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BE A HOMETOWN HERO
LOCAL residents will get free Pioneer
Settlement entry and discounted entry for
their visiting friends and family under the new
Hometown Hero program.
The program is free to join and will replace
the current gold coin entry for locals. Instead
it offers free entry for those who sign up to
become a Hometown Hero as well as other
benefits.
• Free entry to Pioneer Settlement by day
– any time
• 25% off any Pyap ticket you purchase –
when you visit with friends and relatives
• 25% off any Heartbeat of the Murray
ticket you purchase - when you visit with
friends and relatives

• 25% off for your visiting friends and family
when they visit with you - applies to day
entry, Pyap cruises and Heartbeat tickets.
To sign up as a Hometown Hero, just visit
the Pioneer Settlement’s reception, show your
driver’s licence or other photo identification,
and receive your Hometown Hero card.
The program is open to anyone living in our
municipality.
Mayor Les McPhee said the program was
about encouraging local people to visit
the Settlement more often, and to become
Settlement advocates by encouraging their
visitors to see the Settlement too.
“Almost 35 per cent of overnight visitors
to Swan Hill are visiting friends and family

members, and we want these people to
experience the Pioneer Settlement, by day,
by night and by river,” Cr McPhee said.
“The Pioneer Settlement is a wonderful and
unique tourist attraction, a great place to look
back at our history, learn about it and for
some, to reminisce.
“We want local people to be proud of it, to
show it off to their friends and family, and we
think the Hometown Hero program will give
local people the chance to do just that.”
The Hometown Hero program is ready
to go now, so come down and sign up
before your friends and family visit this
Christmas.

INSIDE
>> YOUR SKATE PARK
>> HISTORIC POSTCARDS RETURN

>> ART, TAX AND TEETH
>> OFF LEASH AREAS TRIAL

BUT WAIT,
THERE’S MORE!
To celebrate the launch of
the program, if you sign up to
become a Hometown Hero
before 24 December you’ll
receive a complimentary ticket
to Heartbeat of the Murray or
a cruise on the PS Pyap.
Your choice!
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KICKING GOALS, BUT MORE CHALLENGES TO COME

CR LES MCPHEE

Mayor
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@swanhill.vic.gov.au

PEOPLE often say they have been
privileged to serve in a particular role
or in a team.
While the term is often bandied
around, in this case I can say it is
true - I really am privileged to have
been mayor of this Council for the
past 12 months and to have been
returned to the role again.
Since the new Council was elected
in October 2016, we have formed
a strong and cohesive team. And
working with Council’s executive and
staff, we have kicked some goals.
As you will read in this newsletter,
there is the work happening in the
Swan Hill CBD – on Nyah Road and
on our drainage system. We have al-

most finished the Catalina Cafe with
the Lake Boga Lions. And we have
completed a project to get Swan
Hill’s drag strip to national standards.
Hard work from Councillors, staff
and the community has attracted
funding for future projects, like the
Swan Hill riverfront, a new community hub and library at Robinvale
P-12, the Robinvale town levee, a
new boat ramp in Swan Hill’s Milloo
Street, and the Swan Hill saleyards
redevelopment.
This year we have continued working with businesses and government
bodies to welcome natural gas to
Swan Hill, and the NBN.

While solar projects at Wemen,
Bannerton and Swan Hill have started us on our path to becoming an
Australian leader in solar.
As a Council, we adopted a new local law to improve public health and
safety, released stage 10 of Tower
Hill to the market, and were pleased
to see more than 5,800 people visit
the Da Vinci Machines exhibition at
Swan Hill Regional Art Gallery.
This is all on top of delivering excellent aged care, family services
and cultural services; and continuous improvement in the three Rs –
roads, rates and rubbish.
In the year ahead and beyond we
have some major projects to com-

plete – each with their own unique
challenges and benefits.
We will continue working to improve the housing situation in Robinvale and to deliver more projects
within the Swan Hill riverfront.
And we must continue working
to improve the way we deliver services to our community, balancing
the need for extra funding within the
State Government’s rate cap.
I want to thank Councillors for their
dedication to Council and our community over the past year, the executive and staff of Council for their service, and the community for getting
involved in Council decision-making
during 2017.

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Central Ward
Deputy Mayor

CR ANN YOUNG
0409 503 711
ann.young@swanhill.vic.gov.au

NOW a quarter of the way into my term as a Councillor, I’ve
seen and learned so much more about this community.
Some of the highlights have been the excursions to the agriculture, horticulture and manufacturing sectors, the development of the health precinct plan and undertaking Deputy
Mayoral duties at events and openings.
The excursions to Happy Valley near Robinvale, Kilter at
Tresco and local industrial organisations such as Integra Engineering and Grizzly Engineering were also fantastic and
provided an insight into just how big the growth is within the
region as well as the need for adequate housing and support
structures.
Chairing Assemblies and Council Meetings when the Mayor
is absent is also an interesting experience that I am sure will
improve over time.
It really has been a pleasure representing members of the
Swan Hill community for the past year, and I wish them and
visitors to our region a safe and merry Christmas and a prosperous new year.

IT’S been a busy few months as Councillor with some rewarding results.
As the Councillor representative for the Committee of Management at the Swan Hill Indoor and Recreational Centre (the
Stadium) we’ve had a management change which has allowed
the hourly hire fee for competitions to drop from $54.30 down
to $35. The savings have been passed on to badminton, basketball, futsal and netball clubs directly through reduced membership fees which makes it more affordable for everyone in
the community to play sport and be active.
We’re working on finalising a new management structure to
keep fees low, as well as formulating a maintenance program
with priorities to repair the leaking roof, gutters, basketball
rings etc.
Central Ward
Being a Council building, certain repairs and maintenance
are the responsibility of Council and the Committee of ManCR CHRIS JEFFERY
agement. I’m pleased to see that we’re heading in the right
0429 447 802
direction for a better Stadium.
chris.jeffery@swanhill.vic.gov.au
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Be
safe on the roads and enjoy time with your family and friends.
IT’S been another busy, yet productive year.
It was great to see the walking track completed, creating
a connection between Nyah and Nyah West and providing
a safer area for local residents to get active. This was a
project identified by the Nyah District community through
their Community Plan and it’s always pleasing to see these
come to fruition.
It’s also nice to see a bit of Christmas cheer in our smaller
townships. The decals on the public bins and shopfront windows add a splash of colour as well as a bit of festive spirit.
Next year Nyah will be on the map as part of the Commonwealth Games Queen’s Baton Relay. Congratulations must
go to our worthy baton bearers and I encourage everyone
Murray Mallee Ward
to come out on the morning of 17 February and cheer our
local heroes along. As part of the relay a celebration will be
CR GARY NORTON
held at the Nyah Recreation Reserve in partnership with the
0428 398 981
Nyah Lions Club. Keep an eye out for more details.
gary.norton@swanhill.vic.gov.au
Finally, please stay safe over the festive period and enjoy
the time with family and friends.

UPCOMING
COUNCIL MEETINGS
JANUARY - NO MEETING
20 FEBRUARY, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 4PM
20 MARCH, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 6PM
17 APRIL, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 4PM
All members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings.
Agendas are available at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au in the days leading up to the meeting.
*Special Council meetings will also be held from time to time.
Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au for details or check local media.

Central Ward

CR BILL MOAR
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

I’VE learned a lot in the first 12 months of being a Councillor and
have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know what makes up this
region and its community.
On top of attending openings, meetings and various community events, there’s also been a lot going on behind the scenes.
The visits to various local industries throughout the municipality were invaluable and really showcased that this area is at the
forefront of innovative farming techniques. Agriculture, horticulture and manufacturing are the backbone of our economy and
seeing these industries continue to progress and adapt to meet
the needs of the current climate was inspiring.
I’m also a member of the recently formed Saleyards Redevelopment Committee. By taking a collaborative approach with
local stock agents, livestock producers, the livestock transport
industry and Victorian Farmers Federation, we’ve been able to
reach a united decision on the best way to move forward in developing this key piece of infrastructure. Well done to everyone
involved.
Lastly, to all community members, friends, family and visitors –
I hope you have a Merry Christmas and a happy and safe 2018.

THE end of our first year as Councillors has certainly come
around quickly. And with the beginning of the second year I
have seen quite an increase in conversations and connections
in an already busy community role.
This has been a great step forward as ideas and feedback
are important in getting timely results and ensuring we make
informed decisions.
Along with the ever present challenges at Council, there have
certainly been many positives in the latter half of the year; the
success with the repairing of the drag strip, trial areas to be
used for off-leash dog parks, the Da Vinci exhibition, some
wonderful entertainment at the Town Hall and sporting events.
And the open day at Tyntyndyer Homestead was indeed a
Central Ward
highlight for me and so many others. The Board and Friends
are to be congratulated and I look forward to the next stage.
CR LEA JOHNSON
As the year draws to a close I would like to wish everyone in
0487 770 456
the municipality, along with their extended families and friends,
lea.johnson@swanhill.vic.gov.au a safe and very happy festive season. And I look forward to
working closely with you in the new year.

Robinvale Ward

CR JOHN KATIS
0459 077 532
john.katis@swanhill.vic.gov.au

WE have had some fantastic events in Robinvale this year.
The Robinvale Ski 80 was another great success, bringing
big crowds to our little section of the Murray. The Moon Festival also blew everyone away with its beautiful colour, native
costume and delicious food. It made me extremely proud to
see all our nationalities represented and the amount of community support involved.
And next year we will celebrate the centenary of the battle
of Villers-Bretonneux. This will not only honour those who
fought bravely in WW1, but also reunite friends, relatives and
families.
This is going to be an extremely special time and a chance
to highlight what Robinvale has to offer. So I urge Robinvale
residents to start preparations now to take pride in and beautify our town. Let’s make sure our yards are clean and tidy,
shop front windows are fresh and that rubbish is cleared away.
I really hope these kind of events continue and build as we
go ahead, as this is something that sets Robinvale apart.
Finally, Merry Christmas to all, have a happy new year and
stay safe.

CONTACT WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
COUNCIL COUNCIL@SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
PO BOX 488, SWAN HILL VIC 3585
Swan Hill Business Centre

Robinvale Resource Centre

45 Splatt Street
Swan Hill VIC 3585
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

Both offices are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm.
Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without flaw or is wholly
appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any loss or other consequences which
may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.
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OFF LEASH ON TRIAL

OFF LEASH PLAY: Josefina, Jasmine and Juanita Bryant at Tower Hill.

PET owners in the Swan Hill municipality
now have four areas to exercise their pets
off leash.
Part of a two year trial, the off leash areas
are located at Tower Hill and Palaroo Street
in Swan Hill, Centenary Park in Robinvale
and the Lake Boga sporting complex.
In the coming weeks all areas will be clearly
marked as of leash areas with signage and
will be equipped with animal waste bags and
bins.
Council’s Public Health and Regulatory
Services Manager Trish Ficarra said the
decision to trial off leash areas meant more
choice for residents.
“Instead of having a single fenced off leash
dog park in Swan Hill, pet owners now have
a larger choice when it comes to exercising
their pets off leash.
“This means those living outside of Swan
Hill have an option nearby.
“And by not having a single static park, it

also gives us the option of adding more off
leash areas in the future.
Ms Ficarra added that a number of considerations were made before choosing the
locations.
“We factored in a lot things including proximity to households, roads and footpaths,
the amount of space available, established
grass areas and car parking options.
“We wanted to make sure the areas selected wouldn’t bother nearby residents but
were still in convenient locations that provided enough space for pets to exercise freely.”
After the two-year trial period Council will
go back to the community and find out if the
off leash areas are working.
“We’ll do more consultation around the
off leash areas, find out if more should be
added or if our community would still like to
see a single off leash dog park.”
For more information visit www.swanhill.
vic.gov.au.

RULES TO REMEMBER WHEN USING OFF LEASH AREAS
• Lake Boga

• Federal Square

• Tower Hill

• Robinvale

• Be within voice and hand control of your
dogs at all times
• Carry a bag or device to remove and
dispose of any droppings left by your
dog
• Keep your dog on a leash if it doesn’t
respond to your commands
• Stop your dog from being a nuisance
towards other people and animals
• Remove your dog from the park if it
becomes aggressive
• Children must be supervised

• Dogs must be registered with Council
and displaying registration tags
• Owners or persons in control must carry
a leash at all times
• No dogs are to be teased or chased
• Owners or persons in control must have
no more than two dogs at any one
time
• Only vaccinated and socialised dogs
allowed
• Any dog displaying signs of illness must
be removed immediately

AUSSIE
SOLAR
LEADER

THE Swan Hill region is fast on its way to becoming an Australian leader in solar power
generation.
Construction has started at solar farms at
Bannerton, Wemen and Swan Hill, while planning approval is being sought for a farm in
Pethard Road, Robinvale.
“We’re aiming for our region to become the
Australian leader in solar energy, and these
projects really bring us closer to this goal,”
Mayor Les McPhee said.
“We all know the Swan Hill region is blessed
with an abundance of sunshine, and we now
have the opportunity to harness this to add an
important, sustainable industry to our region.”

SWAN HILL – THIS IS YOUR SKATE PARK
AFTER extensive community consultation,
the final design of the Swan Hill Riverside
Skate Park is here.
Featuring a combination of street and
transition styles, the all-concrete skate
park includes an enclosed bowl and various
street obstacles to cater for all skill levels.
Considerations were also made regarding
the site location and layout to allow for possible extensions or future development.
Swan Hill Rural City Council Mayor Les
McPhee said that thanks to extensive consultation, the community had designed the
skate park.
“I think it’s safe to say that myself, and my

fellow Councillors, don’t really know the first
thing about skate parks,” Cr McPhee said.
“Which is why we took this process to the
people. We didn’t want to build just any old
skate park - we wanted to build a skate park
that was tailored to the needs and wants of
our community.”
Cr McPhee added that this commitment
was especially apparent during the final
round of consultation.
“When the draft design was released, we
put the call out to our residents one last
time. And once again, we were provided
with honest, realistic and valuable feedback.

“And when you look at that feedback and
compare the draft concept to the final design, you can see the changes. You can see
the level of importance we placed on those
comments. And you can see that this design is a true reflection of our community.”

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Council is applying for funding that will
allow the project to progress to the next
stage. Keep an eye on Council’s social
media pages and website for updates.

• The 100MW solar farm at Bannerton
will power Melbourne’s tram network.
The farm will include 320,000 PV tracking
solar panels, with a $133 million contract
recently awarded to CIMIC subsidiary
UGL. The farm will be built within one of
the orchards at Almas Almonds, with
construction expected to create 200
jobs.
• Overland Sun Farming and Island Green
Power are building three new solar
projects in northern Victoria, including
a 100MW farm at Wemen. In total,
the three farms represent a $500 million
investment in the region, and will
generate more than 200 jobs during
construction.
• Construction has started on the 19MW
solar farm at Swan Hill’s Blackwire
Reserve. The development includes
almost 50,000 solar panels, which will
align with the path of the sun.
Construction will take six to eight
months, with about 60 jobs created
during that construction. The first
power is expected to be produced
early next year.
• Planning approval is being sought for a
solar farm at Pethard Road, Robinvale.
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APPEAL TO HANG OUT YOUR FRUIT FLY TRAPS
HOUSEHOLDS in urban areas
across the Greater Sunraysia Pest
Free Area (GSPFA) are being urged
to keep up the fight against fruit fly
by hanging their trap and amulet.
GSPFA Regional Coordinator Deidre Jaensch said there had been
strong community support for the
distribution of the fruit fly trap packages to urban residents earlier this
month, but there was some confusion about how the traps work.
“The male and female traps last
for around three months. This
means the new ones replace the
old ones and they need to be installed as soon as they arrive to
get the most out of the trap,” Ms
Jaensch said.
“The mass-trapping exercise
specifically targets the urban areas where there is a high density
of houses, giving a high density
of traps, and therefore increasing
the chance of attracting and killing
flies,” she said.
Ms Jaensch said flies breeding in
urban backyards had the potential
to lay their eggs in fruit growing in
the surrounding commercial areas.
“Our region is one of the largest
fruit growing regions in Australia
producing millions of dollars of
fresh produce that’s exported to
the world, and Queensland Fruit Fly

HELPING HAND: Lake Boga Primary School students and community help with the trap roll out.
has been identified as the greatest
insect biosecurity threat,” she said
“This is a serious problem for our
horticulture industries and if they

suffer, then the whole town suffers.”
Both female fruit fly traps and
male amulet wicks (cardboard wa-

fers) were distributed in the latest
rollout with funding from Agriculture Victoria and the citrus, table
grape and stone fruit industries.

The BioTrap and the separate
Amulet are used to attract and kill
male and female fruit flies before
they mate and produce eggs.
Ms Jaensch asked anyone who
had received traps but had not yet
installed them in their backyard to
do so immediately.
“Putting up the traps not only
shows the support of our community to the horticulture industries,
but it will also help with managing fruit fly in urban gardens,” she
said.
“We recommend one trap per
tree and you also need to have
a number of strategies in place.
There’s more information on our
website and Facebook page about
the other things that people can
do,” Ms Jaensch said.
Ms Jaensch said a season-byseason guide on tasks around the
garden was available on the GSPFA website and the GSPFA Facebook page would carry reminders
for gardeners about the priority
tasks.
For a limited time, the GSPFA is
also offering a free tree removal
service to provide a long-term solution to people who don’t want to
or can’t manage their trees. Call
GSFPA for more information on
5022 0327.

BOXTHORN
A GROWING
CONCERN
BEATING MOZZIES
SUMMER brings with it warm
weather, longer days, barbecues,
watersports and outdoor dinners.
But unfortunately, it also brings
mosquitoes.
Putting a dampener on a lot of
these summer fun activities, mosquitoes are not only the uninvited
pests that can leave itchy bumps,
but they can also carry mosquito
borne viruses that can be dangerous to humans and pets.
The official mosquito season runs
from November through to April,
however this year Council started
works in early October, hoping to
have a bigger impact on numbers.
On top of the standard trapping
program and sentinel chickens,
both of which are used to monitor the types of mosquitoes in the
area and check for the presence of
any mosquito borne viruses, officers have also been actively treating
bodies of stagnant water.
Non-toxic to native animals, this
technique kills mosquitoes in their
larval form, preventing them from
maturing and, in turn, stopping the
breeding cycle.
And thanks to a grant from Department Health and Human Services, officers now have a new
member on their team to help fight
the bite. A new four wheeled All
Terrain Vehicle will be used to treat
hard to reach, off road areas. The
size of a four wheel motorbike and
fitted with a roll bar, the ATV makes
setting and checking traps and carrying out larval treatments in dense
areas much easier and safer.
It will be used to carry out ultra
low volume spraying. Similar to
the thermal fogging technique, it
is used to treat large areas before

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO
HELP FIGHT THE BITE?
The following are examples of
potential breeding sites and
control strategies that can be
used around the home:
• dispose of containers that
might hold water
• empty bird baths and pets’
drinking water at least once a
week
• keep fish ponds stocked with
fish
• remove leaves, weeds and
grass from drains and gutters
to enable them to drain freely
• keep lawns and gardens
well maintained so that you are
not providing shelter for adult
mosquitoes
• install flywire screens on all
windows and place self closing
wire screens on doors
• check, repair and replace any
screens with holes
• members of the public
can also report any potential
breeding sites

big events, drastically reducing the
number of adult mosquitoes over a
one to two day period.
This technique was successfully
used last year before events such
as the Australia Day Breakfast,
Farmers Market and Riverrock Fest
as well as regular treatments taking
place at the Pioneer Settlement.
For more information on Council’s
mosquito control program, how to
avoid being bitten and how you can
help to reduce potential breeding sites can be downloaded
from www2.health.vic.gov.au and
Council’s website.

AFRICAN Boxthorn has invaded large areas
of Swan Hill Rural City Council in both public
land and private properties. It is regarded as
one of Australia’s worst weeds and is also
classed as a weed of national significance.
The spread of this noxious weed has a financial impact on the agricultural and horticultural industries by reducing the amount
of productive land and by harbouring pests
that reduce productivity.
Council Director Development and Planning Heather Green said all property owners
had a legal responsibility to control Boxthorn
on their property.
“This weed does an incredible amount of
damage to our native animals and land,” Ms
Green said.
“Dense infestations can out-compete native plants and farming land creating environmental impact and loss of income.
“It aggressively invades pasture and reduces a property’s stock-carrying capacity
and provides a breeding place for several
pests including Queensland fruit fly and the
European rabbit.”
Ms Green added that although germination
of Boxthorn seed can occur all throughout
the year, aggressive growth is usually observed during spring.
“This is the time of year we need to act to
minimise the amount and the damage this
weed can cause.”
“Boxthorn control needs to be planned,
co-ordinated with neighbours and include
monitoring and follow up. Long term effective control requires the integration of a number of methods.
“But with a united approach, we can try
to halt the spread of Boxthorn and reclaim
some areas.”
Council is currently working with Landcare
on Boxthorn control programs including
Woorinen-Goschen Road to Swan Hill-Sea
Lake Road, Nyah West district and Waitchie
district.
Other areas will be investigated for Boxthorn control according to need.
For more information regarding African
Boxthorn, contact Swan Hill Rural City
Council’s Senior Environmental Officer Sam
Steel on (03) 5036 2320.

BOXTHORN CONTROL OPTIONS
CHEMICAL REMOVAL
THERE are a variety of herbicides available for use
on African Boxthorn when plants are actively growing.
The active growing season is during spring, usually
September, when the leaves are bright green and
before the plant has a chance to flower and set seed.
Outside this window, foliage spraying has limited or
no effect.
African Boxthorn can be effectively controlled all year
round by cutting the plant off at the base and painting
the stump with herbicide. Once the plant is cut it must
be immediately treated with chemical to be effective.

MECHANICAL REMOVAL
IT IS possible to use a tractor and blade as an
immediate way of cleaning up unsightly Boxthorn
infestations. Large scale mechanical removal can be
undertaken by contractors.
Stacks should be burned according to fire restriction
policies. It is highly likely there will be regrowth at plant
locations. Continue to remove or chemically treat new
growth until plants eventually give up.
Please contact your local garden centre or chemical
stockist for advice on herbicide use or for contractors
available in your area.
With all control methods, following up on the seed
bank and any reshoot from root stock is critical to long
term control success.
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NYAH ROAD OPEN FOR BUSINESS

UP IT COMES: This profiler worked for two days in November to remove
the road surface before it was reconstructed.

SHOPS in Nyah Road, Swan Hill,
are open for business in the lead
up to Christmas.
The southbound lane of Nyah
Road in Swan Hill was expected
to be sealed last week, on 7 and
8 December, as part of a $2 million
road upgrade.
Contractor Whitfield Excavations
started work on Nyah Road in May,
initially replacing all kerb and channel and installing new centre medians.
Work progressed to the southbound lane road surface, between
Stradbroke Avenue and Chapman
Street, in mid-November.

Work will stop over Christmas to
ensure the impact on traders is kept
at a minimum, and will start again in
the New Year.
Stihl shop owner Colin Hayward
reminded local people that all Nyah
Road businesses were open during
the work, with access to businesses on the southbound lane available
via Curlewis Street during recent
road closures.
“I think the project is a fantastic
thing for the north end of the town,”
he said.
“It was starting to look a little
shabby, but even now with just the
kerb and channel complete, it looks

great and will be even better once
the road is done.
“All businesses are still open and
every business along this northern
section of town has rear access that
lead to car parks, so just look for
the signs out the back of the driveways.
“Whitfields have done a fantastic
job so far. There’s been very little
disruption and all their work has
been done in a really professional
manner.”
The 12 month project will improve
safety and pedestrian access in the
area, thanks to the Federal Government’s Roads to Recovery program.

WHAT’S BEEN IN THE WORKS?
OTHER ROAD
WORKS…

BETTER DRAINAGE: A new drainage main has been installed along the north side of McCallum
Street from the NAB building to the Swan Hill Bowling Club, under the train line and to the river.
The work continues an upgrade that started in 2013, which has increased the drainage system’s
capacity to drain stormwater to the river, and ultimately reduce the likelihood of CBD flooding.
The third and final stage of the upgrade will be completed as budget becomes available.

BETTER ROAD: Work to re-construct a 2.5km section
of Lake Boga-Ultima Road is almost complete. The
road has been widened from 4.1 metres to 6.2 metres.
This completes the road widening from the Lake Boga
township to the Quambatook Road intersection.

• Cocamba-Leitpar Road,
Manangatang, 3.2km
re-sheeted
• Nyrraby Road, Nyah West
(from Chillingollah to Nyah
West-Chinkapook Road), 7km
re-sheeted
• McGregor Lane, Nyah West,
750m re-sheeted
• Cocamba-Miralie Road,
Manangatang, 2km re-sheeted
• Moondah Road, Manangatang,
4.5km of road shoulders resheeted
• Harris Road, Nyah West, 1.2km
of road shoulders re-sheeted
• Swan Road, Beverford, 650m
of road shoulders re-sheeted

AND WHAT’S
COMING UP?

BETTER PITCH: The playing surface at Ken Harrison Sporting Complex in Swan Hill has had
a makeover, in a bid to improve the playing surface for soccer during winter and for Country
Week Tennis. The playing surface was top dressed in October, with 250 cubic metres of red
sand spread over the 2.5Ha site. Kikuyu grass and winter weeds were significantly reduced
prior to top dressing, with the aim of producing a pure Santa Ana Couch playing surface over
the next couple of years.

UPGRADE’S A GEM: Work continues to upgrade the area between the Gallery, Spoons
Riverside and the PS Gem.

BETTER WATERING: The irrigation system that supplies water to the Lake Boga recreation reserve, caravan park and school for their lawns and playing surfaces has been upgraded. The upgrade will make the
system more reliable and more user friendly for the
community groups that access it.

• A section of Karinie Street in
Swan Hill – from Richards Road
to Murlong Street - will be fully
reconstructed, starting in
January.
• Depending on river heights,
the new boat ramp and carpark
at the Milloo Street boat ramp
in Swan Hill is planned to be
built in February and March.

DRAGS ARE BACK: About 100 cars took part in the Street Machine Drag Challenge
in November.

NEW LOOK FOR THE GALLERY THEY’RE RACING AT SWAN HILL
SWAN Hill Regional Art Gallery will have a
new look early in the new year with the installation of a deck.
The deck will run across the front of the gallery, and combined with the new pathways
in the area, a large lawn and landscaping will
give the Gallery a fresh and welcoming look.
Also as part of the project – funded through
Regional Development Victoria and the TAC –
a new vehicle entrance to the Gallery/Spoons
car park has already been installed and the
carpark resealed.
The new shared pathway has been built
from the PS Gem, around the front of Spoons
and out to the levee bank.

Gallery Director Ian Tully said activities and
events in and around the Gallery would benefit greatly.
“It means that at openings for example,
people will be able to spill out onto the
decking to enjoy our beautiful evenings. It
also connects the Gallery to foot traffic from
Spoons and the riverfront walk,” he said.
“Easy access to the lawns at the eastern
end of the Gallery and the repositioning of
the exit road puts the focus back onto people
rather than on cars, which is very welcome.
“And the extension of the lawn will create a
safe and family friendly space for people to
gather, sit and enjoy our beautiful surrounds.”

WORK at the Swan Hill quarter mile drag
strip was completed last month, in time
for about 100 cars to test it out during the
Street Machine Drag Challenge.
There were positive reports on the track
after the drag challenge, and praise for the
Swan Hill Drag Racing Club.
“To the entire crew at the Swan Hill Drag
Racing Club, the Swan Hill Council and
everyone involved in the remedial work at
Swan Hill Dragway, congratulations!” challenge team member Paul Rogers wrote on
Facebook.
“After a full day there for Street Machines

Drag Challenge and a comment from our
driver ‘that this is the smoothest track I
have ever been down’, I can confidently
say that this track is ready to run!”
Work started in October to bring the
track up to national standard, and included grinding the concrete racing surface,
re-cutting and re-sealing 1,812 metres of
concrete joints, and re-laying two asphalt
sections of the strip.
With the drag strip now up and running,
the Swan Hill Dragway expects a busy
2018. Follow the dragway on Facebook
for updates on events.

6

SWAN HILL RURAL CITY COUNCIL NEWS | SUMMER 2017

COUNCIL SERVICES
OVER CHRISTMAS,
NEW YEAR
KERBSIDE WASTE AND RECYCLING
COLLECTION
Collections scheduled for Christmas
Day will be collected on Saturday,
23 December.
Collections scheduled for New Year’s
Day will be collected on Saturday,
30 December.

LANDFILL AND TRANSFER
STATIONS
All transfer stations closed Christmas
and New Year’s days. Other days as
follows:
Sunday, 24 December - Swan Hill
open 9am-2pm
Tuesday, 26 December - Swan Hill
open 9am-2pm, Robinvale closed
Tuesday, 2 January - Swan Hill open
9am- 2pm, Robinvale closed

SWAN HILL RECYCLE DEPOT
Closed on all public holidays. Please
note that the Swan Hill Landfill can
accept recyclables.

SWAN HILL RURAL CITY COUNCIL
OFFICES AND ROBINVALE
RESOURCE CENTRE
Will close at 5pm on Friday, 22
December and re-open 8.30am
Tuesday, 2 January.

PIONEER SETTLEMENT, INCLUDING
HEARTBEAT OF THE MURRAY AND
PYAP CRUISES
Closed Christmas Day and Boxing
Day. All other days will be normal
opening hours 9.30am-4pm.

SWAN HILL LEISURE CENTRE
WHAT A COLLECTION: Swan Hill Genealogical and Historical Society President Lyn Cunningham and Mayor Les McPhee (above), and some
of the historic postcards of Swan Hill that are now part of the Society’s collection.

RETURN TO SENDER:

POSTCARDS BACK IN SWAN HILL
A COLLECTION of 300 postcards
and foldouts has returned to
Swan Hill, offering a beautiful photographic history of our region.
Swan Hill Genealogical and Historical Society acquired the postcard collection — known as the
Christine Barca Comprehensive
Collection of Postcards — from
a Melbourne-based collector.
The purchase was partly funded
through Council’s Community
Support Fund.
The postcards feature iconic images of Swan Hill’s bridge, river
and streetscapes, as well as longgone theatres, hotels, the post office and hospital. People will rec-

ognise many familiar landmarks,
including the Swan Hill swimming
pool, town hall, clock tower and
churches.
And even more intriguing are the
handwritten messages on some
of the postcards, dating back as
far as 1912.
The postcards form part of the
Society’s extensive collection,
which can be used to assist in
family and local historical research.
Contact the Society for more
information on 5036 2472 or
shghso@hotmail.com, or find out
more at library.swanhill.vic.gov.
au/research-learning.

BORROW UP, OR ONLINE ANY TIME
THE Library will be closed from 23 December to 2 January so
make sure you stock up on your summer reading before then! And
remember you can download e-books and e-audio books from the
library website using your library membership from wherever you
might be over this Christmas holiday season.

STUDY HELP, RIGHT WHEN YOU NEED IT
STUDENTS – are you feeling overwhelmed, stuck on a study
question or not sure where to even start with an assignment?
You can get help with your essay or report draft in less than 24
hours or live, expert assistance with subjects like writing, maths,
science, economics and more.
Friendly subject specialists from YourTutor are waiting online to
help you, 3pm to late, Sunday to Friday.
To access YourTutor, go to Swan Hill Regional Library website’s
online resources page and use your library card number to login.
YourTutor will soon be known as Studiosity – same great service,
just a different name. Look out for the change on the Library’s
online resources page.

Closed Christmas Day. Open Tuesday,
26 December and Monday, 1 January
from 8am–6pm. All other days will be
normal opening hours.

SWAN HILL REGION INFORMATION
CENTRE
Closed Christmas Day. All other days
will be normal opening hours
9am-5pm.

SWAN HILL REGIONAL LIBRARY
Will close at 12pm on Saturday, 23
December and re-open at 10am on
Tuesday, 2 January. Regular Mobile
Library visits will finish on Thursday, 21
December. The Mobile Library will visit
Robinvale from 11am-12.30pm and
1pm-3pm on 11 and 25 January. The
regular Mobile Library timetable will
resume from Wednesday, 31 January.

SWAN HILL REGIONAL
ART GALLERY
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing
Day and New Year’s Day. Open 27
December to 31 December 10am4pm, and 2 January 10am-4pm. For
the duration of the school holidays,
opening hours will be Monday to
Friday 10am-5pm, and Saturday and
Sunday 10am-4pm.

SWAN HILL RURAL CITY COUNCIL
OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS
Including the After School Program,
will be closed at 6.15pm Friday, 22
December. The Vacation Program will
open at 8am on Monday, 8 January.

COMMUNITY CARE SERVICES
Will close at 5pm on Friday, 22
December and re-open at 8.30am on
Tuesday, 2 January.

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
The Swan Hill Centre will be closed
on all public holidays. The Woorinen
South, Nyah West and Lake Boga
centres will be closed all days
between Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day (inclusive). Appointments
to attend the Swan Hill Centre can be
made by calling 5032 0300. Families
can also call the 24 hour Maternal and
Child Health Service on 132 229.

FAMILY DAY CARE SERVICES
Will close at 5pm on Friday, 22
December and re-open at 8.30am on
Tuesday, 2 January.

EMERGENCY CONTACT
AFTER HOURS - 0419 888 779
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IT’S BATON RELAY TIME
PLANS are well underway for when
the Commonwealth Games Queen’s
Baton Relay arrives in our region this
February.
After travelling 288 days through
the Commonwealth, the Queen’s
Baton will arrive in Australia on 24
December. On days 53 and 54 of the
relay the baton will visit Swan Hill,
Nyah and Robinvale with community
celebrations being planned, and local batonbearers gearing up to play
their part.
Games Boy (pictured) and his
friends will entertain crowds at each
location, there will be official ceremonies, food and drinks and, of course,
the chance to see local friends and
family members carrying the baton.
You can track the baton and see
the Baton Relay route at gc2018.
com/qbr, and keep an eye on event
updates at Council’s Facebook page.
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SWAN HILL 16 FEBRUARY

SCHOOL HOLIDAY FUN

Baton leaves the Pioneer
Settlement 4.30pm, travels
through Swan Hill and arrives
at Riverside Park 5.30pm.
Community celebration at
Riverside Park 5pm-6.15pm.

THERE will be plenty to keep the kids entertained in
Swan Hill these Christmas school holidays. The Library,
Gallery and Pioneer Settlement will all host full holiday
programs.
Plus the Out of School Hours Program will run again
from 8 January until 25 January (no program on Australia
Day, 26 January).

NYAH – 17 FEBRUARY
Community
celebration
8.45am-9.30am at Nyah
Recreation Reserve. Baton
leaves 9.30am and travels
around Nyah.

ROBINVALE –
17 FEBRUARY

PIONEER SETTLEMENT
>> Free daily activities include butter churning, skipping
rope making, Pioneer School and Pioneer
Laundry.
>> Ginger beer making demonstrations.
>> Pioneer Photo Parlour daily, 10am until 3pm, $5.

SWAN HILL REGIONAL LIBRARY

Baton leaves Robinvale Leisure
Centre 11.20am, travels
through Robinvale and arrives
at Robinvale Community
Centre 12.05pm. Community
celebration at Community
Centre 11.30am-1pm.

COMMUNITY
GROUPS
SHARE IN
$70,000

Organisation

Funding

Alan Garden Netball Committee of Management

$1,500

Beverford and District Fire Brigade

$1,920

THIRTY-THREE community groups will share in $70,000 to
upgrade buildings, buy new equipment and support their volunteers.
Swan Hill Rural City Council recently announced the successful 2017 Community Development Fund recipients.
Mayor Les McPhee said he was impressed with the quality
and diversity of projects that were put forward this year
“The successful recipients come from right across our municipality and the projects vary greatly, from new spouting
on Tyntyndyer Homestead to a new cricket pitch roller for
Robinvale,” he said.
“These projects are a great reflection of the community and
sporting groups who do such great work for the people of our
region, offering opportunities to get involved and get active.”
One of the groups to receive funding was the George Lay
Park community garden group, which will use a $3000 grant
to relocate garden beds and build a fence. The grant is welcome news for the group following vandalism at the garden
earlier this year.
“We just hope that it will enable the garden to grow and will
help stop vandalism, help us to better manage the area,” the
group’s Brian Butler said.
Another round of Community Development Fund grants applications will open in 2018. In the meantime, groups can
apply for small grants of up to $200 from the Community
Support Fund. Find out more at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/
community.

Chinkapook Reserves Committee

$3,000

Community Garden Group (auspiced by SLIM)

$3,000

Italian Social Club

$1,000

Lake Boga Bowls Club

$1,500

Lake Boga Football Netball Club

$2,400

Lakers Cricket Club

$3,000

Lions Club of Swan Hill

$2,500

Manangatang and District Bowling Club

$780

Manangatang Public Hall

$1,850

Manangatang Recreation Reserve Committee
of Management

$1,500

Mid Murray Pistol Club

$2,400

Nyah District Christmas Carnival Committee

$2,000

Nyah District Mens Shed

$2,200

Nyah Two Bays Swimming Club

$3,000

Nyah West Golf Club

$1,700

Robinswood Homestead Association

$3,000

Robinvale and District Cricket Association

$3,000

Robinvale Euston Football Netball Club

$3,000

Robinvale Pistol Club

$3,000

Robinvale Storm Rugby League Football Club
Incorporated

$1,200

Speewa Heritage Collectors Club

$2,150

St Mary's Tyntynder Cricket Club

$2,800

Swan Hill District Health Ladies Auxiliary

$1,000

Swan Hill Farmers Market

$1,000

Swan Hill Genealogical and Historical Society

$2,000

Swan Hill Gymnastics Club

$3,000

Swan Hill Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club

$1,500

Swan Hill Motor Racing Club (Speedway)

$2,500

Swan Hill Neighbourhood House

$3,000

Tyntyndyer Homestead

$1,000

Ultima Football Netball Club

$1,600
$70,000

>> Summer Reading Club from 1 December until 31
January.
>> School holiday Lego Club sessions every
Wednesday, 2pm- 4pm. $2 per child. For children 5
years and up.
>> FREE Loom Band sessions every Wednesday,
2pm-4pm. Loom bands, boards and hooks will be
supplied to make a range of jewellery and craft!
>> Minecraft Monday sessions every Monday, 1pm5pm. $2 per child. For school age children.
>> A VR (Virtual Reality) Playstation available for
use, for 15-year-olds and up, from Monday, 9
January. Bookings essential.
>> Tin can drums - Thursday, 4 January at 2.30pm.
Children can make their own colourful, tin can drum
using their imagination, tin cans, balloons, paint and
chopsticks! FREE activity! Bookings essential.
>> Tin can robots - Tuesday, 9 January at 2.30pm.
Limited only by their imagination, children can make
their own tin can robot from tin cans and odds and
ends. FREE activity! Bookings essential.
>> Duck Cameron Magic - Thursday, 11 January
at 2pm. Experience the magic of Australia’s master
magician, Duck Cameron! Suitable for ages 5-12 but
will be enjoyed by the whole family. $5 per person.
>> Karate: Come and Try - Tuesday, 16 January. A
fun activity for both boys and girls promoting fitness
and focus. For children 8 year and up. FREE activity!
Bookings essential.
>> Exploding Memory Boxes - Tuesday, 23 January.
This special box is a cute and creative way to display
your photos, favourite quotes, pictures or
decorations. $3 per person. Bookings essential.
>> Self Defence for Women - Tuesday, 23 January.
For women 13 years and up. This FREE instructional
workshop will cover some basics of self defence in
a safe and fun environment.
>> Twilight Tales - Wednesday, 24 January. Wear your
PJ’s to our special night time Storytime and find out!
FREE event. Bookings essential.
>> FREE Creation Station in the children’s area during
the school holidays, where children can draw, cut
and paste, colour in, complete activity booklets and
make all sorts of creations!
>> A big range of board and card games for use in
the library throughout the holidays, including
Monopoly, Scrabble, Guess Who?, Line-up-4, UNO,
Mr Potato Head Pals, Fish, Chess, Snakes and
Ladders and more!
>> Move & Groove will ﬁnish for 2017 on Wednesday,
20 December and restart on Wednesday, 3
January at 10.30am.
>> Baby Rhyme Time will ﬁnish for 2017 on Friday,
22 December and restart on Friday, 5 January at
10.30am. For babies aged up to 18 months and
their parents, guardians or carers.
>> Saturday Story Time will ﬁnish on 16 December
and restart on 3 February 2018.

SWAN HILL REGIONAL ART GALLERY
Four workshops will be held with the National Gallery of
Victoria Kids on Tour. Workshops are for children aged
four to 12. They run from 11am-12pm and cost $10 per
child. Places are limited, so call the Gallery to register.
>> Send a Message! Collage Workshop inspired by
Fiona Hall: Uneasy Seasons, 9 January
Today, as we communicate frequently through
technology, symbols are an important way to
express our feelings. Hall invites young people to
make an emoji to express how they feel about the
world they live in.
>> Who lives here? Collage workshop inspired by
Fiona Hall: Uneasy Seasons, 11 January
Workshop participants are invited to consider and
respond to the natural world with this collage activity
and create an animal and its habitat.
>> Nonsense - Exquisite Corpse drawing challenge
by Olga Chernysheva, 16 January
NGV Triennial artist Olga Chernysheva, likes to draw
everything she sees around her. Now is your chance
to accept Olga’s drawing challenge and create your
own nonsense creatures, beginning with the artist’s
little dog Hitchcock.
>> Everybody Draw – Portraiture Workshop,
18 January
Did you know that in addition to your fingerprints,
your tongue prints are also unique? To celebrate
all people being different you will draw your own
self-portrait or a portrait of friends and family.
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TAX AND TEETH AT THE GALLERY NOW
WHEN you think about art, dentistry and taxation aren’t normally
two things that spring to mind.
But local artists John Harrison and Andy Millar are here to
change that with their joint exhibition now showing at Swan Hill
Regional Art Gallery.
While already artists in their own
right - Dr John Harrison beautifully sculpting and restoring teeth
for years, and Andy Millar CPA
perfecting the intricate and precise art of accounting – it was 10
years ago that a love affair with a
very different art form began.
And according to John, it’s all
Andy’s fault.
“Andy started this thing off
about 10 years ago. He teed up
a then local artist called Eileen –
she’s a super clever artist, really
fantastic - and Andy being Andy
suggested that she might like to
give us lessons on a Sunday afternoon,” John said.
“So he got together a few of
his mates, including me, and we
went round and spent the afternoon with Eileen.”
And it seems from that moment
on the rest is history.
Those weekend lessons turned
into setting up studios in their
own homes. Dabbling evolved
into perfecting their chosen
styles. And their love of art even
sees them take annual trips to the
Grampians to hone their skills.

ARTISTS: Dr John Harrison and Andy Millar in Dr Harrison’s studio.

Which again, according to John,
was all Andy’s doing.
“It was Andy who teed up the
trip to the Grampians, which
was actually fantastic as we

had to paint something. It’s like
a project, or an aim. Otherwise,
if you’re just hanging around at
home painting, you end up with
all these artworks that you just

>> LOOKING FOR SOMETHING MORE?
This is just a taste of the events happening across the Swan Hill and Robinvale regions
from the start of December to March. There are other regular community events listed at
visitswanhill.com.au including euchre, bingo, community group meetings and more.

>> GET A FREE EVENT LISTING
Anyone can have their event uploaded to the visitswanhill.com.au site FREE!
Simply email your event details to tourism@swanhill.vic.gov.au and your event details will be
uploaded to the website for locals and visitors to see.

DECEMBER
Sat 16 – Sun 17 Dec
CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING
EXTENDED TRADING HOURS
will take place over the weekend
as follows: Sat, 16 from 9am to
3pm and Sun, 17 from 10am to
3pm. There will be some great
entertainment including Santa,
face painting, music and more.
Updates will available via local
media, radio and Swan Hill Inc’s
Facebook page.
Tues 19 Dec
SWAN HILL TROTS CHRISTMAS
RACES PARTY. The club boasts
one of the fastest harness racing
tracks in Australia with a family
friendly atmosphere. The track
welcomes both new comers and
regulars. 6pm to 8pm. Swan Hill
Racecourse, Gray Street, Swan
Hill.
Thurs 21 Dec
SWAN HILL FARMERS FOOD
AND FRIENDS CHRISTMAS
TWILIGHT MARKET. Come
on down for plentiful produce
and a gorgeous selection of
last minute gifts. Fun to be
had by everyone. Loads of
fresh produce, hand and house
made, wine tasting, food and
refreshments, handcrafted
gifts, kids entertainment and
Christmas carols. 5pm to 9pm.
Riverside Park, Swan Hill Call
0456 531 606 for more info.
Sat 30 Dec
SWAN HILL MOTOR RACING
CLUB SONIC SPEEDWAY Mallee Masters Street Stocks,
Support Classes VSC Juniors.
More details to be advised.
Chisholm Reserve - 10kms west
of Swan Hill on Sea Lake Ultima

Road. For more info call Andrew
on 0428 323 040.
Sun 31 Dec
SWAN HILL NEW YEAR’S EVE
FAMILY FESTIVAL. Celebrate
New Years Eve with a bang.
Live entertainment, fireworks
at 9.30pm and midnight, food,
drinks and children’s activities.
6pm to 12am - Riverside Park,
Swan Hill.

JANUARY
Mon 1 Jan
SES ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S
DAY DUCK RACE. Come down
to Riverside Park on New Year’s
Day and take part in the annual
SES Duck Race. The Murray
River will be transformed into a
sea of bright yellow, with 1000’s
of plastic ducks racing their way
to the Swan Hill bridge. Prior to
the Duck Race, there will also
be an emergency services raft
race. Three teams of five people
will ferry each other across
the river on homemade rafts.
Family friendly event. 1.15pm Riverside Park, Swan Hill
Thurs 11 Jan
SWAN HILL TROTS FAMILY FUN
RACES/BLUE PEARL CLASSIC.
5pm to 8pm - Swan Hill
Racecourse, Gray Street, Swan
Hill. Visit www.swanhilltrots.
com.au or call 0417 344 802 for
more info.
Sat 13 Jan
SWAN HILL MOTOR RACING
CLUB SONIC SPEEDWAY
SUPPORT CLASSES. VSC open
sedans, VSC formula 500 and
VSC Juniors Standard Saloons
Chisholm Reserve. 10kms west

of Swan Hill on Sea Lake Ultima
Road. For more info call Andrew
on 0428 323 040.
Sun 26 Jan
AUSTRALIA DAY BREAKFAST.
Enjoy a sit-down breakfast of
sausages, bacon, egg, tomato,
bread roll, juice, tea or coffee.
Presentation of Citizenship
Awards and Australian Flag
Raising Ceremony. 6.30am to
9.30am - Riverside Park, Swan
Hill.

FEBRUARY
Sat 3 Feb
SWAN HILL MOTOR RACING
CLUB SONIC SPEEDWAY
AMCA NATIONALS VICTORIAN
TITLE. Chisholm Reserve,
10kms west of Swan Hill on Sea
Lake Ultima Road. For more info
call Andrew on 0428 323 040.
Fri 9 – Sun 11 Feb
NYAH WEST UNITED FOOTBALL
AND NETBALL CLUB ANNUAL
FISHING COMPETITION. Nyah
Recreation Reserve - 28km’s
north of Swan Hill. Visit www.
nyahnyahwestunitedfc.vcfl.com.
au or call Rod on 0427 305 590
for more details.
Sun 11- Fri 16 Feb
SWAN HILL TENNIS VICTORIA
COUNTRY WEEK. Enjoy 51
permanent grass courts and
48 temporary courts, all on the
same site. Swan Hill Lawn Tennis
and Croquet Club, Ken Harrison
Reserve, off Yana Street, Swan
Hill. For more info contact Trevor
or John 0418 500 046 or 0418
342 343.

sling in the bin,” John said.
“Yes, usually you’d just end up
taking a whole heap of them to
the tip because there was just
too many– and they rubbish!”

Andy said.
In between laughs and selfdeprecating humour, Andy recalled one of his earlier attempts.
“So I’m a bit of smart alec and
when we first started with Eileen,
I think it was after about three lessons, I decided that I was going
to paint an emotion! But no one
could work out what it was! I was
so disappointed but I refused to
tell anyone,” he said.
Thankfully, it seems not as
many masterpieces are being
displayed at the landfill now.
When it comes to talking about
their talents and their exhibition,
the duo is extremely humble.
But you would be hard-pressed
to find anyone that wouldn’t be
blown away with the calibre of
their work.
Featuring bold, bright colours
depicting everything from sunsets and landscapes to farm
equipment and portraits – the
collection does not look like that
of amateurs.
By drawing inspiration mostly
from what they encounter dayto-day - locally or on trips around
the world - their ad hoc “themeless” theme only adds to its
charm.
The exhibition You were scared
of Dentists and Taxation is on
show until 28 January. Artwork is
also available for purchase, starting from $200.

Tues 13 Feb
COUNTRY WEEK TENNIS
HARNESS RACING NIGHT
MEETING. 5pm to 8pm Swan
Hill Racecourse, Gray Street,
Swan Hill. For more info visit
www.swanhilltrots.com.au or
call
0417 344 802.

Fri 30 Mar – Mon 2 Apr
SWAN HILL BOWLS EASTER
CARNIVAL. Entry fee $10 per
person. Corner McCallum and
Curlewis streets, Swan Hill. For
more info call 5032 4083 or 0428
324 083.

Sat 17 – Sun 18 Feb
VOYAGE FITNESS RIVERSIDE
TRIATHLON. Four categories
and numerous events available.
A sprint (25.5km), short (15.2km)
and mini try (2.85 km) across
various distances for those
wanting to try their hand in
swimming, cycling and running.
For more information and to keep
up to date, visit the Riverside Tri
Facebook page. Riverside Park,
Swan Hill.

There are also regular PYAP
CRUISES (weekdays 2.30pm;
weekends, Victorian school
holidays and public holidays
10.30am and 2.30pm) and the
HEARTBEAT OF THE MURRAY
LASER LIGHT SHOW (every
night) at the Pioneer Settlement.
Call 5036 2410 for details.
And don’t forget STORYTIME
each week at the Swan Hill
Regional Library for the kids.
Saturday Story Time 11am,
Wednesday Story Time 10.30am,
Thursday Baby Rhyme time
10.30am. Call 5036 2480 for
details.

Sun 25 Feb
SWAN HILL KART CLUB
RACING. Gates open at 8am.
Practice 8.30am to 10.30am.
Entry confirmation/scrutineering
9.30am to 10.30am. Racing
commences at 11am. Chisholm
Reserve, 10kms west of Swan
Hill on Sea Lake Ultima Road
For more details visit www.
swanhillkartclub.com.au or
phone 0439 322 266.

MARCH
Fri 9 – Sun 11 Mar
SWAN HILL SWAN HILL FOOD
AND WINE FESTIVAL. Three
days of events, festivities,
entertainment and of course
- food and wine. Visit www.
swanhillfoodandwine.com.au for
more details.
Sat 24 Mar
SWAN HILL HARMONY DAY.
A day dedicated to celebrating
our cultural diversity, and a day
of respect for everyone who
calls Australia home. More
details available on the Swan Hill
Harmony Day Facebook page.
Riverside Park, Swan Hill

WHAT ELSE?

MARKETS
1st Sat of the month MURRABIT
MARKET (about 45km south
east of Swan Hill), 8.30am to
1pm. Contact 5457 2205.

1st Sun of the month SWAN HILL
FARMERS MARKET, Riverside
Park Swan Hill. 9am to 1pm.
Contact 0456 531 606.

2nd Sat of the month NYAH
LIONS CLUB MARKET, Nyah
Trotting Complex (24km north of
Swan Hill), 9am to 1pm. Contact
5030 2533 or 5030 2619.

2nd Sat of the month ROBINVALE
COUNTRY MARKET, Caix
Square, Robinvale, 8.30am to
12.30pm. Contact 5026 3095.

2nd Saturday of the month
HANDMADE ON THE MURRAY
INDOOR ARTISAN MARKET
INDOOR ART BUZZAAR
MARKET, 98 Chapman Street,
Swan Hill, 10am to 6pm. Contact
0419 016 842
3rd Sat of the month ANGLICAN
BOOT SALE MARKET, Anglican
Function Centre, Splatt Street,
Swan Hill, 9am to 12pm. Contact
5032 2506 or 5032 3765.

3rd Sun of the month ROTARY
CLUB OF SWAN HILL MARKET,
railway car park, Curlewis Street,
Swan Hill, 9am to 1pm. Entry
by gold coin donation. Contact
5032 2164.

EMAIL OPTION
Would you like to receive a copy of our
newsletter delivered straight to your inbox?
Just send an email with ‘newsletter’
written in the subject line to
media@swanhill.vic.gov.au.

