
SWAN HILL

FOR THE LATEST COUNCIL UPDATES VISIT WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
WINTER 2019

RURAL CITY NEWS

IT’S ACTION STATIONS

>> GET SOLAR ON YOUR ROOF >> ADVOCATING FOR REC RESERVES
>> NEW TO LOCAL LAWS IN ROBINVALE >> ART GALLERY GALA AND AUCTION

INSIDE

LONG-AWAITED PROJECTS GET THEIR START

Swan Hill boating and fi shing enthusiasts can look forward to using a new, two-lane concrete boat ramp this spring. Contractors have been on site since mid-June removing the existing Milloo Street boat ramp, re-building the ramp and building long vehicle parking. FULL STORY – Page 6

A NEW lakeside playground has been built 

near the Lake Boga Catalina Museum, and 

Council staff are fi nishing landscaping before 

it opens. The playground will include all 

ability elements, a multi-play climbing combo 

and a fl ying fox. FULL STORY – Page 6

Construction of Swan Hill’s new skate park is well underway. The skate park, which local skaters helped to design in 2017, is being built at Swan Hill’s Riverside Park. Features will include a 1.5m bowl, quarterpipe with platform, and an on-the-street section including A-frame with hubba and rail, and a fun box. FULL STORY – Page 6

Landscaping as part of the $1.3 million Bromley Road beautifi cation will really set this area apart. Landscaping plans have just been fi nalised and include fl owering and native trees, gardens and lawns, seating, bike racks, lighting (including beautiful up-lights on feature trees) and directional signs. Tenders have been awarded for the road, drainage and footpath work, while tenders for landscaping work will go out soon. The project is thanks to the Federal Government’s Regional Growth Fund, Council and the TAC.
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR ANN YOUNG
THIS newsletter is brimming with news 
about capital projects forging ahead, 
and Council’s continued advocacy for 
improvements around the municipality. 

We are in the throes of planning for the 
new building on Monash Drive - which 
for now we’re calling Our Place. Coun-
cil and other community stakeholders 
have been meeting with architects to 
fi nalise concepts, and we hope to be 
able to show these to you all soon.

Our Place is funded jointly by Council 
and the Federal Government. It is part 
of the Our Region, Our Rivers grant ap-
plication, which attracted $16.8 million 

in Federal funding to our region.
I am really proud of the work our 

Councillors and staff did to lead a group 
of seven councils in Victoria and New 
South Wales to attract this money. We 
will start to see projects roll out along 
riverfront towns right around our area 
soon, thanks to this effort. 

Council continues to advocate for our 
Swan Hill hospital and a new bridge. 

The Swan Hill Needs a New Hospi-
tal committee is eagerly awaiting the 
hospital redevelopment masterplan — 
expected in July — and hope we can 
attract state funding to complement 

the promised funding from the Federal 
Government.

On a municipality-wide level, we 
are turning our advocacy focus to our 
sporting facilities. Masterplans are 
in place for the development of our 
recreation reserves. We’re also com-
piling reports and development plans 
for aquatic facilities and indoor sports 
centres.

Sporting facilities are so important to 
a regional area like ours, offering the 
chance to participate for so all age 
brackets and diverse areas of com-
munities. As a Council we see it as a 

priority. 
Over the next few months, we’ll be 

lobbying for Government support to 
fund two major sporting upgrades in 
Swan Hill and Robinvale. Council staff 
will continue working with rec reserve 
user groups from across the municipal-
ity to attract funding for their projects 
too.

Finally I would like to welcome Crs 
Jade Benham and Nicole McKay to 
Council. It has been great to have new 
ideas and wider view points as we 
discuss and debate issues around the 
Council table.

CR ANN YOUNG
Mayor
0409 503 711
ann.young@swanhill.vic.gov.au

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without fl aw or is wholly 
appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any loss or other consequences which 
may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

Both offi ces are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm.

Swan Hill Business Centre
45 Splatt Street
Swan Hill VIC 3585
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

Robinvale Resource Centre
68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

UPCOMING
COUNCIL MEETINGS

16 JULY, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 4PM

20 AUGUST, ROBINVALE COMMUNITY CENTRE 4PM

17 SEPTEMBER, SWAN HILL REGION INFORMATION CENTRE, 4PM
All members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings.

Agendas are available at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au in the days leading up to the meeting.

*Special Council meetings will also be held from time to time.
Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au for details or check local media.

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
COUNCIL@SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
PO BOX 488, SWAN HILL VIC 3585

CONTACT
COUNCIL

Lakes Ward

CR LES McPHEE
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR LEA JOHNSON
0487 770 456
lea.johnson@swanhill.vic.gov.au

Murray Mallee Ward

CR NICOLE McKAY
0436 299 842
nicole.mckay@swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR BILL MOAR
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR CHRIS JEFFERY
0429 447 802
chris.jeffery@swanhill.vic.gov.au

Robinvale Ward

CR JADE BENHAM
0436 804 012
jade.benham@swanhill.vic.gov.au

AFTER long delays through the planning process it is great to see 
the playground at the Catalina Museum taking shape.

The apparatus being installed includes a fl ying fox and all abilities 
swing, it is certainly a great improvement on what was there 
previously.   

I’m sure every child will enjoy playing on the equipment and have 
hours of fun next to our beautiful lake.

Lake Boga Inc were fortunate to obtain $165,000 in the State 
Government’s Pick My Project funding process. This project is to 
continue the walking path further south past the Yacht Club.

Finally we have two new Councillors - Jade Benham and Nicole 
McKay. I look forward to working with them in the future. 

These two new Councillors have replaced Gary Norton and John 
Katis who both resigned earlier this year.

I would like to thank Gary and John for their service to Council 
over many years and wish them and their families well for the 
future.

COFFEE with a Councillor has taken off, with sessions Swan Hill, 
Robinvale and Lake Boga already.
Please make the most of these informal catch-ups, chat to 
Councillors, talk about issues and provide feedback. Sessions will 
be held monthly around our municipality.

The fi rst half of 2019 has been optimistic and eventful. 
We have welcomed new Councillors Jade Benham and Nicole 

McKay. 
I was thrilled with the success of the Our Region Our Rivers 

funding application.
A highlight will be the new building in Swan Hill – a Gallery, 

interpretive centre and information centre. I can’t wait to see it 
come to life.

It has also been great to see upgraded facilities at the Swan Hill 
saleyards delivering effi ciency and safety improvements during 
cattle sales, and setting us up as a leading Victorian saleyard. 

In the second half of 2019, I look forward to ascertaining an 
accurate Robinvale population to help us resource the community 
well, fi rstly, and most importantly, around housing availability. 

THE two months since I was elected have been a hectic and 
exciting time, learning about the processes of Local Government at 
the same time as participating in it. 

I am grateful to Council offi cers, CEO John McLinden, 
and particularly other Councillors for their assistance and 
encouragement. I have observed great commitment from all 
Councillors to debating issues honestly and fairly with the goal of 
achieving the best results for the region. 

It has been a pleasure to attend the active community groups 
that form an important voice to Council, like the Manangatang 
Improvement Group, the Nyah District Action Group, and with 
Piangil and Boundary Bend to come. I encourage interested people 
from these areas to consider getting involved. They are a great way 
to lobby for services and developments. 

Finally, I wanted to touch on Stan Grant’s visit for Reconciliation 
Week. The dinner at the Swan Hill Jockey Club became a forum of 
ideas. This was the triumph of the night. Elders led the discussion 
and so many of the major concerns and challenges were 
confronted and explored. I felt honoured to be there and hear the 
First Nations leaders of this region. 

A VERY warm welcome to our two new Councillors Jade Benham and 
Nicole McKay.

Their fi rst few months have been very eventful, with the lead up to 
the federal election. This resulted in funding for the new art gallery/
information centre/interpretive centre; $30 million for the new Swan 
Hill hospital; and $60 million towards a new Swan Hill bridge.

We have had long-awaited starts to projects like the new Swan 
Hill skate park and boat ramp, and the playground at the Lake Boga 
Catalina Museum.

There have also been some fi rsts – like the fi rst Coffee (or snag) With 
A Councillor. I attended the barbecue in Perrin Street, Robinvale, and 
had a productive couple of hours gaining community feedback on a 
number of local issues.

I was impressed to see Perrin Street resealed using recycled rubber 
from old car tyres mixed with asphalt.

We had the successful recommencement of cattle sales after the 
livestock exchange redevelopment too.

And of course, it has been a busy time for all at Council preparing 
the 2019/20 budget.

A RECENT focus for me has been to seek commitments for roads and 
intersection improvements across the municipality.

Following a motion I moved at our May Council Meeting, Council 
will ask Regional Roads Victoria to assess and act on the notorious 
Murlong and McCallum streets intersection; the intersection of the 
Murray Valley Highway with Werrill Street and Pental Island Road; and 
what is known as the McDonald’s intersection.

Outside Swan Hill, Council will seek improvements to the highway 
from Boundary Bend to Robinvale; the Robinvale-Sea Lake Road; 
the Hattah-Robinvale Road; the Hayesdale-Kooloonong Road; and 
the Waitchie Road and Swan Hill-Sea Lake Road intersection, among 
others.

These roads and intersections are of concern to myself and to the 
many residents who have discussed them with me.

I will continue advocating for change to these roads, to ensure 
residents and visitors are as safe as possible on our local roads.

MY fi rst few months on Council have been tremendous, but not 
without challenges. There were emotional and diffi cult conversations, 
and some more subdued ones, during the Bromley Road land sale 
debate. These conversations were needed and so too was a decision.

We had a visit from Stan Grant, who fi lled everyone with inspiration, 
hope and vision; the Bromley Road beautifi cation will start soon; and 
new Council staff Anthony and Emma already have great rapport with 
the community.

REBA is working on decals for empty shops in Perrin Street.
The Robinvale Golf Club is becoming the Robinvale Golf Resort with 

the addition of 20 accommodation units.
The senior and reserves football teams are second, while the under 

18s are on top of the Sunraysia Football League ladders. Plans are in 
place to construct desperately needed new netball courts and a new 
club room facility. Robinvale Storm is second on the Sunraysia Rugby 
League ladder and our own Steve Bowden plays his 100th game for 
Mildura Heat in the Big V comp.

The community has been pushing for an extension to the highball 
court and gym at the Robinvale Leisure Centre - we will know more 
about the possibility of this once the business case is fi nished.

There’s a lot going on in our town and it’s only going to get better 
from here.
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HAVE you noticed a new face working for 
Council in Robinvale?  Emma Wright (pictured) 
is the region’s new Authorised Offi cer, and she 
has hit the ground running.  

“I took on this position as I was passionate 
about caring for the community, their pets and 
becoming an advocate for the community of 
Robinvale,” she said.

“I hope people remember that I am here to 
help, not hinder.

“Often people see the Council ute and think 
of me as just the town ranger, but I do a lot 
more than that.”

Emma’s role includes animal control, car 

parking and fi re danger inspections, and help-
ing the community understand what Local 
Laws are and why we have them.

She started in the role earlier this year and 
one of her goals is to ensure that people in 
Robinvale are aware of our local laws in the 
fi rst place.  

“I will be working towards educating the com-
munity and I will be here to provide assistance 
however I can,” she said.

Council’s Coordinator of Regulatory Servic-
es Darren Rovere said he was thrilled to have 
Emma join the team.

“Local laws are in place to help councils cre-

ate a safe and healthy community, and they 
include regulations around keeping domestic 
animals, parking, overgrown vegetation, fi re 
prevention, street trading and much more,” he 
said.

“Emma is keen to work with the community in 
all these areas, and we’re pleased with how the 
community has responded to her and her role.”

To get in touch with our Swan Hill Local 
Laws team call 5036 2346, or the Robinvale 
Resource Centre on 5051 8011.

For more information regarding Swan Hill Ru-
ral City Council Local Laws, visit www.swanhill.
vic.gov.au

ROBINVALE LOCAL LAWS,
A STEP IN THE WRIGHT DIRECTION

HOUSEHOLDS and business in the Swan 
Hill Rural City municipality can now access 
cost-effective solar thanks to a partnership 
between Council and the More Australian 
Solar Homes (MASH) initiative.

The Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy program 
aims to make it easier for households and 
businesses to go solar, and save on their en-
ergy bills, with an option they can trust.  

The bulk buy program will be launched with 
three public information session this July:

• Swan Hill Town Hall on 16 and 18 July, 
 6.30pm-8.30pm.  

• Robinvale Resource Centre on 17 July, 
 from 6.30pm-8.30pm  

Swan Hill Rural City Council Mayor Ann 
Young said Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy would 
be a fantastic opportunity for residents to ac-
cess good-priced quality solar panels sys-
tems. 

“We all know that we have plenty of sun-
shine here in the Swan Hill region, and as a 

Council we are working to make the most of it 
by supporting large-scale solar right down to 
solar on our own buildings,” she said. 

“Mallee Sun Bulk Buy is our way of support-
ing local residents to join in this solar push, to 
also make the most of our Mallee sun. We’re 
proud to be a partner in this program.”

The launch of Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy 
coincides with the restart of the Victorian 
Government’s Solar Homes Program, which 
provides rebates of up to $2,225 for solar 
panels systems for eligible households.  Re-
bates for low income households (including a 
zero-interest loan) and renters are also avail-
able.

Comprehensive information about these 
rebates will be provided at the information 
sessions, including the eligibility criteria and 
application process.  

Jo Kaptein from the Mallee Sun Solar Bulk 
Buy organising team said local installers and 
local community groups could be part of the 

program too.
“Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy will work close-

ly with local installers to promote local job 
opportunities.  If you want to get involved in 
Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy as a sub-contrac-
tor, please get in touch by calling 0487 336 
603,” she said.

“The program will also donate up to $20,000 
in solar grants to eligible local organisations. 
More information on this grant program will 
be released in coming months as the bulk 
buy program gets underway.”

Mallee Sun Solar Bulk-Buy is delivered by 
the not-for-profi t organisation Central Victo-
rian Greenhouse Alliance, which supports 
councils across central and north western 
Victoria.

For more information about the Mallee 
Sun Solar Bulk Buy, including registration 
for an information meeting or to request a 
quote, visit malleesunsolar.org.au or call 
1300 466 274.

GET SOLAR FOR YOUR ROOFTOP

Council is right in the thick of planning an iconic 
new building on Monash Drive in Swan Hill. 

Funding has been secured, and we’re working 
with architects and stakeholders on fi nal designs. 

Many community members have asked 
questions of Councillors and staff about the 
plans, and we’ve tried to answer them below. 

We don’t have a fi nal name for the building yet 
– but for now we’ll call it Our Place. 

What is it? 
Our Place will be a modern building on Monash 
Drive, located on the Pioneer Settlement site, near 
the PS Gem. 

Our Place will be a new home for: 
• Swan Hill Regional Art Gallery 
• Swan Hill Region Information Centre 
• Pioneer Settlement entry 

It will also include: 
• A new Indigenous experience 
• Dedicated workshop and meeting spaces 
• A bush tucker garden 
• A Yamagata Japanese-inspired garden 

How long will it take? 
We’re planning to open the new building in early 
2022.

How much will it cost? 
Approximately $9.5 million. This cost will be shared 
between Council and the Federal Government, 
through the Regional Growth Fund.

Why do we need Our Place? 
Council has successfully advocated for funding for 
various projects in recent years – for roads, sport 
facilities, the Swan Hill bridge and hospital. 

We have also been working w ith the gallery 
team for many years to advocate for a new gallery 
building. Incorporating the gallery into a modern, 
shared facility will be a cost saving for Council and 
the community, and provide an iconic, central space 
for creativity, culture and tourism. 

The new building also creates a new Pioneer 
Settlement entry - a goal that Council has had for 
many years. 

And it allows us to custom-design a modern 
information centre that caters to tourists in the digital 
age, like others are doing right around Australia. 

What will happen to the current gallery building? 
We know the current gallery building was a 
community effort. It was opened in 1987, the result 
of a tireless community campaign to raise funds and 
lobby for government support. 

It is a beautiful building and with recent 
improvements, is ideal for commercial or community 
use. 

We don’t know what that use will be yet, but 
Council has no intention to demolish the building. 
We want the use to further activate this developing 
precinct.

What about the information centre? Why move 
that?
Council leases the current information centre 
building. Moving the information centre into this 
new, Council-owned building will save money in the 
long term. It will also allow our information centre 
to transform into a more modern centre, like others 
across Australia. 

Our Place will become a central hub for tourism, 
as the entrance to the Settlement, the home of the 
Gallery and a new indigenous experience, plus there 
will be ample car, caravan and bus parking, making it 
easier to access than the existing building. 

The centre will still sell tickets for all shows, as well 
as tickets for the Settlement and Heartbeat of the 
Murray. 

Why build a modern building at the historic 
Pioneer Settlement? 
Having a modern building as the Settlement’s 
entrance will make the experience of stepping back 
in time very clear and defi ned, and will enhance 
the visitor experience. There are many examples of 
historic tourist attractions moving this way. 

This new building will also provide undercover, 
climate-controlled spaces for visitors during summer 
and winter. 

Wouldn’t we be better spending money on a new 
Swan Hill bridge? 
The Swan Hill bridge and Our Place will both happen 
- it is not a case of one or the other. 

Funding for Our Place is from the Federal 
Government for “major transformational projects 
that support long-term economic growth and create 
jobs”. It is new money that Council worked hard to 
achieve. 

While we were applying for this funding, we 
continued advocacy for a new Swan Hill bridge. The 
Federal Government has committed $60 million and 
Council is working with Murray River Council, RMS 
and VicRoads to fi nalise a location for a new bridge.

OUR PLACE:
TELL US MORE 

WORK on the Lake Boga Pre-
School building is almost complete, 
and it is hoped the pre-school will 
open this term.

The Council-owned building is 
being turned into a one-stop-shop 
for Lake Boga families with in-
creased space for pre-school, as 
well as consulting space for ma-
ternal and child health nurses and 
other children’s services.

The upgrade is delivered thanks 
to a partnership between the State 
Government, Council and Lake 
Boga Primary School. 

Meanwhile, in Robinvale, the 
YMCA is operating the new Rob-
invale Early Learning Centre on the 
Robinvale College site, replacing 
the Council-owned Leonora Street 
pre-school building. 

The new building includes a 
co-located early learning Centre, 

school administration area, meet-
ings rooms, space for maternal and 
child health, and an outdoor cov-
ered play area and storage.

The new building is thanks to a 
partnership between State Gov-
ernment, Robinvale College the 
Preschool Committee, Advancing 
Country Towns and Council.

Looking to the future, Council 
is about to kick-off an Municipal 
Early And Middle Years Plan. If you 
are a family with young children, 
please keep an eye out for details, 
because we will be seeking your 
views. 

We will also be working on a pro-
ject to help community prepare for 
the recently announced State Gov-
ernment initiative to provide funded 
three-year-old pre-school. The ini-
tiative will roll out in our municipal-
ity some time after 2022. 

PRE-SCHOOLS GET UPGRADES

ALMOST DONE: The Lake Boga Pre-School pictured in June.
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NO need to travel to Melbourne 
for top-quality live shows - multi-
award winning musical The Sap-
phires is coming to Swan Hill Town 
Hall this September. 

The Sapphires is one of Aus-
tralia’s best-loved stories, hav-
ing started on the stage in 2004 
and hitting the big screen in the 
2012 fi lm starring Deborah Mail-
man, Chris O’Dowd and Jessica 
Mauboy.

It tells the story of four young 
Aboriginal women from regional 
Australia, who like singing coun-
try music. They suddenly get the 
chance to change their tune and 
their lives. 

Wearing sequins and armed only 

with microphones, they fi nd them-
selves trying to spread joy in the 
hell that is the Vietnam War. 

The Sapphires is a funny, heart-
warming tale inspired by the true 
story of four Yorta Yorta Women, 
who sing classic soul hits against 
the backdrop of personal change 
and massive social upheaval. It is 
an energetic, fun and engaging 
play that affi rms life and the reali-
sation of dreams.

The Sapphires will be on at Swan 
Hill Town Hall on Saturday, 7 Sep-
tember. For more information or to 
book, go to www.swanhilltownhall.
com, call 1800 625 373 or call into 
the Swan Hill Region Information 
Centre.

ROBINVALE community members 
will get their fi rst glimpse of designs 
for the new Robinvale Community 
Hub Library in August.

The new library is a joint project 
of Regional Development Victoria, 
the Victorian Education Department, 
Robinvale College and Council.

To be built at the front of the Robin-
vale College grounds, it will be a per-
manent community library, replacing 
weekly mobile library visits to Robin-
vale. The building will include com-
munity meeting spaces, computers 
for public access, wifi  and internet 
access, spaces for study and quiet 
reading

Council’s Libraries Manager Camille 
Cullinan said everyone involved in 
the design phase had worked hard 
to ensure that the needs of both the 
College students and the wider com-
munity would be met.

“We had 146 community members 
respond to a survey late in 2018, giv-
ing us great insights into how the 
community would like to use the li-
brary, what services they would like 
to access and during what hours,” 
Ms Cullinan said.

“These answers have been used to 
help design the repurposed library 

building, and are helping Council 
and the College decide on details 
like opening hours, staffi ng, event 
programming and available library 
services.”

An information session will be held 
in mid-August in the Robinvale Col-
lege building where the library will be 
located. Illustrations and fl oor plans 
will be available to view.

The plans will also be available to 
view at the Robinvale College admin-
istration building lobby, the Robinvale 
Resource Centre and on the Mobile 
Library from mid-August.

Ms Cullinan encouraged interested 
community members to come to the 
information session to fi nd out more 
about this exciting project. She said 
a date and time for the information 
session would be advertised locally 
soon.

“I will join the building’s architects 
and College representatives at the 
information sessions, and we can’t 
wait to share the designs. Please 
come along on 19 August, say hi, and 
fi nd out more about this really excit-
ing project.”

Construction work on the library 
building is expected to start early in 
2020.

THE SAPPHIRES 
ON THEIR WAY

CATCH-UP: Councillors Les McPhee and Nicole McKay with locals at the Lake Boga Milk Bar in June.

HAVE you been part of Coffee with a Councillor yet?
Community members have taken the chance to chat with 

Councillors at these informal catch-ups in Swan Hill, Rob-
invale and Lake Boga already.

Coffee with a Councillor is about keeping the lines of 
communication open - we want to hear your ideas and 
your concerns, we want you to be involved in decisions 
and consulted about projects, and we want you to tell us 
what’s important to you.

The next Coffee with a Councillor events will be on:
• Sunday, 14 July, 9am until 11am, at the Ultima Café  
• Saturday, 10 August, 11am until 1pm, at the Wemen 

Store
Catch-ups will also be held at local cafes and com-

munity markets in Nyah, Boundary Bend, Beverford, 
Piangil, Woorinen South, Manangatang, Swan Hill and 
Robinvale. 

Keep an eye on local media for details.

FANCY A COFFEE AND A CHAT?

DESIGNING 
ROBINVALE’S
LIBRARY 

BUY art work for your walls, and help fi ll our walls at 
the same time!

That’s the message from Swan Hill Regional Art Gallery 
ahead of its Annual Gallery Gala on 30 August.

A new art gallery will be just one aspect of the iconic 
new building to be built on Monash Drive, Swan Hill. 

Gallery Advisory Committee Chair Felicia Chalmers 
said the new building would have a dedicated exhibition 
space for the Gallery’s permanent collection.

“Through generous contributions to our Acquisition 
Fund, we have recently been able to buy some beauti-
ful works,” she said.

“We want that to continue, so that when the new gal-
lery opens, the permanent collection space can be fi lled 
with artworks that we have all had a hand in buying.”

The gala night on 30 August will include an art auc-
tion, with works from well-known and respected artists 
like David Freedman, Lorraine Connelly-Northey, Terry 
Matassoni, David Frazer, Kerryn Finch, Peter Wegner, 
Paul Oswin and David McTaggart. 

 “This will be such a unique night – an art auction and 
music in the gorgeous surrounds of the gallery. We’re 
looking forward to it and hope plenty of local community 
members will join us,” Ms Chalmers said.

Tickets are $80 and include a three-course meal, 
drinks and entertainment. 

All funds raised from the gala, including a portion of the 
ticket price, will go to the Acquisition Fund. 

 To book or for more information, contact the Gallery 
on 5036 2430.

ART AUCTION AT GALLERY GALA 

COUNCIL has started a campaign to turn Swan Hill and 
Robinvale into high-quality, modern regional sporting hubs. 

Our Game Plan is a 10-year, $33 million masterplan to 
upgrade recreation reserves across the municipality. 

In coming months, Council will lobby for funding for two 
of the major projects within Our Game Plan:

• Swan Hill Regional Sports Precinct,  which includes 
consolidating Alan Garden Memorial and Swan Hill Show-
grounds Reserves into a regional hub for AFL, netball, 
cricket and aquatics.

• Robinvale sport upgrades, which includes upgrades to 
Robinvale Recreation Reserve and potential upgrades to 
Robinvale Leisure Centre.

“We will talk with ministers, their advisors and those in 
opposition about this plan and seek their support to make 
it happen,” Mayor Ann Young said. 

“With these proposed projects in Swan Hill and Robin-
vale, our recreation areas will be given much needed over-
hauls, to refl ect the important roles they play in our two 
major towns. 

“And while we lobby hard for Swan Hill and Robinvale, 
Council offi cers will keep working with user groups from 
other recreation reserves to attract funding through normal 
funding streams  like sporting, recreation and club grants.”

In 2018, Council worked with user groups from all re-
serves to determine their priorities. This fed into the Rec-
reation Reserves Masterplan and Implementation Plan.

OUR GAME PLAN: PLANNING FOR 
OUR REC RESERVES’ FUTURE

COUNCIL has just appointed a consultant to 
complete: 

• an assessment facility report for the Swan 
 Hill Indoor Sports and Recreation Centre.

• conceptual designs for a dedicated fi tness 
 room and expansion of the gymnasium at 
 the Swan Hill Leisure Centre.

• feasibility and concept designs for an 
 additional highball court and gymnasium 
 expansion at Robinvale Leisure Centre. 

We expect the reports to be completed by the 
end of 2019.

INDOOR SPORT
IN FOCUS TOO

Projects are included for Alan Garden Memorial Reserve, 
Swan Hill Showgrounds, Ken Harrison Sporting Complex, 
Gurnett Oval and Chisholm Reserve in Swan Hill; Robinvale 
Riverside Park; and the Lake Boga, Ultima, Manangatang, 
Nyah and Woorinen recreation reserves. 

See the plans at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/about/overview
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SWAN Hill Rural City Council’s 2019/20 budget 
will be delivered with just a 1.02 per cent aver-
age rate rise.

Mayor Ann Young said Council had worked 
hard to deliver a strong capital works program 
with a low rate rise, in response to community 
expectations. 

“We know the challenging drought conditions 
that our community faces, and the uncertainty 
around water, but the community still deserves 
high quality services and facilities,” Cr Young 
said.

“We think that through effi cient operations and 
responsible fi nancial management we can de-
liver this for our community.”

In 2019/20 we will spend $7.1 million on roads  
including both major upgrade projects and on-
going maintenance.

Many large-scale projects have already se-
cured State or Federal funding and are included 
in the budget, like the iconic new gallery and 
interpretive centre in Swan Hill, the Bromley 
Road upgrades in Robinvale, and the adven-
ture playground and skate park at Swan Hill’s 
Riverside Park.

“The budget also allocates $401,000 to imple-
ment projects from community plans across the 
municipality,” Cr Young said.

“We will continue supporting community 
events and programs like Harmony Day, the 
Fairfax Festival and the L2P Learner Driver Pro-
gram in both Swan Hill and Robinvale.

“This budget also focuses on Our Game Plan  
the masterplan that outlines a vision to upgrade 
recreation reserves across the municipality. The 
draft budget includes funding for some projects, 
while Council will seek extra State and Federal 
support to make them happen. These include a 
group fi tness room at Swan Hill Leisure Centre, 
the soccer pavilion at Ken Harrison Reserve, 
and netball court resurfacing and lighting at 
Nyah.”

Also included in the budget is a 20 per cent 
rate discount applied to dryland farming prop-
erties. 

Rubbish and recycling collection charges 
remain the same as 2018/19, while the green-
waste collection charge will decrease by $5.

The budget was adopted on 25 June, following 
a month-long community consultation process.

*Indicates total project cost is reliant or conditional on external funding

HIGHLIGHTS FROM COUNCIL’S 2019/20 BUDGET
COMMUNITY PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Manangatang .........................................$8,000
Piangil ..................................................$5,000
Ultima ...................................................$5,000

BOUNDARY BEND

Active River Towns – walking path ..........$16,000
Community Plan implementation ................$5000

LAKE BOGA

Lake Boga Caravan Park grounds works...$27,000
Lake Boga foreshore work .....................$25,000
Community Plan implementation .............$15,000
Redevelopment Lake Boga
Sporting Complex Pavilion .....................$10,000

NYAH DISTRICT
Nyah Recreation Reserve netball
court resurface and lighting  ...............$515,420*
Nyah Recreation Reserve
redevelopment  ....................................$15,000
Community Plan implementation ...............$8,000

ROBINVALE
Bromley Road beautifi cation
(total project cost) ..........................$1,300,000*
Town levee design, construct
(total project cost) ..........................$1,865,000*
Community Plan implementation ...........$100,000
Robinvale Community Art Centre -
occupant alert system and water
tank rehabilitation  ................................$80,000
Planning for Centenary Park upgrade  ......$75,000

Robinvale Riverside Park – designs for
new netball courts and changerooms ......$60,000
Robinvale Leisure Centre skylight
for high ball court .................................$19,000
Anniversary Drive footpath .....................$10,000

SWAN HILL
Swan Hill art gallery and interpretive centre, 
(approximate total project cost) ........$9,500,000* 
Swan Hill Aerodrome runway and
lighting upgrade, installation of jet fuel ..$504,000
Swan Hill active play space  ................$763,350*
Ken Harrison Sporting Complex
soccer pavilion  .................................$565,505*
Butterworth Street reconstruction ........$560,800*
Group fi tness room at Swan Hill
Leisure Centre  ..................................$450,000*
New Swan Hill skate park ...................$388,650*
Dead Horse Lane reconstruction ..........$336,250*

Riverside Park soundshell
speaker renewal  ..................................$18,000

WEMEN 
Annuello-Wemen Road reconstruction ..$477,000*
Community Plan implementation ...............$5,000

WOORINEN SOUTH
Station Street reconstruction ...............$261,100*
Church Road reconstruction ...................$98,315
Bulga Road reconstruction ....................$86,300*
Community Plan implementation ...............$8,000

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Total road upgrades and
maintenance ................................. $7.1 million*
Footpaths major repairs
and renewal ......................................$278,000

FUNDING SUCCESS: Councillors and staff with Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack at 
the Our Region Our Rivers funding announcement. The funding will help deliver the Bromley Road 
beautifi cation and the new Gallery and interpretive centre in Swan Hill.

BUDGET OFFERS 
1.02% RATE RISE

YOU won’t often see him in the 
Council front line, but Council’s 
Finance Manager Warren Snyder 
has played an integral role in the 
operation of the organisation for 
40 years. 

How long have you been employed 
at Council?

I started in January 1979 with the 
City of Swan Hill as payroll offi cer.  
I was just 18.  I was selected from 
47 applicants and vividly recall my 
interview which included a spelling 
test, a calculation of excess water 
charge as well as pay calculations. 

Please tell us a little bit about a day 
in the life of a Finance Manager? 

A day is dependent on the time of 
year.  The job really has a number of 
major projects that follow on from 
each other.  One has me working 
in the future for 10 months of the 
year (the Budget), another for real 
time (salary packaging and internal 
controls), and the other working in the 
past for three months (the Financial 
Statements).  No wonder I confuse 
people when I’m talking this year, last 
year and next year. 

What do you enjoy the most about 
your position?

I enjoy working with my team.  I 
like utilising my skills of preparing 
documents that are reliable and 
accurate.  I have a keen eye for detail 
which lands me the job of proof 
reading the Annual Report and Budget 
before they are released to the public.

CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS FOR 40 YEARS

TEAM EFFORT: Warren Snyder (back, right) with some of his team – Ashley Free, Emma Middlebrook, Jan Free, Mary 
Moore and Andrea Otto. 

I particularly enjoy helping people 
who want to help themselves.  

I like paying attention to approving 
fortnightly pays, preparing salary 
packages and annually meeting 
with staff to try and maximise their 
superannuation savings. 

I enjoy seeing my staff grow in their 
roles and being a multi-skilled team.

How do you fi nd people of Swan 
Hill?

I grew up in Swan Hill so this is my 
community.  I see all the improvements 
and events that happen around town 
and do take it to heart when Council 
is unfairly criticised.  Swan Hill is and 
has always been a great place to live 
and bring up a family.

Tell us about your most memorable 
day in your role, so far.

To be honest I can’t think of any 
single day, but I did enjoy giving a 
lengthy summary of my employment 
history at the Staff Awards night when 
I received my 35 year service award;  
where I just concentrated on how 
it was when I fi rst started, and how 

we take for granted technological 
change.  

I was blown away back in the 
early 1980s when you could send a 
piece of paper through a facsimile 
machine and it would be received 
at a destination within minutes of 
sending it; how we used to prepare 
spreadsheets on paper and added in 
new columns by cutting and sticking 
in extra paper.  

So much information is available to 
us now and I can’t imagine going back 
to the old ways.

What are some of the exciting 
projects that you have coming up?

Involvement in the control group for 
Our Region Our Rivers projects.  This 
is a $34.6 million program funded 
primarily by the Federal Government 
($16.8 million) and includes six other 
river councils, aimed at driving jobs 
and prosperity for country towns.  

What do you enjoy during your free 
time?

My kids keep me busy - following 
them in sport and helping them to 
establish gardens, build fences and 
sheds and anything else they need a 
hand with. 

As a family we still holiday together, 
and I’m looking forward to our four-
wheel driving adventure to Fraser 
Island in September (bit worried about 
the dingos though).

I am a keen gardener, love fi shing, 
camping, my cars and I support the 
mighty Bombers.
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RESIDENTS are being asked to help 
reduce the amount of e-waste be-
ing sent to landfill by taking it to 
new, dedicated drop off centres 
instead. 

E-waste, which refers to any item with 
a plug, battery or cord that is no longer 
working or wanted, is the fastest-growing 
category of waste worldwide. 

It includes items such as computers, 
mobile phones, microwaves, printers, tel-
evisions, heaters and gaming consoles. 

From 1 July, a Victorian Government 
ban means these items can no longer 
be placed in kerbside bins and instead 
must go to a designated e-waste drop-
off point. 

Council, with funding from Sustainabil-
ity Victoria, has built new e-waste drop-
off points at the Swan Hill and Robinvale 
landfi lls.

Residential e-waste can also be taken 
to the Ultima, Manangatang and Piangil 
transfer stations.

Mayor Ann Young said it was important 
that the Swan Hill region got on board 
with the effort to eliminate e-waste from 
landfi lls.

NEW LAKESIDE PLAYGROUND

CONSTRUCTION of Swan Hill’s new skate park is 
well underway.

The skate park, which local skaters helped to 
design in 2017, is being built at Swan Hill’s Riv-
erside Park. 

Features will include a 1.5m bowl, quarterpipe 
with platform, and an on-the-street section includ-
ing A-frame with hubba and rail, and a fun box.

Council Youth Co-ordinator Kane Sparks said 
young people had been actively advocating for a 
new park for many years.

“The skate park design and development has 

been done in a co-design model with young peo-
ple. Now, young people will be able to showcase 
their talents in a safe place with access to things 
like water and toilets – things they don’t have at the 
current park,” he said.

“This new skate park will be built to a champi-
onship confi guration, so we will be able to hold 
events there, and training sessions for learners.”

Director Development and Planning Heather 
Green said the skate park’s construction marked 
the start of an exciting future for Swan Hill’s riv-
erfront.

“The skate park will eventually be surrounded by 
a new modern, active play space – a project that 
will roll out later this year,” she said.

“Riverside Park will be a different space soon, a 
more exciting and user-friendly space that locals 
will be proud of and that visitors will be impressed 
to use.”

The skate park is expected to open in September.
It is thanks to funding from the Federal Govern-

ment’s  Building Better Regions Fund, the State 
Government’s Regional Development Victoria, 
and Council.

SWAN HILL SKATERS: GET READY

PERRIN Street, Robinvale was re-
surfaced in April using recycled 
tyres mixed with asphalt.

It was a fi rst for Victoria. 
Council and its contractor Centre 

State Asphalting worked with Tyre 
Stewardship Australia - a com-
pany that is testing new mixes of 
crumbed rubber asphalt that can 
improve road durability and offer a 
signifi cant recycling use for the mil-
lions of used tyres Australia gener-
ates each year. 

“Crumbed rubber asphalt has 
been used extensively overseas, in 
climate conditions similar to Aus-
tralia, and has delivered excellent 
road performance results,” Director 
Infrastructure Svetla Petkova said.

“Around 56 million tyres are dis-
carded each year in Australia, a 
majority of which go to landfi ll. This 
technology has the ability to reuse 
these tyres.

“It’s really quite exciting and we’re 
thrilled to be the fi rst in the state, 
and just the second in Australia, to 
deliver better infrastructure while 
addressing a sustainability chal-
lenge.”

Another bonus was the short con-
struction time. Reconstructing Per-
rin Street took just four days, which 
would have been a matter of weeks 
using traditional sealing methods. It 
meant that Council and contractors 
were able to minimise disruption to 
local businesses.

RECYCLED TYRES 
REPAIR PERRIN

SWAN Hill boating and fishing 
enthusiasts can look forward to using 
a new, two-lane concrete boat ramp 
this spring. 

Contractors have been on site since 
mid-June removing the existing Milloo 
Street boat ramp, re-building the ramp 
and building long vehicle parking.

Mayor Ann Young said the community 
would be pleased to see the project 
coming to fruition.

“We have had some delays with this 
upgrade, which have proved frustrating 
for us and for the community,” Cr 
Young said.

“But we are there now and I have no 
doubt that people who enjoy using the 
river in Swan Hill will be pleased to see 
this new two-lane ramp built,” she said.

 The existing boat ramp will be 
closed for the duration of the upgrade, 
expected to be until mid-August. 

New toilets will be built on site, with 
work on those to take place at a later 
date.

During the Swan Hill boat ramp 
closure, anyone wishing to access the 
river by boat can use ramps on Brooks 
Lane, Pental Island; Oswin Road, 
Beverford; or River Street, Nyah.

The $360,000 project is thanks 
to funding from the Department of 
Transport Boating Safety and Facilities 
Program, the Victorian Fisheries 
Authority Better Fishing Facility 
Program, and Council.

BOAT RAMP 
READY FOR 
SPRING

TAKE YOUR E-WASTE TO A BETTER PLACE

“Many of these items contain hazard-
ous materials like lead, mercury and ar-
senic, which can leach into groundwater 
and soil, or release into the air,” she said.

“There are also non-renewable materi-
als like copper, silver and gold used in 
electronic products, and these are often 
lost forever once the item ends up in 
landfi ll. 

“No matter how broken or obsolete an 
item is, the material inside it can be recy-
cled and reused.”

The Swa n Hill and Robinvale e-waste 
drop-off points are open during normal 
landfi ll hours and e-waste drop off is free. 

Learn more ewaste.vic.gov.au

DID YOU KNOW?
More than one million mobile 

phones are discarded in 
Australia every year. Up to 
16 tonnes of copper, 350 
kilograms of silver and 34 
kilograms of gold could be 

re-used from them.

A NEW lakeside playground has 
been built near the Lake Boga 
Catalina Museum.

“Judging by the reaction in our 
community and from our social 
media updates, it’s going to be a 
popular place for local and visit-
ing families,” Mayor Ann Young 
said.

“This playground has been 
a long time in the planning, so 
we’re thrilled that it is now hap-
pening,” she said.

The playground will include 
all ability elements, a multi-play 
climbing combo and a fl ying fox.

Council staff are putting the 
fi nishing touches on the play-
ground area, like lawn and other 
landscaping, before it is opened 
for use.

The $95,000 project is thanks 
to Regional Development Victo-
ria, Council and the Lake Boga 
Lions Club. GETTING CLOSE: The new Lake Boga playground, pictured in June.

SORTING IT OUT: Council’s Ron Gibbs and Mayor Ann Young inspect e-waste at Swan Hill Landfi ll.

LOOKING GOOD: The resurfaced Perrin Street before linemarking took place.
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COUNCIL is looking forward to unveil-
ing a new sculpture created in part-
nership between the Swan Hill Wood 
Worker’s Club, Whitfi eld Excavations 
and Council.

The scultpure has been created from 
the trees removed during the prepara-
tion stages of the McCallum and High 
streets roundabout project.

Dale Whitfi eld from Whitfi eld Excava-
tions said the trees were much-loved 
in the community and so he was keen 
to retain them in some way. 

“We did not want to see these trees 
simply turned to mulch, as we knew 
there could be an option to maintain 
their structure and beauty in a creative 
way,” he said.

Swan Hill Wood Worker’s Club David 
Proctor said his group gladly took on 
the donated trees. 

“We saw this project as an oppor-
tunity to contribute back to the com-
munity. We worked together to create 
a unique way of displaying a form of 
one of the original trees, while provid-
ing an informative piece of artwork to 
the community.”

The pillar artwork displays on each 
side the street names McCallum and 
High, engraved into the trunk and 
highlighted in black and white paint. 

“The remaining timber is being dried 
and will be used for future projects to 

DEAD Horse Lane in Swan Hill 
will be sealed thanks to the State 
Government’s Fixing Country 
Roads program.

Council received $1.25 million 
from the program to complete four 
projects.

• Dead H orse Lane, Swan Hill – 
 fully upgrade the 2.3km road 
 from unsealed to a 6.2m wide 
 sealed road. 

• Kenley Road – widen a 2.8km 
 section to 6.2m

• Lutzies Road extension, Tyrrell 
 - re-sheet 1.1km and realign 
 the intersection with Swan 
 Hill-Sea Lake Road.

• Breen Street, Ultima – realign 
 the intersection with Swan 
 Hill-Sea Lake Road.

Work will be completed during 
the 2019/20 fi nancial year.

FIXING OUR COUNTRY ROADS

ROUNDABOUT
SCULPTURE

USING manure cleared from the 
grounds of the Swan Hill saleyards, 
local environmentalist Russell Calder 
has created his very own worm farm 
dream.

And in the process, he’s created an 
innovative natural fertiliser ‘stimula-
tor’ that’s providing nutrients to trees, 
plants and gardens around the Swan 
Hill  municipality.

Russell’s project started because 
of his passion for sustainable agri-
culture.  

“I was a greenskeeper and my 
health deteriorated as a result of 
chemical exposure. I wanted to cre-
ate an organic and natural product 
using permaculture, fi rstly to improve 
the soil in my veggie garden,” he said.

After years of feeding the soil 
with his homemade compost, organic 
mulches and animal manure, various 
species of compost and earth worms 
started to appear. 

As the worm population increased, 
the plants in his garden became more 
robust and lush in appearance.

“Plus there was an improvement in 
the fl avor of the veggies,” he said.

From here Russell established his 
large scale worm farm.  

“Moisture is applied and as the 
moisture percolates through the worm 
beds, worm droppings are dissolved 
in the liquid and microorganisms are 
also leached out with the fl uid,” he 
said.

“The resulting black liquid contains 
the maximum amount of nutrients for 
plants to thrive, become more resist-
ant to insects and disease attack, and 
are far more tolerant to heat and cold 
stress.”

Council CEO John McLinden said 
Council was trialling the stimula-
tor across trees, gardens and turf in 
community areas to help improve 
plant health.

“We admire locals who are design-
ing innovative projects like these es-
pecially when they are now having a 
positive impact on our local environ-
ment,” he said.

So, if you happen to notice improve-
ment in the appearance of trees, 
plants and gardens around the mu-
nicipality, then you will now know our 
secret ingredient.INITIATIVE: Russell Calder shows off his trusty worms.

WHERE THERE IS A WORM, THERE IS A WAY…

> Thanks to funding from the Fixing Country Roads 
 Program, the fi nal fi ve kilometres of Lake Boga-
 Ultima Road between Quambatook Road and 
 Donald - Swan Hill Road was reconstructed. Over 
 the past 12 years Council has been completing a 
 staged reconstruction of this 32km road. Previously 
 only single lane with no road shoulders, the 
 reconstruction has seen the road widened and 
 sealed from four metres to 6.2 metres.
> The intersection of Woorinen Road and Lake 
 Road was fully reconstructed, along with 300 
 metres of Woorinen Road. Due to fl ooding and 
 frequent use by heavy vehicles, the road surface 
 had been badly damaged. The upgrade was thanks 
 to the Federal Government’s Roads to Recovery 
 Program 
> Through the State Government’s Local Roads to 
 Market funding program two roads in our 
 horticultural region were upgraded. A 3.8km section 
 of Annuello-Wemen Road was fully reconstructed 
 to a 6.2m seal (the remaining 2.2km will be 
 reconstructed later in 2019). Also, 800m of 
 O’Connor Lane, Robinvale was sealed. 
> 1.6km of Pental Island Road has been fully 
 reconstructed. The Pental Island fl oodway fl ooded 
 and signifi cant damage was caused to the road 
 surface in 2016.
> A new indented bus parking bay and 98 metres 
 of footpath were built in Murlong Street, Swan Hill, 
 in front of Swan Hill North Primary School. 
> The intersection of Lake Carpul-Lake Powell 
 Road, Lake Powell, was re-aligned.

> Council’s annual road resealing program took 
 place over two weeks in March. Roads that were 
 re-sealed included:
 • George and Long Lake roads, Lake Boga 
 • Woorinen-Vinifera Road, Vinifera 
 • Elizabeth and Black streets, Nyah West 
 • Frederick, Allan, Mary, Lloyd and Olive streets, 
  Nyah West
 • Bolton-Kooloonong Road, Piambie
 • Rutherford and Beveridge streets, Eyre and 
  Ferguson courts, and Wesbrook Road, Swan Hill 
 • Moondah Road, Myall
 • Walking paths in Yana Street, Swan Hill and at 
  Tower Hill. 
>  Unsealed road re-sheeting included 1.1km on 
 Presley Road, Manangatang; 1.5km on Larundel 
 Road, Manangatan; 4.5km on Piangil-Coonimur 
 Road, Piangil; 2.7km on Thompson Road, 
 Annuello; 2.2km on Taggert Lane, Annuello; 2.6km 
 on Leitpar School Road, Kulwin.
> A long-awaited Wemen town entrance sign was 
 installed.
> New outdoor furniture was installed at the Swan 
 Hill Art Gallery, complemented the new grassed area 
 and deck. 

COMING UP...
> Full reconstruction of Station Street, Lake Boga, 
 from Lalbert Road to Marraboor Street.

WHAT’S BEEN IN THE WORKS

NEW footpaths were installed along Pye Street, 
Swan Hill, between Murlong and Dunstone streets.

OVAL renovations at Swan Hill Showgrounds and 
the Ken Harrison Reserve soccer pitch have taken 
place, sowing rye grass and topdressing with sand.

A NEW playground and shade sails were installed 
at Jaycee Park, Swan Hill. The park now includes 
two play spaces, natural elements, fl ying fox and a 
gaga ball pit, plus shading.

TWO new bike racks were installed at Nyah West. 

be put back into our community,” Da-
vid said.

Whitfield Excavations, Swan Hill 
Wood Worker’s Club and Council plan 
to unveil the pillar in the centre of the 
new roundabout once the project is 
complete. 

Council offi cers are installing a river-
themed garden on the roundabout, 
which will represent the local river sys-
tem and Pental Island. It will include 
fl owering ground covers and dwarf 
native trees.

READY TO GO: The new timber 
sculpture (above) and some of the tim-
ber the woodworker's club has used.
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JULY

20 July
FESTA DELLA MADONNA 
DEL MONTE CARMELO 
Italian meal and dinner dance 
from 6.30pm at the Italian 
Social Club. 

21 July 
FESTA DELLA MADONNA 
DEL MONTE CARMELO
10.30am Holy mass at St 
Mary’s Catholic Church 
followed by a procession with 
the statue of La Madonna. 
12.30pm Pasta lunch, 
barbecue, traditional music 
and dancing. Face painting 
and jumping castle for the 
children, all at the Italian 
Social Club.

26 July 
MOTOV8ING BOYS
Swan Hill Club,  5 McCallum 
Street, Swan Hill at 7pm.  

EMAIL OPTION

Would you like to receive a copy of our  
newsletter delivered straight to your inbox? 

Just send an email with ‘newsletter’  
written in the subject line to  
media@swanhill.vic.gov.au.

>> LOOKING FOR SOMETHING MORE? 
This is just a taste of the events happening across the Swan Hill and Robinvale regions from the start 
of July to October. There are other regular community events listed at visitswanhill.com.au including 
clay target shooting, motorsports, music, fi shing events, bingo, community group meetings and more. 

>> GET A FREE EVENT LISTING
Anyone can have their event uploaded to the visitswanhill.com.au site FREE!
Simply email your event details to tourism@swanhill.vic.gov.au and your event details will be uploaded 
to the website for locals and visitors to see.

Motov8ing Boys will help 
develop the social and 
emotional intelligence of your 
boys and help them become 
self motivated young men.  
For more details visit motov8.
com.au
  
AUGUST

3 August 
WE BELIEVE IN UNICORNS 
BLACK TIE BALL
At Swan Hill Town Hall PACC 
at 7pm. Three-course meal, 
live entertainment.

18 August
M A L L E E  A L M O N D 
BLOSSOM FESTIVAL
The Mallee Almond Blossom 
Festival is an annual event 
which coincides with the 
largest explosion of almond 
blossom in the southern 
hemisphere.  Entry $5, under 
16 free.  

25 August
TAPESTRIES OF THE HEART 
MUSIC AND COMEDY
Tapestries of the Heart 
Music and Comedy with 
complimentary Devonshire 
tea at the former Uniting 
Church Piangil $8 per person 
bookings essential.  Uniting 
Church, 4 McGradie Street, 
Piangil at 1.30pm.

SEPTEMBER

7 September 
THE SAPPHIRES
This multiple award-winning 
musical play and film is 
coming to the Swan Hill Town 
Hall stage for the fi rst time. A 
Swan Hill Town Hall general 
admission event with cabaret 
style seating downstairs.

16-19 September 
FAIRFAX YOUTH INITIATIVE
This popular event will be 

local community of Euston 
Robinvale and the heritage of 
the region via honoured family 
traditions of salami making.

13 October
LIVE ON THE LAWN
Join local musicians for a great 
day of live entertainment on the 
lawn. Make a day of it, bring a 
blanket or comfy chair, sit back 
and relax. Food and drinks 
available for purchase. Swan 
Hill Regional Art Gallery lawn, 
Horseshoe Bend, Swan Hill

NOVEMBER

9 November
SPOT
Eric Hill’s beloved puppy 
comes to life on stage with 
puppetry, songs and puzzles 
for children aged 18 months 
and up, and their adults.  Swan 
Hill Town Hall PACC, 10pm.  
Tickets available at the Swan 
Hill Region Information Centre 
or online swanhilltownhall.
com 

WHO doesn’t enjoy a get together with like 
minded people and some yummy home 
cooked food? 

Well, that is exactly what the communities 
of Robinvale and Swan Hill are encouraging 
through their Catch-Up Club initiatives aimed 
at senior aged citizens.  

Council Social Support Leader Carolyn Har-
rop said the catch-ups were a fun  way of 
getting older people together socially.

“One of the primary aims of Council’s Com-
munity Care program is to help older people 
stay living in their homes for longer. Offering 
them a social outlet is a really important part 
of that,” she said.

“We run bus trips and Seniors Week events, 
but the Catch-Up Club is a regular way for 
people to socialise, cook together and even 
learn new skills.

“We have had some of our Catch-Up Club 
members rekindle a love for cooking, others 
have built friendships that continue outside 
the club.”

The Robinvale Catch-Up club meets on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 10am at the 
Senior Citizen building in Robin Street. Lunch 
is included.

The Swan Hill Catch-Up club meets every 
second Friday from 9.30am to 11.30am at the 
Swan Hill Senior Citizens Centre and morning 
tea is provided.

Catch-up clubs are a Council initiative for 
senior citizens and cost $5 per session to at-
tend.  For more information contact Carolyn 
Harrop on 5036 4700.

WITH over 20 years of volunteer service, 
Des Jarrett retired from his bus driving role 
in June. 

But he did so with a good succession plan 
in place.

Des has a background as a professional 
driving instructor, so training his replace-
ments came with ease.  

“I enjoyed teaching some of the group lead-
ers to drive the bus and I encouraged them 
to get their bus licenses as well,” Des said.

The journey at Council started after a long 
affi liation as the bus driver for Nyah West and 

DES CALLS IT A DAY ON DRIVING

CLUBS ARE
CATCHING ON

LOOKING 
FOR A QUICK 

COOK?
SOME of the Catch-Up Club recipes 
have been put into a recipe book. 
Recipes are perfect for people after 
simple and cost-effective meals – 
young people new to cooking, busy 
families and those looking for get back 
into cooking later in life. Books are 
$5 - proceeds will be used for Social  

Support Program activities.

“THANKS TO DEDICATED 
VOLUNTEERS LIKE DES, ELDERLY 
AND ISOLATED PEOPLE IN OUR 
COMMUNITY HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
THE CHANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN 

MANY ACTIVITIES.”
District Senior Citizen’s Centre. 

When Council’s Community Care program 
started using the Senior Citizen’s bus for 

group social activities, Des decided to go 
along for the ride.

 “My wife and I owned the Nyah General 
Store and I found the outings a really social 
opportunity to catch up with people I had met 
in the shop,” he said.

Council’s Social Support Leader Carolyn 
Harrop said Des had been a vital part of the 
Community Care Services team. 

“Thanks to dedicated volunteers like Des, 
elderly and isolated people in our community 
have been given the chance to participate in 
many activities.”

GREAT HELP: Des Jarrett with one of the buses he drove as a volunteer for Council’s Community Care team.

back again in 2019. Stay tuned 
for more exciting details about 
community participation 
events, free performances, 
Aboriginal storytelling, dance, 
song, traditional smoking 
ceremony and the Fairfax 
Gala Finale!

OCTOBER

4-5 October
124th ANNUAL SWAN HILL 
SHOW
124th Swan Hill Agricultural 
and Pastoral Society Show. 
The show will delight, surprise 
and entertain every age 
group with a great country 
atmosphere.

9 October
THE BABY BOOMERS DUO
With fabulous vocal harmonies 
and fun fi lled performances, 
The Baby Boomers Duo revisit 
musical history with classic 
tunes and tales from the 50s, 
60s, 70s, and 80s!  Tickets 
available at the Swan Hill 
Region Information Centre or 
online swanhilltownhall.com

12 October
THE GREAT MURRAY RIVER 
SALAMI FESTIVAL
The Great Murray River 
Salami Festival is an event 
aimed at showcasing the 
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