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About the research: 

This research explored the social impact 
of the Murray Darling Basin Plan on irriga-

tion communities in Northern Victoria.  

The social impacts of a policy are the effects, 
positive and negative, that are experienced 
or felt by people; individuals, households and 
communities.  

The Project applied a qualitative research 
methodology to explore the ‘real-life’ stories 
and experiences behind the economic data 
and projections from previous reports.  

The Murray River Group of Councils 
engaged social researchers to inter-
view people living and working in 
northern Victoria to hear their stories 
about the impact of the Murray 
Darling Basin Plan, on their lives, and 
on their communities. 

The Findings:  

Well-Being Impacts: Participants felt the Basin Plan had increased uncertainty (around water pricing 
and availability) and increased pressure on farmers. They expressed concern about the ongoing 
negative effects (stress, anxiety, depression, relationship breakdown) on their own well-being, and on 
others’ well-being in their communities.  

Environmental impacts: There is support across communities for the environmental objectives of the 
Basin Plan. However, many noted they lacked knowledge and evidence of environmental benefits 
and would like more data on this aspect of the Basin Plan. Participants had observed some negative 
impacts on wildlife from loss of irrigation, but noted extensive benefits for riparian and wetland areas, & 
recreational fishing  

Economic impacts: Participants noted that there were ‘winners and losers’ from the Basin Plan both 
geographically and across industries. Winners included horticulture industry expansion and associated 
employment growth; investment in on-farm efficiency and innovation improving productivity, and 
enhanced opportunity in tourism. Losers included the dairy sector and those who had sold 
entitlements to the Commonwealth and were now highly exposed to the temporary water market.  

Community & family impacts: Participants discussed Basin Plan impacts relating to additional stress on 
family and community relationships, including the fragmentation of social networks. These changes 
are seen as having flow-on effects to a community’s identity and have been felt by participants.  

Trust & process impacts: Participants experienced issues around trust in institutions, citing inadequate 
Basin Plan engagement actions and consultation, lack of trust in government and water authorities 
and perceived lack of fairness and transparency in water trading and irrigation upgrade investment.  

For more stories & to read the report: mrgc.com.au 



Assessing the Social Impacts of the Murray 
Darling Basin Plan on the Communities of 

Northern Victoria          June 2018 

Sharing the human stories behind the impact of the Basin Plan  

Many of the people I know ...they haven't raised it with their local members. I think they don't 
believe that they would be heard if they did say anything because they don't have a lot of trust 
in government representation on a local level” [CEO, Family Support Agency] 

“People thought they had irrigation and they had control, but then 
they've got uncertainty, and I think that's created all the stress and the 

anxiety that we're seeing” [Rural Financial Counsellor ]  

“People have endurance but when their livelihood is affected by policy 
reform, it impacts on their mental health, their physical health, and it also has 
an impact on the family relationship”[CEO, Family Support Agency] 

“I love the fact that we're taking some action to put in place 
more sustainable measures to improve the river 

environment” [Tourism Operator] 

“You’ve got to look back to why the dams and the infrastructure were 
created in the first place and that was food security for a region and food 
security for a nation” [Feed Processor & Irrigator]  

“Basically, it's taken, a third of the community out as they’ve sold their farms and 
moved on to other areas...which means that when you are looking for community 
members to help , whether it's football clubs, whether its community clubs, the 
people just aren't there anymore” [Dairy Farmer] 

For more stories & to read the report: mrgc.com.au 

“ I worry one day they are going to have to walk away and that will be heart-
breaking. It's not our generation it’s the next generation. I can't see the way the 
water situation is going, it'll be viable anymore [Horticultural irrigator/exporter] 


