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Green light for four years! 

The future of the L2P Leaner Driver Program is secure thanks to a State 
Government funding announcement this month.  

The funding will ensure the Swan Hill program continues for another four 
years, and through VicRoads, Swan Hill Rural City Council hopes to secure 
extra funding to make the Robinvale L2P Program permanent.  

“Since our program started back in 2009, we’ve helped 255 learner drivers 
through the L2P Program. That’s 255 young people who now have options – 
options to get around without relying on others or public transport, more 
options when looking for employment and more freedom and 
independence,” L2P Program Officer Ross Palmer said. 

“I would like to thank our team of L2P volunteer mentors who selflessly 
dedicate their time to the program – L2P could not continue without you.  

“And I’d also like to thank Sebastian Parseghian and the team from Swan 
Hill and Kerang Toyota, who came on board as our major sponsor last year 
and generously donated the use of a Toyota Yaris for our learner drivers to 
use. 

Other local program sponsors include WDEA Employment, Murray Downs 
Golf and Country Club and Murray Mallee LLEN. 

“We’ve supported the Kerang program for the past three or four years and so 
we have been really pleased to get on board in Swan Hill, especially as it 
helps to have more safe drivers on the road,” Mr Parseghian said. 



P Plate successes 
Congratulations to the following learner drivers (and their mentors) who have 
experienced the fantastic achievement of obtaining a probationary licence in the 
past three months: 
 

Learner driver  Mentor/s   Achieved 

Joseph Marra                          Ross Palmer   January 2019 

Rachael Jones                        Ian Johansen   January 2019 

Taylor McClennan  Maryanne Darroch  January 2019 

Claire Barr   Rob McFarlane  February 2019 

Jarred Boutkan  Steve Matthews  February  2019 

Korinna Nock                          John Brookshaw  March 2019 

Libby Fulton   Linda Sloss                      March 2019 

Some of the drivers and mentors gave us their views on the program and what it 
has meant for them... 

 

Libby Fulton, and mentor Linda Sloss 

Chat with learner driver Libby  

Why did you join the L2P program? I 
joined the L2P Program because at that 
time I had no-one that was able to take me 
driving to gain hours and the experience I 
needed to be ready to even consider getting 
my probationary licence. The L2P Program 
was introduced to me through my school 
and I was very excited to find out that I had 
an option to go driving.  
 
What does obtaining a probationary 
licence mean to you? Obtaining my 
probationary licence gives me more 
freedom to do things, allows me to not rely 
on people or public transport to take me 
places like work, gives me more 
independence and it also helps me be more 

employable. Some jobs require you to be able to drive a vehicle. 
 
What was the best part of being in the L2P Program? The best part of being 
part of this program was that when I expressed that I wanted to go for a manual 
car licence they helped me to achieve this goal and it was a goal that I reached 
by getting my probationary licence in a manual car on the first try.  
 
How many hours did you complete as a part of the L2P? I completed a lot of 
hours through the L2P Program. I honestly can’t say the precise amount that I 
got but it made up a fair percentage of my 120 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

L2P Program’s Ross 

Palmer with Libby Fulton 

and Swan Hill and 

Kerang Toyota’s 

Sebastian Parseghian 



 

Joseph Marra, and mentor Ross Palmer 
 

Chat with learner driver Joseph Marra  
Why did you join the L2P program? I joined because I 
wasn’t getting enough hours with my parents and I wanted 
to learn how to drive properly! 

What does obtaining a Probationary licence mean to 

you? I wanted to learn properly and without failing my test. 

What was the best part of being involved in the L2P 
program? The best part was learning new skills and to 
help me drive better. 

How many hours did you complete as part of the L2P 
program? I started at 23 hours when I joined and did 103 
with the program. 

Chat with mentor Ross Palmer  
Why did you join the L2P program as a volunteer 
mentor? As part of my role as L2P Co-ordinator I drive with a lot of different 
learners, which I enjoy immensely. 

What's the most enjoyable part of your role as a mentor? Seeing your learner 
grow in confidence and achieving their goals. 

What would you say to anyone thinking of becoming a mentor? Do it! It’s an 
extremely satisfying role, which offers great flexibility and an opportunity to support 
young people in the community. 

Can you describe any changes you’ve witnessed in your learner driver? 
Joseph has become much more confident in himself as well as his driving. He has 
developed the ability to identify his mistakes and correct them as well! 

 

Taylor McClennan/Maryanne Darroch 

Chat with learner driver Taylor McClennan  
Why did you join the L2P program? I joined the program to help get my licence as 
my parents were unable to help me do the hours I needed to get my licence. 

What does obtaining a probationary licence mean to you? Getting my licence 
means that I have more independence and can drive myself to and from work or any 
other places I need to go. 

What was the best part of being in the L2P program? The best part of being in 
the L2P Program is having the support you need to get your licence and you are 
surrounded by mentors that know what you need to learn. 

How many hours did you complete as part of the L2P program? As part of the 
L2P program I did around 80 hours, which helped me a lot getting my licence. 

Chat with mentor Maryanne Darroch  
Why did you join the L2P program as a volunteer mentor? I joined the program 
because I was looking for volunteering that didn’t include meetings and that was 
flexible time-wise. 

What's the most enjoyable part of your role as a mentor?  
Helping the learners get their licences and I enjoy driving so it’s a plus for both. 

What would you say to anyone thinking of becoming a mentor? To anyone 
thinking of finding some volunteer work that fits in with their busy schedules, it’s a 
great alternative. 

Can you describe any changes you’ve witnessed in your learner driver? When 
I started driving with Taylor, she was cornering a little fast and we managed to slow 
that down. Her parking became better with practice as well. 

Joseph Marra with his 

mentor Ross Palmer and 

Swan Hill and Kerang 

Toyota’s Sebastian 

Parseghian 



 

Korinna Nock, with mentor John Brookshaw  

Chat with learner driver Korinna Nock 

Why did you join the L2P program? I 
joined the L2P program because my 
single, full time working mum had three 
children on their learners and she needed 
some help to fill in all 360 hours of driving.   

What does obtaining a probationary 
license mean to you? I couldn’t wait to 
get my Ps once I started driving because it 
meant that I could have more freedom to 
do things on my own. Once I got my Ps I 
realised how much having your license 
helps too. For example, driving myself to 
school early in the morning so that I can 
get some extra study done or stay at 
school late and not having to catch the 
bus home. I can also drive myself or 
siblings to and from work, giving my mum 
less obligation to drive us all back and 
forth.  

What was the best part about being in the L2P program? Obviously getting 
my Ps, but also learning how to drive responsibly and eventually being able to 
relax when driving with a few tips from my mentor.  

How many hours did you complete in the L2P program? I completed around 
40 hours with my mentor which was extremely helpful for my family and especially 
my mum. 

A chat with mentor John Brookshaw  
Why did you join as a volunteer mentor? I started doing the L2P program as 
part of the curriculum of the FLO program and we progressed from there. All of 
our eligible students were encouraged to participate and staff were also willingly 
involved. That’s where it started and I haven’t been bored or found it a chore so I 
have continued. 

What is the most enjoyable role as mentor? Watching your learning driver 
improve and become a competent driver who gains their Ps is probably the most 
enjoyable part of the program. 

What would you say to anyone thinking of becoming a member? The role is 
a commitment for 18 to 24 months, and about an hour per week. However 
scheduling is entirely flexible. I have never found the role boring, nor have I found 
the role tedious. All of my learners have been grateful for the support you. At the 
end of the program you have developed a personal relationship with your student 
and it is great to see them succeed by passing their Ps. Since becoming a menor 
in the program my own driving has improved. 

Can you describe any changes you’ve witnessed in your learner driver? The 
changes in each of the learner drivers is entirely predictable - they go through 
stages as they gain more confidence and their hours driving accumulate. 

Stage 1 – The novice driver (0–35 hours) where everything is new and there is 
real fear of doing something wrong. Decisions are hesitant and slow. 

Stage 2 – The progressing driver (35-70 hours) where situations are being 
understood and decision making is more decisive. 

Stage 3 – The confident driver (70–90 hours) where confidence exceeds ability. 

Stage 4 – The defensive driver (90+ hours) where confidence is balanced by 
precautionary behaviours on the road. 

 

 

Mentor John Brookshaw 

with Korinna Nock. 



Victoria’s L2P Program is funded by:  

Are you interested in becoming a  
Swan Hill L2P sponsor? 
 

Your business will be recognised as a sponsor with advertising on the L2P car and in this L2P Driver newsletter. 
Contact Ross Palmer on 0427 182 241 for details.  

The program could not continue without  
help from local sponsors:  

Swan Hill  
and Kerang 


