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Did you know? 

TAC are aiming to reduce 

the road toll to zero. You can 

be part of the solution - drive 

safely TOWARDS ZERO. 
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Sisters succeed with L2P 

 

 

Two sisters have gained their probationary licences thanks to driving 
experience gained with the TAC L2P program.  

Before joining the program Rhian and Danika Tants didn’t know how or 
when they were going to be able to clock up the necessary hours needed to 
get their P plates. Danika said she met her driving mentor Nellie during a 
school event. 

“I was telling Nellie how difficult it was to get my learner driver hours up and 
Nellie told me about the TAC L2P program. She had just become a new 
mentor,” she said. 

“Having a sister 15 months older than me, along with parents who do shift 
work and late nights, made it almost impossible to get both of our learner 
driver hours up. 

“The TAC L2P program changed all of that for me, as well as reducing the 
family pressure and fuel expenses. 

“Thanks to the program I was able to get my P Plates on my 18th birthday, 
something I never thought possible. I am now about to get my first car.” 

Nellie said that she mentored Rhian for 20 hours and Danika for a whopping 
97 hours. 

“Sitting in the car with someone for 97 hours is certainly one way to get to 
know a person. We had some great times together and we even snuck in a 
shopping trip or two,” she said. 

“We formed a really strong bond, even though she has now gained her 
probationary licence and is no longer in the program, we stay in touch.” 

In the past 12 months, 19 learner drivers have successfully gained their 
probationary licence through their involvement in the Swan Hill TAC L2P 
program. This was possible thanks to dedicated volunteer mentors and the 
program’s major sponsor Swan Hill and Kerang Toyota. 

 



 
  

Green light for TAC L2P program in Robinvale 
 
The TAC L2P Program now has a permanent presence in Robinvale. 

Swan Hill Rural City Council Mayor Ann Young said Council made a submission to 
the Department of Transport to have the program’s funding increased, and were 
delighted when it was approved. 

“Council has secured 40 funded L2P places, meaning an extra 15 learner drivers 
will have the chance to take part, and that we can roll the program out in Robinvale. 
It is a terrific outcome,” she said. 

L2P Program Officer Ross Palmer was thrilled to have the program permanently 
extended to Robinvale. 

“We have been operating a pilot program since July 2018, and we’ve had excellent 
support from Robinvale College, the Clontarf Foundation and local police. The 
response from young drivers has been wonderful too,” he said. 

“Ultimately, our aim is to assist young people to become safe drivers and achieve 
their probationary licence, which will help create more options for them when 
looking for employment and also give them greater freedom and independence.”  

Mr Palmer said the L2P program could not operate without the help of dedicated 
volunteers and that the program will be looking for more L2P volunteer mentors in 
Robinvale. 

“By donating just one or two hours a week, volunteers will give disadvantaged 
young people the chance to get their probationary licence,” he said. 

“Volunteers develop great relationships and a real sense of pride when the young 
person achieves their  licence.” 

Mentors receive training and support and are covered for liability through their 
volunteer status with Swan Hill Rural City Council.  

 The TAC L2P Program is thanks to funding from:  

Are you interested 
in becoming a 
Swan Hill L2P 
sponsor? 
 

Your business will be 
recognised as a sponsor 
with advertising on the L2P 
car and in this L2P Driver 
newsletter.  

Please contact Ross 
Palmer on 5036 2380 for 
further details.  

Welcome to new sponsor Tasco! 



P Plate successes 
Congratulations to the following learner drivers (and their mentors) who have 
experienced the fantastic achievement of obtaining a probationary licence.  

 

 

 

 

 

Learner driver Mentor Achieved 

Rhian Tants Nellie Patterson May 2019 

Luke Egan  Geoff Baulch May 2019 

Jessica Ciancio Jenny Waldron June 2019 

Shannon Lincoln Ross Palmer July 2019 

Tasharna Johnson Elisha Keep July 2019 

Louise Tomlins Robbie Gray July 2019 

Jayden Boutkan  Clive Brown August 2019 

Shania Sinclair Rob Sutton August 2019 

Danika Tants Nellie Patterson September 2019 

Shandi Sinclair Ross Palmer October 2019 

Jessica Ciancio and mentor Jenny 

Waldron 
Chat with learner driver Jessica Ciancio  

Why did you join the L2P program? I joined because I didn’t have anyone 
to teach me to drive and I couldn’t afford lessons. 

What does obtaining a Probationary licence mean to you?  Getting my 
P’s gives me freedom to drive to Bendigo to school. 

What was the best part of being involved in the L2P program?  
Making friends and building my confidents. 

How many hours did you complete as part of the L2P program?  
110 hours 

In what ways did your mentor assist you during your time in the 
program? She helped me relax while driving and made me look forward to 
lessons. 

Chat with mentor Jenny Waldron  

Why did you join the L2P program as a volunteer mentor? I joined 
because as a retired teacher I felt that I was not connected to youth in my 
area. I came across an information display in the main street and joined up! 

What's the most enjoyable part of your role as a mentor? Getting to 
know the other mentors and driving around our local area discovering some 
roads new to me. 

What would you say to anyone thinking of becoming a mentor? It is a 
great program with flexible hours and an easy going program manager. 

Can you describe your relationship with your learner driver and any 
changes you witnessed in her over her involvement in the program? 
Jessica and I knew each other because of a link at school. However, 90 odd 
hours in the car together meant we talked a great deal about all sorts of 
subjects. When Jessica first began driving she was as nervous as a kitten. 
But little by little her confidence grew so that our adventures included a night 
drive home, a drive through a mob of sheep (twice) one day and being a 
little bit lost out on the Mallee roads. I had a great time and I hope Jessica 
did too! 


