Beverford
The small yet vibrant country town Beverford is located
approximately 14 km from Swan Hill and was, together
with Woorinen, founded and quickly progressed after the
First World War. At the 2006 census, Beverford and the
surrounding area had a population of 247 but I bet after
the 2011 census we would have definitely grown
somewhat.
The area around Beverford, which includes Tyntynder,
was predominately founded for purpose as a soldier
settlement in the war time. Its location right beside the
Murray would have served its purpose well with fresh
water and plenty of promise for future farming and settlement opportunities.
The Beverford District, known for its rich fertile soil, is
home to dairies and fruit farms. It is known also for its
grape growing and wine industry. Buller’s Winery is
perhaps the most noted in the area. Opened in 1951 by
Reginald Buller, the winery is one of two owned by the
company and grows and processes grapes that are
distributed Australia wide.
A brief history of Buller’s Winery will tell that in the
early 1950s Reg established his business on a solid
foundation with irrigated fruit from Swan Hill, Reg
commenced to build the winery at Beverford based on a
gentlemen’s agreement with one of his clients in
Melbourne. The agreement was that they would pay in
advance for wine and brandy spirit, supplying the necessary cash flow for Reg to commence the building of the
winery and distillery.
Because of problems lifting the huge trusses into place,
Reg wasn’t going to have the distillery ready in time to
make the Spirit to fortify the Sherry and Port that had to
be supplied as part of the original agreement. He was in a
bind.
Then along came Mr Bill Seppelt and his wine maker
Woody Woodroff, from Rutherglen, who knew Reg well.
After hearing about the predicament Mr Seppelt
suggested that Woody might like to supply whatever
spirit Reg required to get through this vintage and to
replace it when he managed to get the distillery finished
and up and running.
Ultimately, the Sherry and Port were delivered and the
Seppelts received the spirit owed to them.
Both the building of the winery and the “loan of spirit”
were all agreed to with a ‘gentleman’s handshake’, not
contracts, no lawyers, just men of their word.

Moving on down the Murray Valley Highway you will
come across the Beverford and District Fire Brigade. The
Fire Brigade was opened on July 1st 2005. The community
got together to form the brigade after a serious house fire
incident that cause a life to be lost.
Next stop is the Beverford Post Office and General Store.
The Post Office back in the early 1900's was also a
Telephone Exchange and was originally run by the Fisher
Family from about 1910 until the 1980’s. The Fishers ran
the Post Office from their farm house, which was to the
east of the store. You can still the original house behind
the house of the current general store.
The General Store was originally a weighbridge building.
In 1932 Mr Ernie Bail purchased the building, of which
Mrs Bail and their daughter Ivy opened a store to service,
the Beverford District. Soon after the store was opened a
residence was built behind it. Mrs Bail made pies and
pasties for workers in and around the area. The Doherty
Family were the longest serving caretakers of the store,
owning and running the store for just over 30 years.
Eventually the Post Office and the General Store
combined and even to this day it is still operating as both.
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Moving on down the highway and the first business on the
left is the Beverford Motor Wreckers. The Beverford
Motor Wreckers has been owned by Malcolm Morrison for
the past 30 years.
When Malcolm first took over he ran a one man show.
Now he currently employs 6 staff, with 3 of those being
qualified mechanics.
The Beverford Tavern the hub of the community. The
Tavern was opened in 1976 and since then has become a
thriving business! Many a weekend you can see the locals
and travellers perch up at the bar for a cold beer, and the
meals are scrumptious!
Now let’s get back to some serious business. A hop skip
and a jump along the highway is the Beverford District
Primary School which was opened in September 1924.
Students are bussed in from the surrounding areas.
Opposite the Primary School is Oswin Road. If you travel
along the road until you reach the end you will meet up
with the Murray River. You will also see our boat ramp
which was officially opened in June 2010.
Another interesting business which is run in Steicke Road
is the Northern Valley Stockfeeds. Lucerne chaff was
supplied from this stock mill for the 2000 Olympic Games
in Sydney.
Many of the locals in the community enjoy horse riding,
attending gymkhanas and other horse events.
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Management of the
Community Plan
The Bigger Better Beverford
community group have been
elected by the community to
manage the Plan.
It is the responsibility of the Focus
Groups to plan and implement
projects as identified by the
community.
Community Plan reports and
updates on each project are to be
presented by Focus Groups at
scheduled Bigger Better Beverford
meetings.
(For further details refer to the Beverford
District Community Plan 2009/2010)

2. Support funding
applications to enhance
t he c o mmu n i ty i.e .
upgrades to facilities for

1 . Co mmu ni ty Ev en ts su ch a s

t he c o mmu n i ty an d or
school, CFA, local

 B e ve rf o rd Co mmun it y Ga ra ge

busi nesses.

sale
 Social Barbecues

3 . I mp ro ve t he a cc es s t o

 Mo vie Nig h t s

and from the Ser vice

 Clean up Australia Day

Road and Mur ray Valley

 A u st ra lia Da y B rea kf a st

Hi ghway

 Book Swap Nights
 And other events and social

o cca sion s a s id en tif ie d b y th e
community

4 . The Co mmu ni ty t o be
invol ved in the Land Use
Strategy

5. Celebrate being a “town”

Rural City Council

The Beverford District Community
Plan 2012- 2015 was reviewed at a
Public Meeting held June 2013

