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Join us in December 
for not one, but two 

author talks! 
 

 

Young Writers Awards 
Swan Hill Library recently hosted our annual Young Writer’s Award 
competition. This writing competition is a collaboration between the 
library and the Professional Learning Community (PLC) which 
consists of five local schools. 

The PLC was formed as part of a pilot program that was initiated in 
2016 by the Department of Education to drive teaching excellence. 
The PLC has a focus on improving writing outcomes and giving 
students an authentic purpose for writing. The Young Writers Award is 
one of several programs run by the Library to assist with the 
development of literacy skills.   

One hundred people attended the presentation evening in October, 
with the deserving winners from each of seven different categories 
pictured above. Congratulations to all the children who had their 
stories shortlisted, were highly commended, or were category 
winners. Mayor Ann Young presented them with their awards. 

Thank you to author Fleur Ferris for judging the competition and to 
Swan Hill College teacher and literacy leader, Lisa Gilby and her Year 
11 Literature class for their efforts with shortlisting the entries. A 
beautiful letter from Fleur to the finalists was read out (reprinted in full 
on page 3). 
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Coming soon 
 

In the lion’s den 
Barbara Taylor Bradford 

Netforce: dark web  

Tom Clancy  

Genesis  

Robin Cook 

One fatal flaw  

Anne Perry   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 The Good Woman of 

Renmark  

Darry Fraser  

     Rise of Magicks  

Nora Roberts 

Westwind 

Ian Rankin 

Beauchamp Hall                

Danielle Steel 

Spy   

Danielle Steel  

Clancy of the overflow  

Jackie French 

Irrepressible Island                   

Paullina Simons 

 

  

 

When all is said & done 

Neale Daniher 

Neale Daniher AM sat down to pen 
a letter to the grandchildren he’ll 
never get to know. And he kept on 
writing …   

In 2013, the AFL legend was 
diagnosed with Motor Neurone 
Disease – a cruel and incurable 
condition. He had a choice. He 
could spend his remaining time 
focused on himself, or he could 
seize the opportunity to make a 
better future for others. 

From the hard-won wisdom of life 
on the land and the love of his 
family, to the triumphs and gutting 
lows of elite football, Neale has 
learnt to make the most of the cards 
he’s been dealt – to always live with 
purpose and to appreciate what he 
has. 

When All is Said & Done is 
unflinchingly honest, sharing a 
timely reminder that, even though 
life doesn’t promise to be fair, we all 
have the power to choose how to 
make our time on this earth matter. 

BorrowBox e-audiobooks 

Featured BorrowBox e-books for November 

Download up to 6 e-audiobooks and 6  e-
books at a time, from the Library’s website 
or the FREE BorrowBox app, for three 
weeks. Remember an early return increases 
your available loans immediately and         

reserves count as loans. 

Visit library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

or like us on Facebook! 

Find out what’s happening at the Library 



 

Page 3 

A letter from award winning author Fleur Ferris….. 

BOOK CHAT 

Open to people aged 
16 years and over, the 
Book Chat group 
meets at the Library 
every second 
Wednesday of the 

month, 7pm - 8.30pm 

New members         

welcome! 

KNITTER       

KNATTERS  

(Knitting and crochet 

group) 

Every Tuesday      
morning from 10am-

12pm.  

Knit, crochet, sew and 

chat! 

New Knitter Knatters 

are welcome! 

SCRABBLE CLUB 

The Library’s Scrabble 
Club meets on the   
second  and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month 

at 2pm. 

New players welcome! 

WRITER’S GROUP 

Meets the second and 
fourth Saturdays of the  
month in the Library 
Meeting Room, from 

10am to 12pm. 

 

 

The Swan Hill Library is selling Vision 

Australia’s large print 2020 calendars 

and extra large print calendars, for 

$15 each (cash only) while stocks last. 

They make a great Christmas present. 

Please get in early as the calendars are 

selling fast!   

All proceeds go back to Vision 

Australia. 

To finalists of the Young Writers Award 2019 -  

It is a great privilege to once again read the stories and judge the winners of this 

year's Young Writer's Award Competition. Collectively, the shortlist is a great 

insight, through the eyes of our children, into the harsh destruction caused by 

drought and the ongoing ripple effects to family and the wider community.  

Prep to Grade two students told stories of hardship, the land parched, animals 

starving and rain coming, taking away the problems the drought caused. Their 

stories ended in hope and happiness. Then, Grade 3 and 4 showed a far greater 

understanding of how deeply penetrating the destruction goes, and it was those 

stories that moved me to tears. They not only covered the damage to the land 

and stock, but also showed towns shrinking, friends moving and the destruction 

of the family unit - their stories included parents fighting, separation and divorce. 

Even at their young age, these students know that the damage caused will not be 

repaired by any amount of rain. 

Grade 6 took the drought theme to another level and touched on all of the above, 

but added the devastation of suicide. 

We regularly see the effects of drought through the eyes of adults, however, this 

is the first time I have truly "seen" it through the eyes of children and it was 

devastating. I had to take a break before I started on the Year 7 - 10 entries.  

Year 7 - 10 extended the theme to explore societal collapse, some showing how 

humans might exist in the future when the Earth is no longer able to sustain us 

living on its crust.  

I congratulate every young writer who entered. All of the stories were of a very 

high standard and I hope each entrant will keep writing. Your voices are valuable 

and your stories matter. I was only able to choose one winner and it was very 

difficult to do so in every category. My judging covered story, setting, plot, voice, 

character, dialogue (if applicable) and, to a lesser degree, grammar, with each 

category being given a score out of five. 

These stories are a snapshot, through the eyes of children, of this difficult time in 

this part of the country. They are very moving, powerful, raw and true. I would 

love to see this    collection of stories published, even if it meant they were 

printed and stapled together for the Swan Hill Library so locals could read them. 

They are a valuable and important insight into our current time.  

Kindest Regards  -  Fleur Ferris 

VISION Large Print calendars for sale 
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SOCIAL ! 
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TOY LIBRARY 

The Toy Library       
provides toys and   
educational resources 
for babies, toddlers 

and children.   

Open hours are:   

Fridays from 11am to 
12pm and Saturdays 

from 10am to 11.30am. 

For more information, 
call Sharyn McCann on  

0427 847486. 

TECH HELP @ 

THE LIBRARY 

Did you know the     
Library offers free,  
personalised, one-on-

one help with: 

 Facebook 

 MyGov 

 Email 

 Internet browsing 

 Using your smart 
phone or Ipad 

(tablet) 

 General tech or 

gadget help 

 

To make a booking, 
contact the staff at the 
Swan Hill Library on 

50362480 

Get Online Week saw library staff 

holding a free sausage sizzle at 

the Community Tree in Swan Hill 

and providing afternoon tea on the 

Mobile Library in Robinvale. 

If you’d like to know what online 

resources the library can offer you, 

just ask a friendly library staff 

member! 

Mobile Library regular Pat Curran 

popped in to borrow a book at the 

Mobile Library in Robinvale  - and 

enjoyed a cuppa and cake for     

afternoon tea while Graham from 

NBN answered his queries.  

Graham from the NBN joined        

with the library at a free sausage 

sizzle at the Community Tree to 

answer queries about getting 

online and using the library’s many 

online resources.  

Edible Gardens  -  Food For All Expo 

The Library recently joined 

Council, other organisations 

and community groups at the 

first Edible Gardens  -  Food 

For All Expo, held at the Swan 

Hill Town Hall.  

More than 150 people attended 

the morning, learning about 

sustainable gardening, garden 

waste, fruit fly traps, garden 

clubs, flower arranging,       

composting and lots of other 

topics!   

Ask library staff to show you 

our range of books and digital             

resources on gardening,      

cooking and preserving.  



 

Branch news 

Page 7 

Branch operating hours: 

Barham Library  

Tuesday and Friday: 12pm - 5pm 

Thursday: 10am - 3pm 

Saturday: 10am - 12pm   

Phone: (03) 5453 2642 

Moulamein Library  

Tuesday and Friday: 2pm - 6.30pm 

Saturday: 10am -12pm 

Phone: (03) 5887 5024 

BARHAM BRANCH 

LIBRARY EVENTS 
 

Bringalong-a-Book 

Coffee and Chat 

Tuesdays at 11am 

Bring along a coffee 
and the book you’re 
currently reading 
(instant coffee is also 

available).   

Chat about what’s a 
good read or just 
listen in and enjoy the 

comfort of the Library. 

 

Move and Groove 

Thursdays at 

10.30am 

Songs, dance, 
storytime and craft 
for toddlers and 

preschoolers! 

MOULAMEIN 
BRANCH 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

Storytime 

Fridays 3.30pm 

Storytime and craft in a 
fun, learning 

environment. 

The recent school holidays saw the Barham branch library overtaken by 

Doctor Who fans!  Children had fun making marshmallow men, building 

sonic screwdrivers, and exploring the planets with a ‘walk’ around the     

solar system. 

Stay tuned for a fun Harry Potter activity coming up after Christmas! 

Branch libraries closed 

The Barham and Moulamein branch libraries will be closed on Tuesday, 

5 November for the Union Picnic holiday.   



Roving Storytime celebrating Children’s Week 

Swan Hill Regional Library 
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

Find us on Facebook 
53 Campbell Street, Swan Hill. Victoria 3585 

Phone (03) 5036 2480  Fax (03) 5036 2483 

shlib@swanhill.vic.gov.au 

This Children’s Week event was present by the Swan Hill Regional    

Library in partnership with the Victorian Government.  


