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Did you know? 

TAC are aiming to reduce 
the road toll to zero. You can 
be part of the solution - drive 
safely TOWARDS ZERO. 

Newsletter -  Spring 2018 

Four local Afghani women with a 
passion for giving back to their 
community are the latest volunteers 
to join the L2P Learner Driver 
Program.  

Abida Elahi, Hakima Alizada, Tahera 
Jafari and Toorpekay Sherzad 
undertook their mentor training last 
month and are looking forward to 
helping local learner drivers, in 
particular local Afghani youth, in 
gaining their probationary licences.  

L2P Program Officer Ross Palmer 
said he had been working on trying to 
secure additional funding for the 
program and approached Mallee 
Family Care for support. 

“Support from local businesses is 
really what keeps our program 
going,” Mr Palmer said. 

“I had previously contacted Mallee 
Family Care (MFC) to see if they 
would be willing to sponsor the 
program, and instead of coming out 
with a monetary donation, we 
received so much more. 

“MFC’s Abida Elahi had a couple of 
young people she wanted to sign up 
to the program but we were at 
capacity at the time with no mentors 
available.  

“She had been working closely with 
Hakima, Tahera and Toorpekay and 
knew that these women had been 
looking for ways to get more involved 
in our community and to give back, 
so had a light bulb moment and 
thought the L2P Program would be 
perfect for them. 

“So she signed them and herself up 
and now we have four new mentors 
for the program which is absolutely 
fantastic.” 

Abida said when she heard that Ross 
needed funding for the program she 
immediately thought of getting 
Hakima, Tahera and Toorpekay 
involved. 

 

Story continues over next page.  

 

Giving back through L2P 



If you are interested 
in supporting our 
learner drivers, 
contact Program 
Officer Ross Palmer 

on 0427 182 241. 

Giving back through L2P continued... 

“I’ve been watching them slowly get more involved in our community and helping 
other local women and thought why not get them involved in the L2P Program. 

“They are such beautiful women, who love helping others and I knew that 
volunteering as mentor drivers will not only allow them to give back but will give 
them more life experiences and a sense of pride.” 

The L2P Program is made possible thanks to dedicated volunteer mentors, 
the program’s major sponsor Swan Hill and Kerang Toyota, and local 
businesses WDEA Employment, Murray Downs Golf and Country Club and 

Murray Mallee LLEN.  

For more information on the L2P Learner Driver Program, or if you’re 
interested in becoming a mentor, visit Council’s website at 

www.swanhill.vic.gov.au or contact Ross Palmer on 0427 182 241. 

 

Q&A with Shanarah Jager and Robbie Gray 
 

Shanarah Jager 
 

Why did you join the L2P program? 
I joined the L2P program due to having issues with an available car to practice my 
driving skills and get my 120 hours up. Once Robbie told me about the L2P 
Program at school, I signed up straight away as I definitely wanted to get my hours 
up and have more experience and knowledge of road rules etc.  

How did the program help you? 
The L2P Program has helped me in so many ways. And not only me, my family as 
well - especially my Dad.  

What does obtaining a Probationary licence mean to you? 
Obtaining a probationary licence means a lot to me. I feel much more grown up 
and independent. I can do a lot more for myself now and it also gives me so much 
freedom. And even though I’m now a taxi service for all my friends… I LOVE IT!!  

What was the best part of being involved in the L2P program? 
Apart from having the opportunity to get my hours up so I could obtain my 
probationary licence, hanging out with Robbie was also great. We would talk about 
my issues with either school or life in general, all while driving to different towns 
around the area. It was like always going on a mini road trip. So yeah, I really 
loved our little adventures, talks and gaining knowledge with driving skills and 
general life itself!!  

How many hours did you complete as part of the L2P program?    
I did 25 hours in total. 
 

Also, I know it’s not part of the Q&A, but I would really like to thank Ross Palmer, 
Kelvin Newman and Robbie for your awesome support.  Thanks guys, very much 
appreciated!!  

Shanarah is pictured with Mentor Robbie Gray after successfully gaining her probationary licence.  

http://www.swanhill.vic.gov.au


Free Licence Scheme 
Rewarding our responsible young drivers with a free three year 

licence 

The Free Licence Scheme rewards young drivers who maintain a good driving 
record while on their Ps. 

Young Victorian drivers (under 25 years old) with no traffic-related offences 
could be eligible for a free three year driver licence. 

 

Am I eligible? 

You’re eligible for a free three year licence if: 

 You got your P1 licence before you turned 21. 

 You'll be under 25 when your probationary licence expires. 

 You’ve had a Victorian probationary licence for four years (with a P1 for 12 

months and P2 for three years). 

 You don't have any demerit points.  

 You haven’t committed any traffic-related offences. 

 

How can I get my free licence? 

If you’re eligible for a free licence, you will receive your free three year licence 
renewal notice in the mail. 

Robbie Gray 
 

Why did you join the L2P program as a volunteer mentor? 
I became a volunteer mentor to support youth to gain their hours as I have seen 
firsthand through my role at the College how difficult it can be for some students 
and families - either they have no access to a vehicle or they struggle financially.  

What do you see as the most beneficial part of the L2P Program? 
The most enjoyable part being a mentor is getting to know the students through 
good, interesting conversations and supporting them with advice when they have 
issues arise.   

What would you say to anyone thinking of becoming a mentor? 
Experiencing first hand the skills and knowledge students develop with their 
driving and road rules is really rewarding. I would recommend it to anyone. 

When did you join the L2P program?  
I joined the L2P program in April 2010. 

How many Learner drivers have you mentored in this time?  
I have mentored nine learner drivers so far.  

How many hours of driving have you completed with your learner drivers?  
I have completed around 175 hours with learner drivers. 

How many Learner Drivers have gone on to obtaining their probationary 
licence as part of the program or outside of the program?  
Eight learner drivers I have mentored have gone on to obtain their probationary 
licence. It’s been such a meaningful and important program experience for me, 
knowing these youths are achieving their goals!!  

On behalf of the L2P 
Program, I would 
like to wish you a 

very merry 
Christmas and a 

fantastic New Year. 
 

Please stay safe on 
the roads and enjoy 
this time with family 

and friends. 
 

See you in 2019. 
 

- Ross 



Victoria’s L2P Program is funded by:  

Are you interested in becoming a Swan Hill L2P 
sponsor? 
 

Your business will be recognised as a sponsor with advertising on the L2P car and in this L2P Driver newsletter. 
Contact Ross Palmer on 0427 182 241 for details.  

The program also could not continue to operate 
without the help from the following local sponsors:  

P Plate successes 
Congratulations to the following learner drivers (and their mentors) who have experienced the fantastic 
achievement of obtaining a probationary licence in the last three months: 
 

Learner driver  Mentor    Achieved 

Norullah Alizada  Hayden Collins   Sept 18 

Shanarah Jager   Robbie Gray    Oct 18 

Enayatullah Watanyar  Ross Palmer    Oct 18 
 

Also - good luck to following drivers who will going for their probationary licence in January 2019: 
 

Learner driver  Mentor 

Luke Egan   Geoff Baulch     

Kaylynn Tran    Tony Waldron     

Joseph Marra   Ross Palmer   

Claire Barr   Robert McFarlane 


