weatherboard shops, including one in Lloyd Street, which have longitudinal gabled roofs and
exposed gable ends, and one shop, at No 14 Monash Avenue, with a spreading gambrel roof
partly concealed by a low cream brick parapet. The remaining shops invariably have the
traditional timber-framed parapets of rectangular or stepped form, with painted signage.
The shop facades are typically single-fronted, but there are a number of paired shops with a
symmetrical double-fronted composition. These have splayed entrances with panelled or halfglazed doors, and metal-framed fixed-sash shopfront windows with highlights, most of which are
original. Some of the shop windows still retain early advertising decals or lettering. One of the
most distinctive aspects of the streetscapes is the recurring use of verandahs, in the typical form
of skillion roofs of corrugated galvanised steel, supported on timber posts or metal pipes,
sometimes with scalloped timber valences to the sides. Many of these verandahs are no doubt
original while others appear to have been rebuilt in sympathy with the original. Only a few of the
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1920s shops in Monash Avenue lack these verandahs, such as the former Holdenson café at No
14, which has a modern cantilevered awning. The former Lauer motor garage at No 4 has no
verandah at all although its original function suggests that it may never have had one.
There are a number of distinct different buildings in the commercial streetscape, most notably the
two bank branches. The former Commercial Bank (built 1931) is a single-storey rendered brick
building , its roof concealed by a parapet. The façade is divided into three bays by Tuscan
pilasters, which support a plain entablature with a moulded cornice. The main entrance is located
off-centre, and there are multi-paned steel-framed sash windows in the two other bays. The
former National bank (erected late 1930s?) is also a single-storey rendered brick building, but
with a more free interpretation of the Classical style. The symmetrical façade has a shallow
raked parapet and is delineated by moulded stringcourses and banded rustication across the base.
It has a central double-doorway with a series of projecting bands, flanked by wide multi-paned
sash windows. The masonry construction is no doubt indicative of the corporate style, but
probably also of the need for security, as is their design which reflected corporate image
compared with a more vernacular style reflecting local businesses.
There are a very small number of residential buildings within the precinct. There is a doublefronted weatherboard cottage in Monash Avenue, set back from the street. It has a hipped roof
clad in corrugated galvanised steel, penetrated by a red brick chimney, and there is a narrow
verandah with a low solid fence along the property line. The central front door is flanked by
windows with aluminium-framed sliding sashes. The Edwardian house at 25 Lloyd Street is a
double-fronted weatherboard villa of similar form, but with a more ornate bullnosed verandah
supported on turned timber posts. The hipped roof is penetrated by two brick chimneys, and
there are paired brackets at the eaves line and a distinctive gabled above the centrally-placed front
door. It retains timber-framed double-hung sash windows with sidelights.

Figure 25
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South side of Lloyd Street, showing (R-L) the Post Office (1926), the former
Nyora Café (1921) and the former S C Bodinnar blacksmithery (1921; 1926)
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Figure 26

Victorian-style house (former private hospital) at 25 Lloyd Street

Figure 27

West side of Station Street, showing intact strip of 1920s shops.
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The only post-World War II building in the main commercial strip is the former Bank at 16
Monash Avenue, this being a single-storey face cream brick building with a flat roof and a
cantilever awning, clad in steel tray-deck. The façade has an off-centre recessed entrance with
tiled floor and full-height aluminium-framed fixed-sash windows.
2.3.4

Individually Significant Buildings
The following places within the Monash Avenue Precinct are of particular significance, and
individual datasheets have been prepared for them.

2.3.5

•

former picture theatre, 14 Lloyd Street (HO75)

•

Post Office, 19 Lloyd Street (HO76)

•

Sugar Gum, Monash Avenue (HO77)

•

Grand Hotel, 16 Station Street (HO81)

Assessment of Significance
Provisional Assessment
The original Stage One report described the significance of the Nyah West town centre thus:
This centre is comparable in a sense to Ultima but is larger and more complete, demonstrating
a degree of architectural and functional diversity that imparts distinction at a regional level.
Its survival seems to be remarkable to the visitor while its proximity to nearby Swan Hill
should have benefits from the viewpoint of cultural tourism.

Nyah West has always been one of the larger townships in the present-day Rural City of Swan
Hill. Its commercial centre developed far more extensively and rapidly than Robinvale, which is
the only present-day township of truly comparable size. Nyah West was not only a more
substantial settlement than those lesser townships, as tabled in Section 2.2.4 of this report, but it
was also one with a more stable economy which has ultimately ensured the survival of the
physical fabric of its commercial centre. This represents a particularly stark contrast with those
lesser towns in the municipality, which optimistically sprung up with Solider Settlement
developments in the early 1920s, only to be subsequently abandoned due to the pressures of the
Depression, falling wheat prices, and the ultimate failure of the Soldier Settlement scheme.
Not only do the rows of original shops at Nyah West survive as a valuable remnant of the robust
commercial development of a large rural community in the inter-War period, but they provide a
cohesive streetscape which is unique in the municipality. When considered individually, the
shops along Monash Avenue and Station Street are of some historic and aesthetic significance,
but when considered collectively, this significance is increased exponentially. The whole is
indeed greater than the sum of the parts. This particular aspect is acknowledged in the following
concise statement made by student Jim Gleeson in his postgraduate thesis on the development of
Nyah West:
The consistency in the form of the buildings making up the main shopping area and looked t
individually, they are not outstanding but as a whole the pitched roofs, signboard facades and
verandahs tie the area together, contributed to by the fact that these buildings line only one
side of the street.23

Statement of Significance
The commercial centre at Nyah West, comprising sections of Monash Avenue, Lloyd Street and
Station Street as indicated, is of regional historic and aesthetic significance.
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It is a representative and atypically large example of the type of townships which developed in the
municipality of Swan Hill, and in rural Victoria generally, in the first half of the twentieth
century. It has the most substantial and most intact commercial centre of any inter-War
townships in the entire municipality, retaining a unusually large number of early shops from its
heyday of commercial development in the early 1920s. Although the individual shops have been
variously altered to some degree, there has otherwise been remarkably little intrusion by new
construction in the post-World War II era.
The long rows of shops along Monash Avenue and Station Street display a consistency in scale,
style, material and detailing which presents a distinctive streetscape, most notable for its rows of
individual verandahs and timber-framed parapet signboards. The Monash Avenue shopping
centre remains as a distinctive landmark on this major thoroughfare within the municipality.
2.3.5

Recommendations
Retain original verandahs. Where appropriate, replace unsympathetic metal pipe columns with
timber posts to match original.
Owners of heritage buildings within the precinct, particularly those which are apparently vacant,
should be encouraged to undertake basic maintenance. Inappropriate additions should be
removed to reinstate the original form of the buildings. Other unsympathetic accretions, such as
masonite infills over shop windows, and ad hoc repairs, should also be removed.
Original shopfronts should be retained, including original signage and window decals. Original
painted signage, including that on side walls and parapets, could also be reinstated where
evidence of this remains.
The inter-War shops should be interpreted. Notwithstanding their actual function (eg as private
residences or other non-retail use), the shop windows could be dressed with appropriate items to
create the effect of a living museum. The former grocer’s shop, for example, could have a
display of period tins, bottles and so on, to evoke a typical inter-War grocer’s business.
Interpretation of these shops should be appropriate to their original function.
Distinctive buildings whose original function are now longer evident, particularly the former fire
station and the former SR&WSC office, should be interpreted.
The vacant sites, where early shops have been demolished, should be interpreted. Careful
consideration should be given to the future development of these sites. The erection of new
buildings on these sites should be informed by sensitivity to the existing building stock and
respect for its original scale, materials and detailing without resorting to ‘mock’ heritage or
replication of historic styles.
The Sugar gum tree (Eucalyptus cladocalyx), planted by a local schoolboy for Arbour Week in
1934, should be interpreted.
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Figure 28
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Extent of Robinvale Railway Station precinct, Robinvale
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2.4

Robinvale Railway Station Precinct, Robinvale

2.4.1

Location and Curtilage
The map provided in the ‘Stage One Report and Recommendations’ shows a nominal boundary
around the station reserve, bordered by Moore Street to the west, and by Bromley Road to the
east. The precinct extended north to the bridge over the Murray River, and south to Leonara
Road intersection.
Closer inspection revealed that the boundaries should be revised, as much of the land was
undeveloped, or had been developed in relatively recent times. It was decided that the precinct
should be reduced to an area which included the railway station, the water tank, stand pipe and
turntable, with curtilage extending north to Latje Avenue and west to Bromley Road. The
modern toilet block and visitor information centre are to be excluded from the precinct. The row
of metal silos, fronting Moore Road, were to be included in a smaller sub-precinct, with curtilage
extending from the railway line east to Moore Road. The two discrete portions of the precinct
would be connected by a spine formed by the railway line. (Figure 28)

2.4.2

History
The railway line to Robinvale opened on 5 June 1924 This was the culmination of an ambitious
project, commenced almost fifty years earlier, to extend the railway line north from Bendigo,
passing through Bridgewater and Inglewood (1876), Koorong Vale (1882), Boort (1883),
Quambatook (1894), Ultima (1900), Chillingollah (1909), Manangatang (1914), Annuello (1921)
and, finally, on to Robinvale (1924).24 In the early 1920s, it had been proposed to extend the
Robinvale railway line an additional 32 miles (51.5 kilometres) across the Murray River, to Lette
in southern New South Wales. A bridge across the river was constructed, opening on 14 March
1928, but the railway was subsequently extended only 14 miles (22.5 kilometres) from Robinvale
to Korakee in New South Wales, before work was suspended, owing to the Depression.25
The station ground at Robinvale had developed steadily in the 1920s. In June 1926, the Swan
Hill Guardian described the extensive stock handling facilities near the station ground:
At Robinvale railway station there are good sheep trucking and cattle trucking yards. They
are the only yards of their kind for miles and are of great convenience to stockowners for
forwarding stock to the southern market.26

The station ground at Robinvale was further developed by the erection of a rivetted metal water
tower and standpipe and a small turntable near the Latje Road level crossing, both presumably
dating from the late 1920s. However, the subsequent development of Robinvale as a township
was somewhat retarded. As Robyn Ballinger has noted, wheat growing around Benanee failed
and many businesses in the town failed because of the credit which had been extended to settlers.
The Victorian Muncipal Directory for 1938 described Robinvale as a ‘new township on River
Murray’, with a post office, bank, police station, two stores, a coffee palace, hotel, public hall
and state school. But as Ballinger wryly states, the only substantial building in the town was the
hotel, which had been erected in town’s optimistic boom era in the mid-1920s.
In the early 1940s there was renewed interest in the irrigation of the land around Robinvale. A
town plan, allowing for a new city of eight thousand people, was devised by the Town & Country
Planning Board and finally adopted in 1947. By that time, Robinvale had become the terminus of
the railway line, as the extension to Korakee had been closed in 1943. Thereafter, Robinvale
developed rapidly as a new town. (Figure 29) The burgeoning agricultural activity saw a
renewed use of the railway facilities, and they were further developed including a row of metal
silos which were erected along the Moore Road frontage in the 1950s.
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Figure 29

Perrin Street, Robinvale, looking towards the railway station, c.1950s.
Source: Pictorial Collection, State Library of Victoria.

Passenger services to the Robinvale railway station were discontinued in the late 1970s, and the
station building fell into disuse. It was subsequently redeveloped as a ceramic workshop. In the
last few decades, the formerly vacant land around the station ground has been developed as an
industrial estate of sorts, with modern metal-framed and clad buildings which are occupied by a
variety of local businesses. A number of new buildings have been erected in the immediate
vicinity of the old railway station, including a visitor information centre and a public toilet block.
2.4.3

Description
The former railway station is a single-storey weatherboard building with a gabled roof clad in
corrugated galvanised steel, penetrated by a red brick chimney. A return verandah extends across
the west (platform) and south sides, having a concave roof supported on stop-chamfered timber
posts with a timber plank fringe at one end. The platform side has a pair of doorways with
moulded timber architraves and panelled timber doors. There are timber-framed double-hung
sash windows to the west and south sides, the latter being the original ticket sales point, with a
wide shelf-like timber sill on brackets. A lean-to addition to the north has a vehicular doorway to
each side, with pairs of ledged-and-braced timber doors. Near the railway station are two singlestorey detached structures, the toilet block and visitor’s information centre/souvenir shop. Both
were erected relatively recently, albeit in a sympathetic stylistic idiom which reflects the original
station building.
The water tower (Figure 30) is located on the west side of the up-line, approximately half-way
between the former station building and the turntable near the Latje Road level crossing. It
comprises a cylindrical tank of somewhat squat proportions, fabricated from rivetted steel plates,
which is supported by a colonnade of slender steel columns with bell-shaped capitals, connected
by horizontal members and wire cross-bracing. Nearby is a tall metal standpipe in an inverted Lshaped configuration, having a rotating horizontal pipe with a stopcock at the end. The turntable,
located to the immediate north of the stand-pipe, is comparable to that near the Swan Hill railway
station, although this example is somewhat smaller. (Figure 32)
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Figure 30

Metal water tank and stand-pipe near the railway station.

Figure 31

Metal silos along the Moore Road frontage
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Figure 32

Turntable, to the north of the station building.

The four silos (Figure 31) along the Moore Road frontage are cylindrical metal-framed structures
with conical tops, arranged in two pairs. One pair of silos is clad in rivetted metal plates, the
other has corrugated steel cladding. Each pair of silos has a central tower-like element in the
form of a steel-framed box truss. The remaining land along the west side of the railway ground,
fronting Moore Road, has been largely developed as an industrial estate, with numerous steelframed workshops, warehouses and other premises, all of relatively recent origin.
2.4.4

Individually Significant Buildings
The following places within the Robinvale Railway Station Precinct are of particular significance
and individual datasheets have been prepared for them.
•

2.4.5

Robinvale Railway Station (HO96)

Assessment of Significance
Provisional Assessment
The initial assessment of the Robinvale station ground, prepared by the previous consultants, was
as follows:
This unusually linear precinct is significant for its capacity to demonstrate aspects of railway
operations in the Mallee now swept away by economic and technological change. Here is a
collection of elements that was once commonplace across Victoria but is now rare. Its interest
is strengthened by the history of railway communication in the area expressed in particularly
by the railway formation to the lift span former road/rail bridge over the Murray River.
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It should be pointed out that the railway station ground at Robinvale is one of many in the Rural
City of Swan Hill, which, for various reasons, display different levels of integrity. The most
impressive is perhaps the still-operational passenger and goods station at Swan Hill, with its red
brick station building, erected 1898, and its small cluster of associated timber-framed stores and
other outbuildings, as well as a turntable. Manangatang and Robinvale both retain their original
timber-framed station buildings, and some associated structures.
Other station grounds, such as Ultima, Lake Boga, Natya and Annuello, may no longer retain
their original station buildings, but still have valuable physical evidence of railway activity in the
form of platforms, stores, concrete and metal silos, crane bases and the like. The long-abandoned
station sites at Yungera and Coonimur represent the lowest level of integrity, with mere mounds
of earth marking the location of former goods platforms and station buildings.
Statement of Significance
The railway station ground at Robinvale is of regional historical significance.
The remaining early structures, namely the timber station, water tank, stand pipe and turntable,
as well as the nearby railway bridge, provide evidence of the prematurely optimistic expansion of
the railway line to the border in the 1920s. They remain as a significant marker at what was
originally the terminus of a major railway route through northern Victoria. Following the
retarded development of the town of Robinvale in the 1930s, and its subsequent renewal in the
post-World War II period, the early buildings and structures in the station ground remain as
important remnants of the earliest development of Robinvale as a township. The metal silos,
dating from the 1950s, provide evidence of Robinvale’s second and more successful phase of
development in the post-World War II period.
2.4.5

Recommendation
The boundaries of the precinct should be altered to include the only railway line, railway station,
silos, stand pipe, water tank and turntable, with sufficient curtilage around extending to the street
frontages as indicated. The modern buildings, including the toilet block and Visitor Information
Centre, are of no heritage significance and should be omitted.
The metal water tank should remain unpainted.
The interpretation of the turntable would be greatly improved if the weeds and overgrown grass
were cut back to reveal the full form of the object.
The site should be interpreted eg by means of signage with historic photographs.
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