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We celebrate Library 
and Information Week  
21 - 26 May.   

 

Join us for National 
Simultaneous Storytime 
and Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea! 
 

For Learning, For Leisure, For Life 

Living Book talk with Graham Wontner 
Join us at the Library for a ‘Living Book’ talk from Graham Wontner. 

Graham is a local man with a fascinating past.  Born in East Africa, 
educated in England and now a retired civil engineer, Graham will talk 
about his time with the East African Railways in the early 1970s and how 
he eventually came to make Australia his home. 

Hear about his instrumental work in helping to build a crucial railway port 
on Lake Victoria and his sometimes funny encounters with the African 
wildlife, including a very friendly bull elephant.  

Graham will also talk about some of the darker moments of his life in East 
Africa, including the atrocities he witnessed and having his own life 
threatened as Idi Amin’s regime took hold of Uganda. 

A light supper will be supplied. To book or for more information, call the 
library on 5036 2480. 
 

May is our month for author talks. Dates below and more info in the 

following pages! 

Australian history with Roland Perry - 2.30pm on 7 May 

Railway Hotels of Australia with Scott Whitaker -  2.30pm  on 23 May 

Impact: the ripple effect of murder with Ruth Wykes - 7pm on 23 May  

Sunbury: Australia’s Greatest Rock Festival with Peter Evans - 7pm 
on 30 May 

Graham Wontner on a tug boat in Tanzania Kris and Graham Wontner in recent times 
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Featured BorrowBox e-books for May 

Coming soon 
 

Bishop’s Pawn  
Steve Berry 

Brush with death  
Quentin Jardine  

Falcon of Spartar 

Conn Iggulden  

Other lady vanishes  

Amanda Quick   

Death doesn’t bargain 

Sherrilyn Kenyon   

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it happened   

Michael Kortya  

Death is not enough  

Karen Rose  

Cardinal’s court  

Cora Harrison 

Friends and traitors  

John Lawton 

Someone like you  

Karly Lane 

 

 

Download from the Library’s website  
or the FREE BorrowBox  app. Download or 
‘borrow’ up to six e-audiobooks and six e-books at 

a time, for three weeks.  

Remember an early return increases your        
available loans immediately and reserves count as 

loans. 

 

library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 
 

Like us on Facebook 
 

Subscribe to Council’s Arts and Culture  

newsletter by emailing performingarts@swanhill.vic.gov.au 

Find out what’s happening at the Library 

BorrowBox e-audiobook of the month 
The Darkest Hour 

Anthony McCarten 

‘Engrossing...a bold and hugely 
readable story about doubts, 
decisions, and the power of words 
that vividly conveys the moment.’  - 
Claire Mulley, author of The Woman 
Who Saved the Children.  

From the prize-winning screenwriter 
of The Theory of Everything, this is a 
cinematic, behind-the-scenes 
account of a crucial moment which 
takes us inside the mind of one of 
the world's greatest leaders – and 
provides a revisionist, more rounded 
portrait of his leadership.  

May, 1940. Britain is at war, 
European democracies are falling 
rapidly and the public are unaware 
of this dangerous new world. Just 
days after his unlikely succession to 
Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, 

faces this horror – and a sceptical 
King and a party plotting against 
him. He wonders how he can 
capture the public mood and does 
so, magnificently, before leading the 
country to victory...  

It’s a scarier, more human story, 
than has ever before been told.  
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BOOK CLUB 

Open to people aged 
16 years and over, the 
Book Club meets at the 
Library every second 
Wednesday of the 

month, 7pm-8.30pm. 

New members         

welcome! 

KNITTER       

KNATTERS  

(Knitting and crochet 

group) 

Every Tuesday      
morning from 10am-

12pm.  

Knit, crochet, sew and 

chat! 

New Knitter Knatters 

are welcome! 

SCRABBLE CLUB 

The Library’s Scrabble 
Club meets on the   
second  and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month 

at 2pm. 

New players welcome! 

WRITER’S GROUP 

Meets the second and 
fourth Saturdays of the  
month in the Library 
Meeting Room, from 

10am to 12pm. 

For more information, 
contact Jan Power on 

0427 332 440. 

 

 

 

You can access a wide range of magazines using the library’s website or 

downloading the RB Digital app and accessing the South West Digital 

Zone library.  
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Raising Money for our Biggest Morning Tea  

Our fabulous Knitter Knatter group are raising money for the Biggest 
Morning Tea by selling some of their creative wares. 

Items will be displayed for sale in the library during May, with all proceeds 
going to the Anti Cancer Council for research into a cure for cancer. 

Come in and check out the range of fantastic items for sale, including 
everything from booties to cup warmers, and contribute to a worthy 
cause.  

Or better yet, why not come along on Tuesday mornings and join the 
ladies in making items to sell. 

You are invited to our Biggest Morning Tea 

We will be hosting our 12th annual Biggest Morning Tea on Thursday, 
24 May, from 10.15am to 11.15am. We are raising money for the Anti 
Cancer Council and in remembrance of friends and family who have 
been touched by cancer.   

Our biggest morning tea is also a great opportunity to bring along a 
friend and introduce them to the library.   

Tea, coffee, homemade cakes and slices will be provided for a donation 
of $5 per person.  Please let us know if you plan to attend. If you can’t 
make it on the day, you are welcome to leave a donation towards this 
worthy cause. 

Library and Information Week - 21 to 26 May 

National Simultaneous Storytime  

On Wednesday, 23 May at 10.30 am, the Swan Hill Library will be 
joining other libraries around the country to read the picture book 
Hickory Dickory Dash all at the same time. 

National Simultaneous Storytime, co-ordinated by the Australian Library 
and Information Association, aims to promote the value of reading and 
literacy and the important role of libraries.   

Bring your children along to this special Move and Groove session and 
have some fun! 

To learn about all the different services the Swan Hill Regional Library 
provides, check out our Library brochure, website, join our Facebook 
page or ask your friendly library staff. 
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Railway Hotels of Australia  - Scott 

Whitaker Author talk 

Scott’s interest in the railways was kindled by the stories told by his 
grandfather, who was a locomotive fireman on steam engines during 
the Second World War.   

Hear Scott talk about how his initial plan for tracing the history of  -  and 
having a drink at  -  20 or 30 railway hotels got out of hand, resulting in 
his book ‘Railway Hotels of Australia Volume 1  -  Victoria’ including the 
history of a staggering 680 hotels!   

Many railway hotels opened years before the actual railways and some 
ended up having the railway lines built kilometres away. Other railway 
hotels have fascinating stories of murders, platform ghosts and even 
the odd brothel! 

 

When: Wednesday, 23 May at 2.30pm 

Where: Swan Hill Library 

Cost:  Free 

 

Book signing will be available after the talk, with books on sale for $65. 

Light refreshments provided. 

Impact: the ripple effect of murder - Ruth 

Wykes Author talk 

True crime author Ruth Wykes and her co-author Kylie Fox interviewed 
ten professionals for their new book ‘Impact: The Ripple Effect of    
Murder’ about how the cases involving Maria Korp, the Mornington 
Monster, Bandali Debs, the Bali bombing, Black Saturday (and more) 
affected them personally.  

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) plays a part in some of the    
stories, but for others dealing with murder has resulted in alcohol and 
drug abuse, mental health problems, relationship breakdowns, fear and 
hypervigilance in ordinary situations. 

 

When: Wednesday, 23 May at 7pm 

Where: Swan Hill Library 

Cost:  Free 

 

Book signing will be available after the talk, with books on sale for $25. 

Light refreshments provided. 

 

Library and Information Week - 21 to 26 May 
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High Road to Reading - Roland Perry  

Author talk 
 

Australia's best selling nonfiction author Roland Perry is visiting the Swan 
Hill Library as part of the State Library of Victoria's High Road to Reading 
program.   

Roland is one of Australia's most prolific and well known authors. He has 
written 30 books in a wide range of genres including biography, politics, 
espionage, history, sport and fiction   

Many of his books have become bestsellers, including Horrie the War Dog, 
Bill the Bastard, Bradman's Invincibles, The Changi Brownlow, The 
Australian Light Horse, and Monash: The Outsider Who Won a War. 

Roland Perry’s ‘Bill the Bastard’ is an epic yarn based on the true story of a 
great Australian war horse who rode with bravery and valour at   Gallipoli, 
the desert campaigns of Egypt, and Palestine while ‘Monash: The Outsider 
Who Won a War’ draws on the subject's comprehensive letter and diary 
archive - one of the largest in Australia's history. The   result is a riveting 
portrait that reaches to the heart of the true Monash character. 

Roland has been honoured with an OAM for services to literature and is  
Australia’s best-selling nonfiction author. He is also Monash              
University’s writer-in-residence, lecturing on all aspects of writing and     
Australian history. His recent title Celeste is about a French courtesan who 
was way ahead of her time. 

Roland is a wonderful and engaging speaker.  

 

When: Monday 7 May, 2.30pm 

Where: Swan Hill Library 

Cost:  Free 

 

Light refreshments provided.  

Bookings can be made by calling the Swan Hill Library on 5036 2480. 

http://www.rolandperry.com.au/contact


 



Creative Strategy Community Consultations - we 

need your help! 

Swan Hill Rural City is full of creative people, and chances are you are one 
of them. 

You might create craft at home or with a group, visit the Library or go to live 
shows and exhibitions. Maybe you’re part of a book club, take photographs, 
paint, sing or create digital art on your home computer. 

No matter what your creative connection, we want to hear from you. 

Swan Hill Rural City Council is developing a Creative Strategy for our 
municipality. It will guide arts and cultural engagement for the next four 
years, generate opportunities for arts and culture activities in the Swan Hill 
region, and set the path towards enhancing the region’s reputation for 
creativity. 

Workshops will be held from 6-9 May right across the municipality, and 
there is an online survey available for those who can’t attend the 
workshops. 

Sessions will be held at:  

 Swan Hill Library – on Sunday, 6 May 2pm-6pm 

 Nyah Memorial Hall – Monday, 7 May 2pm-3pm 

 Robinvale Community Centre – Monday, 7 May 6pm-9pm 

 Manangatang Hotel – Tuesday, 8 May 11am-2pm 

 Swan Hill Town Hall - Tuesday, 8 May 7pm-9pm 

 Lake Boga Catalina Museum - Wednesday, 9 May 12pm-4pm 

 

Please register your attendance at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/yoursay. 

You can also have your say by responding to an online survey, also at 
www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/yoursay.  

http://www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/yoursay
http://www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/yoursay


 

Branch operating hours: 

Branch library news 

BARHAM BRANCH 

LIBRARY EVENTS 
 

Bringalong-a-Book 

Coffee and Chat 

Tuesdays at 11am 

Bring along a coffee 
and the book you’re 
currently reading 
(instant coffee is also 

available).   

Chat about what’s a 
good read or just 
listen in and enjoy the 

comfort of the Library. 

 

Move and Groove 

Thursdays at 

10.30am 

Songs, dance, 
storytime and craft 
for toddlers and 

preschoolers! 

MOULAMEIN 
BRANCH 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

Storytime 

Fridays 3.30pm 

Storytime and craft in a 
fun, learning 

environment. 
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Barham Library: Tuesday and Friday 12pm - 5pm, Thursday, 10am - 3pm,               

Saturday, 10am - 12pm.  Phone (03) 5453 2642 

Moulamein Library: Tuesday and Friday 2pm - 6.30pm, Saturday, 10am -

12pm.  Phone (03) 5887 5024 

Barham library, represented by Library Assistant Tracey and library     
volunteer Doreen, recently had a stall in the Auditorium of Barham and 
District Services Memorial Club during the Seniors Luncheon hosted 
by Murray River Council’s Community Services Department.  

Doreen and Tracey promoted the various services provided by the 
library including the Tech Savvy Seniors Program that’s currently 
running in the library on Thursday afternoons and the Home Library 
Service. 

The Library also displayed a range of large print and audio books 
which created a lot of interest in borrowing.  The stall led to a person 
signing up for the Home Library service.  

Doreen also spoke to people about the benefits of being a volunteer. 

 

Below Barham Library volunteer Doreen and Library Assistant Tracey 



Swan Hill Regional Library 
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

Find us on Facebook 
53 Campbell Street, Swan Hill. Victoria 3585 

Phone (03) 5036 2333   Fax (03) 5036 2483 

shlib@swanhill.vic.gov.au 

School holiday fun! 


