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Ask Library staff about 
the 1000 Books Before 
School program.  
Children under five 
can be registered and 
will receive incentive 
prizes. 
 

For Learning, For Leisure, For Life 

Rosalie Ham, author of The Dressmaker 

High Road to Reading, bringing authors to public libraries 

Don your best 1950s haute couture threads and join Rosalie Ham, author 
of The Dressmaker, as she discusses her the bestselling novel that 
inspired the blockbuster movie starring Kate Winslet and Liam 
Hemsworth.  

Rosalie will talk about the experience with turning her book into a film and 
share her insights of writing. 

The Dressmaker is a gothic novel of love, hate and haute couture.  

Sometime in the 1950s, Tilly Dunnage, a Paris couturier, returns to her 
home town of Dungatar having been expelled as a ten year old.   

Her intention is to visit her mad mother Molly, then leave.  Instead, she 
stays, colliding with her past and exacting revenge upon the people who 
pilloried her.   

When she does depart, she leaves behind a town ruined, and another 
past to flee.  

 Free event - Light refreshments provided 

Thursday, 22 June 

2.30 to 3.30pm 

Swan Hill Library 

Book your place by contacting the Library on 5036 2480 
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Featured BorrowBox e-books for June 

Coming soon 
 

No middle name  
Lee Child 

Nighthawk  

Clive Cussler  

Saturday morning 

coming down 

Nicci French  

Camino Island  

John Grisham   

The Street where you 

live 

Roisin Meaney   

 

 

 

 

 

Murder games   

James Patterson  

Come sundown  

Nora Roberts  

Black book  

James Patterson 

Amnesia  

Michael Ridpath 

Along country roads  

Mandy Magro 

 

 

Download from the Library’s website  
or the FREE BorrowBox  app. Download or 
‘borrow’ up to six e-audiobooks and six e-books at 

a time, for three weeks.  

Remember an early return increases your        
available loans immediately and reserves count as 

loans. 

 

www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/library 
 

Like us on Facebook 
 

Subscribe to Council’s Arts and Culture  

newsletter by emailing performingarts@swanhill.vic.gov.au 

Find out what’s happening at the Library 

BorrowBox e-audiobook of the month 
The Dressmaker 

Rosalie Ham 

‘A writer with strong visual gifts and 
a pleasingly sour sense of 
humour.'  —The Age  

After twenty years spent mastering 
the art of dressmaking at couture 
houses in Paris, Tilly Dunnage 
returns to the small Australian town 
she was banished from as a child. 
She plans only to check on her ailing 
mother and leave. But Tilly decides 
to stay, and though she is still an 
outcast, her lush, exquisite dresses 
prove irresistible to the prim women 
of Dungatar. 

Through her fashion business, her 
friendship with Sergeant Farrat – the 
town’s only policeman, who 
harbours an unusual passion for 
fabrics – and a budding romance 
with Teddy, the local football star 
whose family is almost as reviled as  

 

 

hers, she finds a measure of 
grudging acceptance.   

But as her dresses begin to arouse 
competition and envy in town, 
causing old resentments to surface, 
it becomes clear that Tilly’s mind is 
set on a darker design: exacting 
revenge on those who wronged her, 
in the most spectacular fashion. 



 

Page 3 

 

Check out the instruction sheets for borrowing e-books and e-audio 

books on the library’s website or ask staff how you can join  

OneClickdigital.   

Download or ‘borrow’ up to 10 e-books and 10 e-audiobooks at a time 

for up to three weeks. 

OneClick Digital e-audiobook of the month 

 

Rachel’s holiday 

Marian Keyes 

'Gloriously funny' -  Sunday Times  

'How did it end up like this? Twenty-
seven, unemployed, mistaken for a 
drug addict, in a treatment centre in 
the back arse of nowhere with an 
empty Valium bottle in my 
knickers...”  

Meet Rachel Walsh. She has a pair 
of size 8 feet and such a fondness 
for recreational drugs that her family 
has forked out the cash for a spell in 
Cloisters - Dublin's answer to the 
Betty Ford Clinic.  

She's only agreed to her 
incarceration because she's heard 
that rehab is wall-to-wall jacuzzis, 
gymnasiums and rock stars going 
tepid turkey - and it's about time she 
had a holiday 

 

 

 

But what Rachel doesn't count on 
are the toe-curling embarrassments 
heaped on her by family and group 
therapy, the lack of sex, drugs and 
rock'n'roll - and missing Luke, her 
ex.  

What kind of a new start in life is 
this?  

Featured OneClick digital e-books for June 

BOOK CLUB 

Open to people aged 

16 years and over, the 

Book Club meets at the 

Library every second 

Wednesday of the 

month, 7pm - 8.30pm. 

New members         

welcome! 

KNITTER       

KNATTERS  

Knitting and crochet 

group. 

Meets every Tuesday      

morning from 10am -

12pm.  

Knit, crochet, sew and 

chat! 

New Knitter Knatters 

are welcome! 

SCRABBLE CLUB 

The Library’s Scrabble 

Club meets on the   

second and fourth 

Tuesdays of the month 

at 2pm. 

New players welcome! 

WRITERS GROUP 

Meets the second and 

fourth Saturdays of the  

month in the Library 

Meeting Room from 

10am to 12pm. 

For more information, 

contact Jan Power on 

0427 332440. 



Are you interested in being part of a once off book group discussion to talk about 

three books set in the Mallee? 

The books are: 

 Everyman’s Rules for Scientific Living by Carrie Tiffany 

 The Salt of Broken Tears by Michael Meehan 

 Mallee Sky by Kerry McGinnis 

The coordinators of the book discussion project from RMIT and Deakin  Universities 

are studying the relationship between literature and place. They will lead the           

evening’s discussion with some really interesting questions. 

The books will be provided to participants about 3 months prior to the discussion   

session so you will have plenty of time to read them. It is anticipated the books will be 

available in early July and the group discussion will occur in mid October. 

A $50 gift voucher will be given to all participants.  Places are limited so please      

contact the Swan Hill Library by the 16th June if you are interested. 

More about the books: 

 Everyman’s Rules for Scientific Living by Carrie Tiffany 

It is 1934, the Great War is long over and the next is yet to come. It is a brief time of 

optimism and advancement. Billowing dust and information, the government 'Better 

Farming Train' slides through the wheat fields and small towns of Australia, bringing 

city experts and advice to those already living on the land. The train is on a crusade 

to persuade the country that science holds the answers and that productivity is      

patriotic. Erotically charged, and shot through with humour and a quiet wisdom, this 

haunting first novel evokes the Australian landscape in all its stark beauty and vividly 

captures the hope and disappointment of an era. 

 The Salt of Broken Tears by Michael Meehan 

On the edge of the remote salt flats of Australia, a young woman blows in from      

nowhere and disturbs the precarious equilibrium of a family farm. The boy is          

fascinated by her, his mother despises her and the brutish farmhand wants to       

possess her.  When the woman mysteriously disappears, the only trace of her a 

bloodied dress, the boy sets out in search of an Indian hawker who may or may not 

have the answers.  As he journeys through the broken landscape, accompanied only 

by his dog, the boy becomes aware of another party converging murderously on his        

destination.  

 Mallee Sky by Kerry McGinnis 

Kate Gilmore hasn’t been home in years, but with her marriage over and her job in 

jeopardy, she doesn’t know where else to turn.  Desperate for comfort, Kate retreats 

to the Mallee, a place crawling with dark secrets and lingering childhood memories.  

When she’s offered a carer’s job on isolated Rosebud Farm, Kate soon meets old 

Harry Quickly, an intriguing young boy called Maxie, and a handsome harvest       

contractor who’s not shy about making his intentions known.  Under the endless 

Mallee skies, Kate discovers that she might just have a future in the place that has 

haunted her past.  But are some family secrets better left in the grave or can new 

friendships heal old wounds?   

Books set in the Mallee are open for discussion  
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Knitter Knatter for kids 

Come along to a fun learn-to-knit session. Volunteers from the Library’s 
Knitter Knatter craft group will be on hand to teach children how to knit. 

When: Tuesday, 4 July 

Time:  10.30am to 12pm 

Cost:  FREE! 

For:  Children aged 6+ 

Pom pom creatures 

Join us for a fun and creative activity making woollen pom pom creatures.  
What creature will you make?  The ideas are endless! 

When: Tuesday, 11 July 

Time:  2.30pm  

Cost:   $2 per child 

For:  Children aged 8+ 

Limited places.  Booking essential. 

Below are some of the activities happening in the July school holidays. 

Check out the Library’s website or Facebook page or the School Holiday 

Program which can be picked up from the front counter at the Library. 

Children under 12 must be supervised by an adult.  
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VR Pop-up Play for kids aged 8+ 

Try our new Playstation virtual reality headset! Explore under the sea or 
be a racing car driver pushing it to the limit.  This is a fantastic opportunity 
to try this brand new technology. 

When:   Thursday, 6 July 

Time:   2pm to 5pm 

Cost:  $2 per child 

For:  Children aged 8+ 

VR Pop-up Play for kids aged 12+ 

Try our new Playstation virtual reality headset! Join an outlaw band of    
immortal pirates, fight your way to glory across the galaxy or jump into the  
combat ring to fight giant robots! This is a fantastic opportunity to try this 
brand new technology. 

When:   Friday, 14 July 

Time:   2pm to 5pm 

Cost:  $2 per child 

For:  Children aged 12+ 



 

Page 7 Page 7 

Mini beasts with Bunnings 

Peta and her helpers from Bunnings will be helping children to create their 
own creepy-crawly mini beast. How creepy crawly the mini beast is, will only 
be limited by your imagination. 

When  Tuesday, 4 July 

Time  2.30pm 

Cost  FREE! 

For  Children aged 5+ 

Limited places.  Booking essential. 

Landscape painting with Bunnings 

Alan from Bunnings will be helping children learn how to paint a landscape 
on canvas. This activity is aimed at upper primary and lower secondary 
school children.  

When: Thursday, 13 July 

Time:  2.30pm  

Cost:   FREE! 

For:  Children aged 10+ 

Limited places.  Booking essential. 

Minecraft 

Minecraft is a game about breaking and placing blocks. Players can work 
together to create wonderful, imaginative things. What will you build? 

When   Monday, 3 and Monday, 10 July 

Time    1pm to 5pm 

Cost  $2 per child 

For  Children aged 5+ 

Loom bands / Lego Club 

Loom bands, boards and hooks will be supplied to make fantastic jewellery 
and craft. 

Lego is easy to build, easy to undo and build again!  An activity for school 
aged children to explore their imaginations and express creative flair. 

When  Wednesday, 5 and Wednesday, 12 July 

Time    2pm to 4pm 

Cost  $2 per child 

For  Children aged 5+  
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A big thank you to everyone who came along to our Biggest Morning Tea 
recently and helped the Library to raise $789.25 for the Anti-Cancer   
Council for research into a cure for cancer. 

We would especially like to thank the Library’s Knitter Knatter group.  
Some members assisted library staff in baking for the morning and others  
sold their creative wares during May, in total raising over $1,600 for cancer 
research.  

The Knitter Knatter group meets every Tuesday at the library between     
10 am and 12 pm. If you love to knit or crochet, or would like to learn how, 
come along and join this fun group! 

 

E-safety tip of the month  -  If in doubt, don’t! 

Biggest Morning Tea thank you 

That’s the message Consumer Affairs Victoria – the state’s fair trading   
regulator – is giving older Victorians when it comes to staying safe online. 

Many older Victorians are attractive targets for scammers, because they   
often own substantial assets and have access to life savings and               
superannuation. 

Older Victorians are also the fastest growing online user group in the       
country. Many of you go online to keep in touch with your children, family 
and friends, to correspond via email, watch YouTube videos or catch-up TV, 
or to research and book travel. 

Life events such as financial hardship and recovering from illness, loss and 
trauma can also leave you more vulnerable to scams. 

Consumer Affairs Victoria is working to reduce the harm caused by        
scammers by building greater awareness and understanding of online 
scams among older Victorians. 

Scammers are professional criminals. Anyone can fall for a scam because 
scammers are getting smarter and using more sophisticated tricks to dupe 
thousands of older Victorians every year. 

Here are some tips for staying safe online: 

 Do not open suspicious text messages, pop-up windows, or emails. 

 Be wary of any emails or requests on social media from people you do 
not know. 

 Avoid sending money, personal or financial details to someone you 
have never met in person, especially if you are online dating. 

And remember; if in doubt, don’t. 

Think you’re a scam-savvy senior? Take the quiz and find out at  

consumer.vic.gov.au/scamsquiz 

For more information on common types of scams, tips on how to identify, 

avoid or report them, visit consumer.vic.gov.au/scamsavvy 



 

Biggest Morning Tea thank you 

Branch operating hours: 

Branch library news 

BARHAM BRANCH 
LIBRARY EVENTS 
 

Bringalong-a-Book 

Coffee and Chat 

Tuesdays at 11am 

Bring along a coffee 

and the book you’re 

currently reading 

(instant coffee is also 

available).   

Chat about what’s a 

good read or just 

listen in and enjoy the 

comfort of the Library. 

Move and Groove 

Thursdays at 

10.30am 

Songs, dance, 

storytime and craft 

for toddlers and 

preschoolers! 

MOULAMEIN 
BRANCH 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

Storytime 

Fridays 3.30pm 
 

Storytime and craft in a 

fun, learning 

environment. 
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Barham Library  

Tuesday and Friday: 12pm - 5pm 

Thursday: 10am - 3pm 

Saturday: 10am - 12pm   

Phone: (03) 5453 2642 

 

Moulamein Library  

Tuesday and Friday: 2pm - 6.30pm 

Saturday: 10am -12pm 

Phone: (03) 5887 5024 

Move and Groove at Barham Branch 

Move and Groove sessions are aimed at 18 months to 3 years, but 
children of all ages are welcome.   

These highly interactive free sessions are tailored for a toddler’s social, 
emotional and physical development. 

Children are encouraged to move as they sing, dance and shake their 
way through action rhymes and songs.  

The session includes a short, interactive story.  If they chose to, children 
can also do a basic craft activity at the end of the session.  

Bring some friends and join Karen or Tracey in having lots of fun at 
Barham Branch on Thursdays at 10.30 am.  If you would prefer Move 
and Groove ran on a different day or at a different  time, please let 
branch staff know.  

 



Swan Hill Regional Library 
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

Find us on Facebook 
53 Campbell Street, Swan Hill. Victoria 3585 

Phone (03) 5036 2333   Fax (03) 5036 2483 

shlib@swanhill.vic.gov.au 

Education Week and Library and Information Week 


