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The proposed site for the SHRSP presents an opportunity for the
Rural City of Swan Hill to develop a facility within a central community
location, as outlined within the Swan Hill Riverfront Master Plan
(October 2013) and the Active Play Design and Construct Tender
Documentation (December 2016). The site is in a prominent location
within the Riverfront Park, creating an opportunity for the Swan Hill
Rural City Council to increase the public profile of youth within the
community.

WAL

The Swan Hill Riverside Skate Park (SHRSP) has been developed as
a unique, iconic, site responsive and multi-generational facility that
aims to compliment the existing uses and future recreational facilities
proposed as part of the Swan Hill Riverside Master Plan. By utilising
a holistic approach the design of the SHRSP will result in a dynamic
and activated central active community hub that offers recreational and
social experiences for all members of the youth community.
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Through intensive and consistent community involvement, the SHRSP
has been driven by the future users of the space, ensuring that it
will become a highly utilised and respected piece of youth space
infrastructure within Swan Hill and the surrounding region.
The following report explains the approach and principles utilised to
create a comprehensive design response. It outlines the development
of the design process and how it responds to council and community
feedback. This process helped to create a project vision which was
used to further develop and shape the draft concept design into a well
informed, unique and community driven final concept design.

FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN REPORT | SWAN HILL RIVERSIDE PARK SKATE PARK

COLES

RA
C
M C

E

STR

SWAN HILL RIVERSIDE PARK SKATE PARK

EET

SWAN HILL TRAIN STATION
ALDI

CAMPING GROUND

PIONEER SETTLEMENT

3

02

SKATE CONTEXT

EXISTING SKATE PROVISION
While many youth facilities have a number of similar features due to
their diversity in use, it is important to undertake a study of parks within
the region of the proposed facility. This further develops the typology
of the proposed facility, while identifying possible gaps in skateable/
rideable features within the local skate park network.
MOULAMEIN SKATE PARK (50KM)

The intent is to use this information to help inform a design outcome
that further enriches the existing skate facility network within the
broader Swan Hill Shire context.

1.

3.

SWAN HILL OLD SKATE PARK (1KM)
5 KM

10 KM

20 KM

30 KM
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50 KM

SWAN HILL RIVERSIDE
SKATE PARK

2.

LAKE BOGA SKATE PARK (16KM)

KERANG NEW SKATE PARK (55KM)

4

4.
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SKATE CONTEXT

UNDERSTANDING SKATE CONTEXT
To provide a well distributed and varied skate experience within the
Shire of Swan Hill, an assessment of surrounding facilities in nearby
LGA’s is required. The study of existing surrounding facilities will help
to influence the design of the new Swan Hill Riverside Skate Park,
ultimately aiming to enhance and add variation to the existing skate park
styles and obstacles existing in the surrounding region.
Due to the minimal number of parks located within close proximity to
each other in the region, a larger desktop study catchment area of skate
parks was undertaken. There are four skate facilities within a one hour
drive of the Riverside Park site, including:
1. Swan Hill Old Skate Park (1km N) - A large prefabricated metal
skate park with a focus on street skating. Consists of rails,
blocks and flat banks with a 5ft mini ramp. The park is old,
poorly located and does not meet current skate trends.
2. Lake Boga Skate Park (16km SE) - Two different prefabricated
concrete skate parks in a back and forth layout style. One
of these parks has a poor layout with unsuitable distances
between features.
3. Moulamein Skate Park (50km NE) - Similar to the old Swan Hill
Skate Park, this park consists of a metal prefab mini ramp and
various other features. Design and layout offers large flat areas
for beginners however skate features are not on current trends.
4. Kerang New Skate Park (55km SE) - The newest park in the
region, this facility is concrete with a 5ft - 7ft bowl combined
with a number of street features. Features appear to be well
spread out with a number of social opportunities for users and
families.

2
1

4
3

1.
2.
3.
4.

Swan Hill Old Skate Park
Lake Boga Skate Park
Moulamein Skate Park
Kerang New Skate Park
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SITE ANALYSIS

CONNECTIONS

RIVER

MURRAY

The location of the proposed facility will form a part of the key open
space and passive recreational area for the town of Swan Hill.
SWAN HILL
CARAVAN
PARK

Due to its proximity and connection to the Murray River, the site will
become an entry statement to the newly developed Riverside Park
forming a highly activated corner, lifting the profile of the youth
community within Swan Hill. There are a number of significant access
and several key entry nodes to the site. These are derived from the
intersections of main pedestrian movements. These key circulation
pathways through and around the site have been considered when
designing the space, form and functionality of the facility.

SWAN HILL
SWIMMING
POOL

MONASH
WATER FILTRATION
PLANT

DRIVE

CIRCULATION
Pedestrian Movement
Pedestrian Desire Lines
Bicycle Movement
Primary Access Nodes
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SITE ANALYSIS

SURVEILLANCE
It is essential for the design of any youth facility to allow for and
encourage clear views into, across and through the site.

RIVER

MURRAY

This will create passive and natural surveillance for the facility and
discourages anti-social behaviour. There are a number of vantage
points into the site that allow these effects to take place. These views
have been maintained and enhanced throughout the conceptual
development phases of the project.

VISUAL CONNECTIONS
		
		

External Views
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Internal Views
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SITE ANALYSIS

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
A number of existing environmental conditions occur on the site.
Prevailing winds from the south west blow across the site with existing
large mature tree species throughout the site providing protection from
these winds and natural shade in central areas throughout the day.

RIVER

MURRAY

SWAN HILL
CARAVAN
PARK

The site appears to be well drained with overland flow running in an
west to east direction. The skate facility design has ensured that these
conditions have minimal impact upon the skate park and its continued
daily use.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
Overland Flow
Prevailing Winds
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SITE ANALYSIS

SITE FEATURES

RIVER

MURRAY

The proposed site has a number of existing conditions offering
numerous opportunities and constraints. These features have been
taken into consideration throughout the design process of the Swan
Hill Skate Park as they are utilised by other community groups and
stakeholders.

SWAN HILL
CARAVAN
PARK

Engagement, research and celebration of these existing features
throughout the design process will further develop the unique identity of
the space without neglecting its past, present and future use.

2

4
MONASH

SWAN HILL
SWIMMING
POOL

1

Existing Kiosk/Cafe

2

Existing Playground

3

Existing Picnic Tables

4

Existing Mature Tree Species

5

Existing Carpark
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CONCEPTUAL
DEVELOPMENT

COLLECTIVE THEMING RESPONSE
At each workshop event, participants were asked to collectively
contribute ideas on what gives the community and town of Swan Hill
its unique identity. Below is a number of re-ocurring themes that the
workshop attendees put forward:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Murray River
Murray Cod
Pelicans
Art/Culture
Pioneer Settlement
Gem Paddle Steamer
Agriculture

Swan Hills relationship with the Murray River and the Murray Cod, a
large predatory fish unique to the Murray River were the dominant
theming responses identified by participants. The Murray Cod is the
largest freshwater fish in Australia and one of the largest in the world,
making it an unique and iconic draw card to the Swan Hill region.
Both the processes and qualities of the Murray River and Murray Cod
have informed the theming, spacial layout and character of the facility.
Providing a vibrant colour palette, decorative pattern and unique
skateable features derived from the Murray River Cod.

10
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DRAFT DESIGN PROPOSAL

LEGEND
SKATE WORKS
1

Ledge | 0.4m H

2

Euro gap | 0.2m H

3

Bank | 0.75m H

4

A-frame with ledge and rail | 0.4 H

5

Fun box | 0.6 H

6

Bank | 1.2m H

7

Car park block

8

Quarter pipe | 1.5m H

12

17

14

11
10
13
8
9

9

Mogul | 0.9 H

10

Spine | 1.5m H

11

Open bowl | 1.5m H

12

Bowl extension | 2.1m H

1

3

16
2

5
4

LANDSCAPE WORKS

6

7

15

13

Ledge seating

14

Existing footpath

15

Existing Car park

16

Main entry path

17

Informal entry path
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DRAFT DESIGN FEEDBACK

3

INTRODUCTION

AGED 36+
On Wednesday 1st November 2017 a draft concept design consultation
was held for the proposed Swan Hill Riverside Park Skate Park. This
consultation included engaging with members of the Swan Hill town
and greater Shire of Swan Hill regions, gathering their thoughts and
input on the draft concept design created by Convic. An engaging
design workshop and presentation was held with an accompanying
questionnaire, aiming to gain an understanding of how the Swan Hill
community feel the draft concept design should develop, in order to
create a truly community driven and unique design for the region.
In addition to the consultation session the Swan Hill Rural City Council
organised an online survey which was accessible via the Swan Hill
Rural City Councils website. The online survey, which ran from the 2nd
November 2017 until the 10th November 2017, gave an opportunity for
members of Swan Hill and surrounding regions who were unable to
make the consultation session to have their say and input on the design
of the draft concept design and subsequent final concept design.
In total a number of 30 people took part in the draft consultation
process, with 21 attending the draft consultation session and the
remaining 9 completing the online survey (Note: Some consultation
attendees did not complete the questionnaire).
All suggestions and feedback gathered during the draft design
consultation processes and activities have been considered and or
driven the development of the final concept design.
Results gathered from the questionnaire, design workshop and online
survey have been compiled and are summarised on the following
pages.

2

24

PARTICIPANTS
WORKSHOP:

15

ONLINE:

9

WORKSHOP:

1

ONLINE:

2

WORKSHOP:

1

ONLINE:

4

WORKSHOP:

3

ONLINE:

0

WORKSHOP:

3

ONLINE:

1

WORKSHOP:

6

ONLINE:

1

WORKSHOP:

1

ONLINE:

0

5

GIRLS

AGED 26-35

WORKSHOP: 0
ONLINE:

2

3

AGED 21-25

18

4

AGED 16-20

GUYS

WORKSHOP: 12
ONLINE:

6

7

AGED 11-15

*Some participants did not answer

1

AGED 5-10

*Some participants did not answer
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DRAFT DESIGN FEEDBACK

WHAT DO YOU RIDE?

HOW WELL DO YOU RIDE?

SUMMARY:
Different parks may favour different users. The following survey results
indicate that the park may take on a skate and scooter orientated style
that appeals to and meets the majority of user needs. However, the
design process will not preclude other riders being considered and will
attempt to cater to everyone and every style of riding.

SUMMARY:
The majority of participants indicated they are of an intermediate and
advanced skill level. This is a consideration for the design of the new
skate space and may manifest as responses for obstacles that appeal to
the identified user groups.

4

BMX

		 8

SKATEBOARDER

WORKSHOP:

4

WORKSHOP:

5

ONLINE:

0

ONLINE:

3

It is however key to provide for skill progression within any skate facility.
This is to allow for beginner users and future generations to learn and
continue ongoing progression up to an advanced skill level user and
for advanced users to continue to be challenged. This is achieved by
providing a number of multi-purpose features and obstacles that have
both beginner and advanced applications.

5

BEGINNER

		 8
7

WORKSHOP:

1

ONLINE:

1

ONLINE:

0

ONLINE:

0
3

3

		

ONLINE:

2

*Participants were allowed to vote more than once.
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COMBINED QUESTIONNAIRE AND DESIGN WORKSHOP RESULTS:
4
9

A-FRAME RAIL
EURO GAP

9

3
1
6

STREET SECTION

WORKSHOP:

8

ONLINE:

1

QUARTER PIPES

3

A-FRAME HUBBA

2

SEPARATE STREET + TRANNY

1

BANK WITH PARKING BLOCK

1

FUN BOX

1

ITS LOCATION

LOCAL RESIDENT
0

Other favoured features within the design included; the A-frame with
rail, the back and forth transition run with the central spine feature
and the parks overall location within the Swan Hill Riverside Master
Plan, all with 9% of the total votes. Overall the parks features were
well received, with participants reinforcing the importance of catering
to both street and transition style riders equally and ensuring a broad
range of features and elements remain in the facility moving forward.

THE BOWL

2

WORKSHOP:

SUMMARY:
Participants were asked to identify their favourite features within the
draft concept design, this helps in prioritising features and elements of
the design moving forward into the final concept design. The results
identified the most favoured feature within the skate space as the bowl
with 25% of total votes, this was closely followed by the street section
with 16% of total votes.

SPINE

INTERMEDIATE

WORKSHOP:

ONLINE:

PARKOUR

WORKSHOP:

3

2

		 1

SCOOTER RIDER

PARENT/GUARDIAN

WORKSHOP:

WHICH IS YOUR FAVOURITE PART OF THE
SKATE SPACE?

8

ADVANCED

WORKSHOP:

5

ONLINE:

3

3

BOWL EXTENSION

1

ALL OF IT!

1

*Participants were allowed to vote more than once.

*Some participants did not answer
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DRAFT DESIGN FEEDBACK

IS THERE ANYTHING YOU WOULD CHANGE?

WHAT’S MISSING?

ANY OTHER COMMENTS?

SUMMARY:
A number of suggestions were made by participants regarding changes
they would make to the draft concept design, these included; making
room for and including a ‘flyout zone’ (in particular around the bowl),
close the bowl off to increase skateable lines and flow, include more
street obstacles in the upper street section closest to the carpark as
it is currently under utilised, try to minimise collisions between riders
by separating features and lines as much as possible and if possible to
include a children’s/beginners area.

SUMMARY:
The most requested feature for the Swan Hill Riverside Skate Park
was a flyout zone with a total of 26% of total requests. A flyout zone
will mostly cater to BMX and scooter riders and was identified as
something the ‘Old Swan Hill Skate Park’ currently doesn’t have. This
was followed closely by a flat bar, which received 19% of votes, many
participants identified that it should be located in the upper street
section. The upper street section was described by many as lacking in
skate elements and requests for more street features within this area
were popular in order to maximise the street areas potential and overall
skateability.

SUMMARY:
Further comments made by many were re-inforcing their comments
made in previous questions, with further mentions of the flyout zone
and flat bar within the street area.

The below information indicates that proposed facility needs to cater
for more than just a traditional skate park, providing a social space for
people to catch up with friends ans to have fun in a challenging safe
environment.
COMBINED QUESTIONNAIRE AND DESIGN WORKSHOP RESULTS:
INCLUDE A FLYOUT ZONE

7

MORE STREET OBSTACLES
TRY TO MAKE IT MORE FLOWY

2
1

INCLUDE A FLAT BAR

2

Shade was another highly requested item for the facility, however it has
been suggested that the popular rotunda located at the Old Swan Hill
Skate Park may be relocated to this proposed facility. More seating was
requested within the facility multiple times, suggesting that a hangout
space and seating opportunities are considered important within the
facility for both active and non active users.

MORE STREET OBSTACLES

1

METAL SHEET INSIDE A-FRAME

1

COMBINED QUESTIONNAIRE AND DESIGN WORKSHOP RESULTS:

LIGHTING IF POSSIBLE

1

FLYOUT ZONE

MAKE IT THE BEST SMALL PARK IN AUS.

1

MAKE SURE IT CATERS TO EVERYONE

1

6

FLAT RAIL

1

STAIR SET

MORE PLATFORM AREA

1

MANUAL PAD

2
2

1
5

2

SEATING

BEGINNER AND CHILDRENS AREA

2

UP LEDGE

1

QUARTER PIPE HIP

1

SHADE

2

MAKE BANK WITH EURO GAP 1200 HIGH

1

SKATING RINK

2

FLAT BANK HIP

1

ROLLERBLADE/ROLLERSKATE SPACE

1

DRINKING FOUNTAIN

1

HALF PIPE

1

*Participants were allowed to vote more than once.

1

*Some participants did not answer.

1

MORE FLOW

ALLOW FOR FUTURE EXPANSION

2

1

MAKE STREET OBSTACLES A BIT HIGHER

2

SHADE
INCLUDE ROTUNDA FROM OLD SKATE PARK

1

MAKE BOWL DEEPER AND LARGER

3
1

PARKING BLOCK ON FLAT BANK HIGHER

2

HAPPY WITH THE DESIGN! I LIKE IT!
DRINKING FOUNTAIN

HUBBA

CLOSE BOWL

14

1

1

1

DESIGN WORKSHOP:
SITTING AREA

INCLUDE A MOGUL BETWEEN QUARTER

BOWL LARGER AND MORE SYMMETRICAL

A comment was made about changing the 1200H flat bank at the end
of the street run into a 1200H quarter pipe instead to increase flow and
back and forth speed within the street area.

*Participants were allowed to vote more than once.
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DRAFT DESIGN FEEDBACK

DRAFT DESIGN WORKSHOP SUMMARY
The design workshop is an essential component of the community
consultation and engagement process. At this point, participants are
immersed in the consultation process and directly involved in creating
ideas and presenting them. This builds a community based response to
the process and develops a sense of value in their ideas, opinions and
feedback that engenders ownership of the process.
Participants were asked to collaborate and work together or singularly
to make comment and adjustments where they felt necessary to the
Swan Hill Riverside Park Skate Park draft concept design. The aim was
for participants to take inspiration from items and features discussed
earlier in the workshop and develop creative design ideas and solutions
that work with their new suggestions for the facility.
The design workshop comprised of a mix of participants from
young people to more mature riders and parents. The wide mix of
demographics and riders brought a diverse and open approach to the
workshop session, encouraging innovative and constructive discussions
and ideas.
The results saw an extensive range of creative and innovative
responses, whether written, drawn or using reference images,
regarding not only the skate space layout but also the additional
community based elements for the facility. The outcomes from the
design workshop session have been summarised in the following
section accompanied by examples of the A3 handouts altered by
participants
These results will be compiled with the results gathered from the
draft design questionnaires to inform a brief that identifies the relevant
design considerations and future development and direction the Swan
Hill Riverside Park Skate Park is to take, ultimately informing the final
concept design.
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DESIGN WORKSHOP SUMMARY:
Overall the alterations made to the draft design by singular participants
and groups were surprisingly similar, with the most popular
suggestions to consider moving forwards being;
•
•

•
•

Include a flyout zone within the facility for BMX and Scooter riders
Make more effective use of the northern area of the street section
as it is currently underdeveloped. Suggestions included to include
features such as a flat bar, china bank and manual pad into this
section of the street run.
A quarter pipe to flat bank hip was a popular request made by
riders as they currently have one at the old Swan Hill Skate Park
which is highly utilised.
Include a down ledge, multiple participants identified the area next
to the euro gap as a suitable location for this feature.

•
•
•

To widen the street run at the proposed pathway connection as it
cuts in after the small ledge.
A common request was to make the bench seat grindable, this
however may need to be relocated in order for it to function
correctly.
A number of participants suggested closing the bowl to make it
more flowy and increase lines and usability.

The majority of these changes are to the street section of the proposed
design. Most of the identified changes can be incorporated into the
existing design fairly easily with minimal alterations necessary to the
overall layout of the facility.

15
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FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

LEGEND

20

SKATE WORKS
1

Flat bar | 0.38m H

2

Ledge | 0.38m H

3

China bank | 0.67m H

4

Flyout + Hangout zone

5

Taco bowl extension | 2.1m H

6

Bowl | 1.5m H

7

Spine | 1.5m H

8

Euro gap | 0.2m H

9

Flat bank | 0.75m H

10

Quarter pipe | 1.2m H

11

Fish Tail Fun box | 0.6m H

12

A-Frame with hubba + Rail |
0.4m H

13

Flat bank | 1.2m H

14

Car park block

16

18
17

5
16

20
6

4

7

19
10

2

3
9

16

1

11

8

12
13

LANDSCAPE WORKS

14

15

15

Existing Car park

16

Connection to existing footpath

17

Proposed location of relocated
Rotunda from old Swan Hill Skate
Park

18

Existing pathway

19

Proposed location of relocated
Riverside master plans
multi-directional swing

20

Exisitng lighting
Extent of Skate Park works
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FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

PERSPECTIVE 01
Street Return
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17

PROPOSAL
FINALDESIGN
CONCEPT
DESIGN

PERSPECTIVE 02
Street Section

18

Central garden bed including
local native planting

Rocks used as skateable
natural features
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FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

PERSPECTIVE 03
Open Bowl + Extension
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CONCLUSION

MOVING FORWARD
Upon Swan Hill Rural City Councils review and endorsement of the
Final Concept Design, Council will seek external funding for the Active
Play Precinct which includes the Skate Park. If Council is successful
in obtaining funding for construction, the works will go out to an
open tender process. Following the tender process a final design
development and construction documentation package will be produced
before the construction phase can begin.
Swan Hill Rural City Council will continue to keep stakeholders and the
community updated on the project direction and key dates within the
program.
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