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SECTION A – PROCEDURAL MATTERS


Open
Mayor, Cr Les McPhee assumed the chair and declared the meeting open at 8.34am.

Acknowledgement of Country
Mayor, Cr Les McPhee read the Acknowledgement of Country.

Prayer
Cr Bill Moar read the prayer.

Apologies
Cr John Katis
28/17 Motion
MOVED Cr Norton
That the apologies be accepted.
SECONDED Cr Moar
The Motion was put and CARRIED
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Submission 1 - David Mark

SECTION B – REPORTS
B.17.48

RECEIVE, HEAR AND CONSIDER SUBMISSIONS TO THE DRAFT 2017/18
ANNUAL BUDGET

Responsible Officer:
File Number:
Attachments:

Director Corporate Services
S15-06-08
1
Submission 1 - David Mark
2
Submission 2 - Trish Taverna
3
Submission 3 - Pat Grant
4
Submission 4 - Cameron Smits
5
Submission 5 - Christine Plant

Declarations of Interest:
David Lenton - as the responsible officer, I declare that I have no disclosable interests in this
matter.
Summary
The purpose of this report is to enable Council to receive, hear and consider submissions for
the Draft 2017/18 Annual Budget.
At the close of the submission period five submissions were received. The submitters did not
request to speak to their submissions.

Discussion
Council advertised for submissions to its Draft 2017/18 Annual Budget in the Swan Hill
Guardian on 19 May 2017 and the Robinvale Sentinel on 25 May 2017.
The Statutory period for making submissions has now passed. As required under the Local
Government Act 1989. Council must now formally receive, hear and consider all submissions.
At the close of the submission period five submissions were received. None of the submitters
has requested to speak to their submission.
Summary of Submission 1 (David Mark), Submission 2 (Trish Taverna) and Submission
4 (Cameron Smits)
The issues raised in the three submissions relate to the level of funding for projects at Lake
Boga and in particular in relation to the Lake Boga Community Plan. The submitters advocate
for more funding for works around and near the lake at Lake Boga. They highlight the
considerable positive community spirit at Lake Boga and argue increased funding from Council
is important to maintaining this spirit and increasing tourism in the local area.

Summary of Submission 3 (Pat Grant)
Mr Grant requests that the unsealed section of Dead Horse Lane on the edge of Swan Hill be
upgraded to a sealed road. He suggests that the road diverts a large amount of traffic from the
center of Swan Hill and that the traffic volume justifies a sealed road. In his opinion the road is
poorly maintained.
Summary of Submission 5 (Christine Plant)
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Attachment 1

Submission 1 - David Mark

The submission is in the form of a question in relation to the funding for the Manangatang
Community Plan. The question is whether the funding in the Draft 2017/18 Annual Budget is
carried forward or is new funds.
Officer Response to Submission 1, 2 and 4
Council has invested in a number of significant projects at Lake Boga over the last five or six
years. Most recently Council agreed to contribute an additional $35,000 to the upgrade of the
Catalina Museum. The 2017/18 budget includes $20,000 for works at the Lake Boga Caravan
Park and $40,000 for a playground upgrade which was identified as a priority in the Lake Boga
Community Plan. Council continue to invest in ongoing watering, mowing, cleaning and
maintenance to the lake frontage and the associated buildings.
Due to the extended lead-time required to conceptualize, scope, apply for external funds when
required, design, tender and then complete community Planning projects a significant amount
of Council funds have been carried forward each year. In preparing the 2017/18 Budget,
Council was mindful of the carried forward funds and therefore reduced the new budget
allocation for Community Planning to give time for the backlog of projects to be completed.
Also a number of the Town Community Planning groups are in the process if developing new
Community Plans which due to the lead-time to develop projects, are unlikely to require
significant Council funding in 2017/18.
In the event the Lake Boga Community Plan required funding in excess of the funds allocated
in the 2017/18 Budget there is likely to be capacity from unspent funds notionally allocated for
Community Planning in other areas to be “borrowed” for use at Lake Boga. In addition Council
has a Community Grants Scheme that enables Community Group to apply for up to $3,00 in
Council funding for worthwhile projects.
Officer Response to Submission 3
Dead Horse Lane is classified as a Local Road within Council’s Road Management Plan and
has few direct points of access onto the unsealed section of the road. Like many other
unsealed roads within the Municipality and across the State the road classification and
construction is consistent with its existing use which is primarily associated with agriculture.
The road was resheeted approximately five years ago and is maintained in accordance with
the Road Management Plan. As with any road, users can lodge service requests if they
believe the road is below standard. This will lead to an inspection and rectification if required.
Officers will conduct an investigation into the type of use and traffic volumes on the road to
determine if the road classification should be changed from Local to Collector. An upgraded
classification does not automatically mean the road would be sealed but would increase the
maintenance standard for the road.
The road is closely associated with the South West Development Precinct (SWDP). A further
assessment of the road classification and construction standard will be undertaken in
conjunction with any development activity with the SWDP. Should the development within the
SWDP require direct access onto Dead Horse Lane then it is likely a higher construction
standard, probably involving sealing the road, will be required.
Dead Horse Lane is also notionally identified as a potential, long term bypass route for Swan
Hill however, the preferred location for any possible bypass route is under review and there
are no plans to create such a bypass.
Officer Response to Submission 5
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Submission 1 - David Mark

The funding for the Manangatang Community plan is the estimated carried forward funding
from 2016/17.
As with all Community Planning projects the allocation is notional and in the event the
Manangatang Community Plan has projects that require funding in 2017/18 that exceed the
estimated carried forward amount then it is likely additional funds could be made available
from the overall Community Planning Allocation.
Consultation
The submission process is part of the consultation process for the budget.
Financial Implications
Nil.
Social Implications
Nil.
Economic Implications
Nil.
Environmental Implications
Nil.
Risk Management Implications
Nil.
Council Plan Strategy Addressed

Governance and Leadership - Positive community engagement and inclusiveness.
Options
After considering the submissions Council can choose to adopt or amend the 2017/18 Annual
Budget.

Recommendations
That Council:
1.

Receive the submissions to the Draft 2017/18 Annual Budget.

2.

Consider the issues raised in the submissions and the officer’s response.

3.

Having considered the submission, not make any changes to the Draft 2017/18
Annual Budget.

4.

Write to each submitter thanking them for their submission and outlining Councils
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Submission 1 - David Mark

response.

29/17 Motion
MOVED Cr Norton
That Council:
1.

Receive the submissions to the Draft 2017/18 Annual Budget.

2.

Consider the issues raised in the submissions and the officer’s response.

3.

Having considered the submission, not make any changes to the Draft 2017/18
Annual Budget.

4.

Write to each submitter thanking them for their submission and outlining Councils
response.

5.

Ask the CEO to review our current Community Planning Program and bring a
report to Council which explores options to ensure that the effectiveness of our
Community Plans is maximised and that the equity of the distribution is
transparent.

SECONDED Cr Young
The Motion was put and CARRIED
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Submission 1 - David Mark
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Attachment 2

Submission 2 - Trish Taverna
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Attachment 3

Submission 3 - Pat Grant
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Attachment 4

Submission 4 - Cameron Smits
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Submission 5 - Christine Plant
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There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.42am.
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