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GET ready Swan Hill – a new adventure 
playground is coming your way! 

The adventure playground at Riverside 
Park is almost done and will include:

• An 8.7m high play tower, the fi rst of its 
 kind in Victoria

• A 40 metre long double fl ying fox
• A gyro swing with river views
• A sandpit with canoe, digger, 

 water pump and misters to cool

ROBINVALE LIBRARY, 
RIVERFRONT AND SPORT 
ALL ON THE CARDS

Look out Robinvale - there are some exciting projects coming your way in 2020.
Building on the new Community Library Hub is expected to start early in the New Year, we’re designing new netball facilities 
and we’re planning ahead for changes along the riverfront and at Centenary Park.  Find out more on Page 5.

ADVENTURE PLAY ON THE WAY
Ready for the holidays
• Lots of natural play elements, plus 

 recycled materials from the Pioneer 
 Settlement and saleyards

• Custom-designed Aboriginal artwork 
 by Sandra Kropinyeri

• A large barbecue shelter.

The park will have features for children 
of all ages – from toddlers right through to 
teens.

The 8.7 metre high play tower will be for 
older children – offering challenging play. 

The fl ying fox will include seated and 

standing options, making it available to 
more age groups. 

While the sandpit and its features will be 
ideal for young children.

The adventure playground is part of the 
$1.2 million project that also included the 
new skate park.

It is thanks to a partnership between 
the Federal and State governments and 
Council.



Robinvale Ward

CR JADE BENHAM
0436 804 012
jade.benham@
swanhill.vic.gov.au
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
JUST a few weeks into the Mayor’s 
post and I have certainly hit the ground 
running.

The diversity of this community, and 
this role, has become truly evident.

In my fi rst few weeks, meetings have 
included those on water security and 
waste, learning about the issues and 
advocating for better outcomes for our 
community. 

I attended a Mallee Sun Solar Bulk 
Buy info session – learning how this 
initiative is helping local people get 
cost-effective solar on their roofs. I was 
also pleased to announce that Mallee 
Sun Solar Bulk buy will donate a solar 

system to a local community group. 
I attended the Swan Hill Australia Day 

breakfast organising meeting, and look 
forward to them sharing some new 
features for the 2020 breakfast soon. 

I have also celebrated student 
success at school awards nights, 
including an impressive awards 
night for Swan Hill College’s Clontarf 
Academy.

Perhaps one of the biggest jobs as 
Mayor will be continuing to advocate 
on behalf of our community, for 
improvements in housing in Robinvale, 
for a new hospital in Swan Hill, for 
water security and water trading 

transparency across our region, and 
for a new Swan Hill bridge. 

We will work away at these at every 
chance we get – when politicians and 
government offi cials visit, when there 
are opportunities to make submissions, 
when we can meet with decision-
makers of any kind.

As a resident of our municipality, if 
you have concerns, issues or ideas, 
please get in touch with Council. 

There are plenty of ways to do it – via 
our offi ces in Swan Hill and Robinvale, 
on the phone, via our website or 
Facebook page, or by contacting a 
Councillor. 

You can also catch up with 
Councillors at our regular Coffee with 
a Councillor events. We have just had 
one at Boundary Bend and more will be 
advertised in the new year. 

Finally, I would like to thank Cr 
Ann Young for her work during her 
term as Mayor. As she said at our 
Statutory Meeting in November, it has 
been a successful 12 months across 
the municipality, with many projects 
coming to fruition and Council playing 
a strong role in advocacy. 

I also thank Cr Chris Jeffery for taking 
on the role of Deputy Mayor and look 
forward to working with him in 2020.

CR BILL MOAR
Mayor
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without fl aw or is wholly 
appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any loss or other consequences which 
may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

Both offi ces are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm.

Swan Hill Business Centre
45 Splatt Street
Swan Hill VIC 3585
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

Robinvale Resource Centre
68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

UPCOMING
COUNCIL MEETINGS

17 DECEMBER, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 4PM

18 FEBRUARY, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 2PM

17 MARCH, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 2PM

21 APRIL, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 2PM
All members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings.

Agendas are available at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au in the days leading up to the meeting.

*Special Council meetings will also be held from time to time.
Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au for details or check local media.

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
COUNCIL@SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
PO BOX 488, SWAN HILL VIC 3585

CONTACT
COUNCIL

Lakes Ward

CR LES McPHEE
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR LEA JOHNSON
0487 770 456
lea.johnson@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR ANN YOUNG
0409 503 711
ann.young@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR CHRIS JEFFERY
0429 447 802
chris.jeffery@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

THE community planning process plays an important role in allowing 
smaller communities in our municipality to take ownership of small 
projects that are important to them.  It is also an avenue to bring to 
the attention of all Councillors major projects.

I am very fortunate to have two active community groups in the 
Lakes Ward being Ultima Progress Association and Lake Boga Inc 
who oversee their respective community plans. I would like to thank 
all the community members who support these groups for the benefi t 
of all the community. Council supports the community planning 
process and continues to budget $320,000 to implementation of 
these plans each year.

We were also pleased to receive notice from Transport for NSW that 
will help us progress planning for a new Swan Hill bridge. The Swan 
Hill bridge will be removed from their Timber Truss Road Bridges 
conservation strategy.

It’s a step in the right direction, and we will now work with VicRoads 
and NSW RMS to identify any other state issues. We will continue to 
work with Murray River Council to advocate for a new bridge.

THE new Swan Hill adventure playground is almost here, and 
excitement is growing, from both young and old.

There was also plenty of excitement in Swan Hill during 
‘Chocktober’ too. October was chock-a-bloc full of events, like 
the Show, Mental Health and Seniors weeks, Manangatang Races, 
Live on the Lawn at the Gallery, Junior Basketball Tournament, 
Market Day, Youth Arts Festival, the Food Truck Festival, Lake 
Boga ski races and the Pacing Cup. So many events and such 
diversity of events showed how vibrant our city is – thank you to 
everyone who attended. In Robinvale, Council is continuing work 
on the housing and population strategies, taking action to improve 
the housing situation. The plans for the Ronald Street housing 
development is one clear example. 

Finally, congratulations to the new Mayor. I look looking forward 
to the fourth and fi nal year of our Council term under the leadership 
of Cr Bill Moar. Thanks to the outgoing Mayor Ann Young on doing 
such a sterling job.

AS we approach the end of the year, the challenges for our 
horticultural growers continue. 

Growers are having to buy water due to low allocations, and 
buy it a record-high prices. There have been state changes to 
contractor laws, providing challenges in attracting labour. The 
Federal Government has announced changes to skilled migration 
visas, and we wait to see what impact these have for local growers.

So far this harvest, crop reports have been mixed - some have 
picked up good rainfall resulting in good yields, others have not. 

On a personal note, I want to thank the community and Council 
for backing me during my time as Mayor. I enjoyed the challenges 
and opportunities this role provided.

I am proud that during the past 12 months, Council played an 
active role in advocating for a new hospital, for water security, 
improved labour access and better roads for the farming industry.

Working in partnership with other councils, we achieved funding 
of $16.8 million, through the Our Region Our Rivers project. 

More people, both inside and outside the region, are recognising 
that Swan Hill is a great place to be, and I look forward to Council 
and community building on this positivity.

IT’S 12 months out from the next election of Councillors for a four 
year term. I’d encourage anyone that is thinking or ever thought 
about becoming a Councillor to start getting an understanding of 
our Council. Chat to the current Councillors, get an understanding 
of Council’s budget, long term fi nancial plan, major projects plan, 
Council meetings.

I’d like to acknowledge the outgoing Committee of Management 
at the Swan Hill Indoor Sports and Recreation (The Stadium) who 
are dissolving as a committee and handing the responsibility back 
to Council. The user groups will now be represented on an Advisory 
Group with less responsibility, demands and risk on the user groups. 

The Stadium has some exciting projects on the go. Tenders have 
gone out for the $200,000 Pick My Project upgrades as well as an 
additional $100,000 from Council to put towards upgrades.

There’ll be signifi cant work done before the end of this fi nancial year, 
so watch this space. A quick shout out to all the young people using 
the fantastic new skate park at Riverside Swan Hill for their respectful 
and inclusive use of the skate park by all ages.

Murray Mallee Ward

CR NICOLE McKAY
0436 299 842
nicole.mckay@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

I CONTINUE to be thrilled and honoured to represent the beautiful 
ward of Murray-Mallee.

The Manangatang community gathered in record time to 
protest at the state of the Robinvale-Sea Lake Road. It was an 
extraordinary turnout that dominated country media that week. 
Victoria’s top roads and transport bureaucrats responded by 
visiting Council, and it was rewarding to lobby for the many road 
issues that have been brought to my attention. The impact on 
Manang is substantial, and we will need to keep the pressure up. 

Boundary Bend held their ‘Inaugural Sunday Sesh’ (well that’s 
what I’m calling it). Memorial Park rocked to the tunes of Fanny 
Lumsden and her band, grown men performed silly dances, and 
teams played off in a totem tennis battle to music. Sure to be 
repeated and another sign that small towns are fi ghting back. 

Nyah community held their Christmas Carnival on 6 December. It 
gets bigger and better every year, a testament to local heroes who 
work so hard on it. I will continue to advocate for integrity in water 
management. We are all river people here. And our thoughts to all 
the people on the Darling, where they are truly suffering.

NO submissions or objections were received to Council’s plan 
to subdivide land on Ronald Street, which is a huge plus for 
stimulating the new housing market in Robinvale. We can now 
move on to the formal planning approval process.

Construction of Bromley Road is coming along well, and it’s 
wonderful to see a local company involved. Mallee Earthworks and 
Excavation is doing a great job! 

Robinvale recently hosted a French contingent - from our twin 
town of of Villers Bretonneux - and I enjoyed lunch with them at 
Robinswood Homestead. 

And fi nally, with the weather warming up, it’s the perfect time 
to visit Robinvale. The river here is high, which is great for water 
skiing, so if you want to experience river skiing in one of the best 
places on the Murray, Robinvale’s where you need to be!

We’d love to welcome people from around the municipality to see 
our town and and river.
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SO MANY REASONS TO #LOVESWANHILL 
HERE in the Heart of the 
Murray we’ve got a lot to be 
proud of, a lot to love.

A strong sense of com-
munity, beautiful weather, 
a stunning river and Mallee 
landscape, quality services, 
great arts and culture, top 
notch events and innovative 
businesses.

We want you to help 
spread the love!

Next time you take a snap 
of something you love in 
our municipality, share your 
photo and use the hashtag 
#loveswanhill. 

If you live outside Swan Hill, 
you can give your town some 
extra kudos by tagging it 
too. Use #loveswanhill PLUS 
#loverobinvale or #lovenyah 
or whatever part of our mu-
nicipality you’re in.

We’ll share some of your 
pics to our social media 
pages to help spread the 
love even further.

It doesn’t need to be 
#picoftheday worthy. It’s the 
everyday things you love 
about living in the Heart of 
the Murray. 

**To kick start our Swan 
Hill love fest, we’re giving 
away some $50 Swan Hill 
or Robinvale shopping dol-
lars, so get snapping!**

CREATED by young people, for young 
people, the Novo Youth Awards promote 
the positive contributions that local youth 
make to our region.

To nominate or for more information, go 
to Youth Inc on Campbell Street, Swan Hill 
or www.youth.swanhill.vic.gov.au.

Nominations close Monday, 10 Febru-
ary. This year there are eight award cat-
egories: 
• Empower Youth Young Achiever - The 
 Young Achiever will be someone who 
 has made a signifi cant effort to 
 overcome obstacles and achieve their 
 goals. 

• Young Leader - The Young leader 
 award will be given to a person who 
 has proved themselves to be a leader 
 in the community.
• Young Neighbour - The young 
 neighbour is a person who has given 
 their time and effort to improve the 
 lives of others within the community.
• Young Performer - The Young 
 Performer will be a young person who 
 has excelled or shown great potential 
 in the performing arts. 
• Young Scholar - The Young Scholar 
 will be given to a young person who 
 has shown outstanding academic 

 achievement at any level. 
• Young Sportsperson - The Young 
 Sportsperson award will be given to 
 a young person who has excelled in 
 the sporting community. 
• Young Visual Artist - The young visual 
 artist will be someone who has
 made a positive contribution to
 the community through their visual 
 arts.
• NOVO Awards - The NOVO Award will 
 be given to a group (80% of members 
 must be between the ages of 12-
 25) who is striving to make a positive 
 difference in the community.

NEWS IN BRIEF

NOMINATE NOW FOR NOVO YOUTH AWARDS

AN ICONIC BUILDING FOR SWAN HILL 
MOBILE LIBRARY – HOW CAN WE 
DELIVER? 

KEEP an eye out in the new year for consultation on our mobile 
library services. 

Over the past two years, the mobile library service has been 
reviewed. This included a community survey, analysis of mo-
bile library usage data and conversations at community meet-
ings and with mobile library users.

We will be coming back to the community in 2020 to discuss 
the best way to deliver library services to our community into 
the future.

The library would like to expand the types of services and 
programs it provides to reach more people across the mu-
nicipality, including children’s storytimes and more support 
for people wanting help using new technology.

GREAT RESPONSE TO EARLY YEARS 
PLAN

MORE than 800 people provided us with input to our Early 
and Middle Years Plan.

This included 202 parents, carers and community members 
who completed the online survey; almost 50 parents through 
face-to-face chats at early learning centres; 375 grades 4, 5 
and 6 students completing an online survey; younger students 
who did a drawing exercise; and local service providers.

A draft plan will be coming to community for feedback early 
in the new year. 

The plan sets out goals for the next 10 years, aiming to make 
our community a great place for all families and children from 
birth to 12 years and beyond. 

A key focus of the plan will be the infrastructure and staffi ng 
needed for our pre-schools at Swan Hill, Manangatang and 
Woorinen South, as well as the Swan Hill Maternal and Child 
Health Centre.

The State Government will introduce three-year-old pre-
school in our region from 2022, creating the need for addi-
tional space and staff in pre-schools.

ELECTORAL STRUCTURE FROM 2020

THE Victorian Electoral Council (VEC) has handed its recom-
mendation to the Minister for Local Government following an 
extensive review of Council’s electoral structure.

Recommendations mean that Swan Hill Rural City Council 
could consist of seven Councillors elected from an un-subdi-
vided electoral structure. 

Director Corporate Services David Lenton said Council was 
pleased with the recommendation.

“A new un-subdivided structure would provide a greater 
opportunity for the best seven candidates to be elected. It 
will also provide a good opportunity for the Robinvale area to 
have more than one person from the local area to represent 
them,” he said.

The Minister for Local Government will now decide whether 
to accept the VEC’s recommendations and any changes would 
apply from the next general Council election in October 2020.

THIS is the iconic new Our Place, which 
will be built in Swan Hill soon. 

Our Place will be a new home for Swan 
Hill Regional Art Gallery, which will take up 
the top fl oor.

Downstairs will include the Swan Hill Re-
gion Information Centre, an Aboriginal cul-
tural space, and the Pioneer Settlement’s 
entrance. 

Our Place ticks all the boxes. 
It achieves a new Gallery and Pioneer 

Settlement entry building  something we 
have been advocating for over many years. 

It allows us to custom-design a modern 
information centre to cater for tourists in 
the digital age.

Importantly, it allows us to tell stories of 
our region’s Aboriginal culture. 

Detailed design work will take place into 
2020. The building is expected to be open 
by January 2022. 

Our Place will be a $10.9 million project, 
funded by Council and the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

(Our Place is a working name for the new 
building Council is working with all stake-
holders to determine the fi nal name.)
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> The pedal park at George Lay Park, Swan Hill is now open. The 
 existing concrete pathways have been updated to mimic real-life 
 road situations with life marking and signage. The project, by 
 Council, Swan Hill District Health and VicHealth, is aimed to 
 educating children about road rules so they safely travel to and from 
 school on bikes, scooters and on foot.

THE beautiful Japanese themed 
garden in Swan Hill is taking 
shape. 

The garden is set on the Little 
Murray, between Big 4 Riverside 
and the Pioneer Settlement. 

Key features of the garden in-
clude:

• A wooden footbridge
•  A stone boulder bench

•  A stone lantern
• 180 stepping stones, and 
 large boulders
• Almond and pine trees
The garden honours Swan Hill’s 

40-year Sister City relationship 
with Yamagata, Japan and is 
made possible thanks to a part-
nership between the Federal and 
State governments and Council.

 MORE ROAD 
OPTIONS 
FOR HEAVY 
VEHICLES

JAPANESE GARDEN TAKING SHAPE

COMING UP…
Work will start to reconstruct and seal 

Deadhorse Lane in Swan Hill in January.

> Parks and Gardens team members have 
 completed aeration work on our ovals. 
 The team uses a specialised piece of 
 machinery that drives spikes into the turf 
 and uses vibration to fracture the soil 
 below. 

> Tree trimming has occurred around 
 Robinvale, including the Murray pines near 
 the hospital to improve visibility, as well as 
 the trees in Caix Square.

> New footpath has been built along 
 Murlong Street, Swan Hill, from Mortoo 
 Street to Gray Street

> Footpath has been upgraded along Gray 
 Street, Swan Hill, from Campbell Street to 
 The Stadium

> Crepe myrtle trees have been planted in 
 Manangatang, and traffi c islands repaired

> The Lower Murray Inn at the Pioneer 
 Settlement has been extended. The second 
 stage of the upgrade, including a roof, will 
 start after Christmas. Once complete, the 
 venue will comfortably seat 120 people in 
 all weather conditions. 

> Road re-sheeting has occurred on 1.6km 
 of Reserve Road, Piangil; 320m of Lusty 
 Lane, Nyah; and 350m of Vernon Lane, 
 Nyah.

> Road shoulders have been re-sheeted 
 over 1.7km on Goodman Road, Woorinen; 
 and over 2.4km on Chillingollah Road.

> Kerb and channel has been replaced along 
 High Street, Swan Hill.

> Kerb and channel has also been replaced 
 along Station Street, Lake Boga. 
 This road will be fully reconstructed from 
 Marraboor Street to Lalbert Road.

> A 480 metre, 2.5m wide walking track has been cleared in Boundary 
 Bend, creating a loop for residents and visitors to enjoy the riverfront. 

> Construction of toilets at the new 
 Milloo Street boat ramp are almost 
 complete. The toilet block is clad in 
 beautiful river gum images to help it 
 blend with the surrounds and 
 minimise the impact on local 
 residents.

Local photographer Greg 
 Cruickshank captured vibrant 
 images of the immediate surrounds. 
 As you walk along the path in either 
 a north or south direction, the 
 aspects of the photos match the 
 landscape.

The trees depicted on the west 
 side of the building are found 
 slightly to the left of the structure 
 itself, on the riverbank. See if you 
 can fi nd the butterfl y on the building 
 and match it up with the butterfl y in 
 the tree.

It’s also good to know that the 
 exterior cladding is designed to 
 withstand the test of time, 
 laminated to protect them against 
 UV damage, weather and abrasion.

> Road widening has taken place on Bulga Road over 450m; and 
 works have commenced on reconstructing 2.8km of Kenley Road 
 from the Murray Valley Highway.

FARMERS and transport companies will 
now have access to about 2200 extra kilo-
metres of rural roads. 

In October, following recommendations 
and gazettal from Council, VicRoads for-
mally updated a Higher Mass Limit network 
for our region. 

Then Mayor Ann Young said the change 
will make a huge difference to local fruit 
and vegetable growers, grain producers 
and transport companies. 

“Only 533 kilometres, or 12 per cent of 
our roads had been gazetted for Higher 
Mass vehicle access and operators had to 
apply to use other roads as needed. This 
process was proving frustrating for opera-
tors, with a wait of up to fi ve days some 
times,” Cr Young said. 

Operators will now have permanent High-
er Mass vehicle access to about 2200km 
(or 63 per cent) of roads in the municipality. 

“This change will be benefi cial for trans-
port companies, local farming businesses 
and it will ultimately have a positive fl ow-
on effect for our economy,” Cr Young said.

“This change will see more than 60 per 
cent of our local road network now acces-
sible to Higher Mass vehicles, without the 
need for a permit.”

Details on the Higher Mass Limit network 
is available at vicroadsmaps.maps.arcgis.
com, and clicking  on the Heavy Vehicle 
Network App.

IN THE WORKS...
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ROADWORK ON BROMLEY NEARS COMPLETION

THE $1.3 million beautifi cation project on Bromley Road 
started in September.

Road re-construction works are set to be completed by 
the end of the year, while tenders for landscaping will be 
advertised in coming weeks.

Landscaping plans include fl owering and native trees, gar-
dens and lawns, seating, bike racks, and directional signs.

The project is made possible thanks to the Federal Gov-
ernment’s Regional Growth Fund, Council and the TAC.

RUBBISH CLEAN-UPS

COUNCIL has partnered with the Department of Justice and 
Community Safety Loddon Mallee Community Work team 
and Parks Victoria to clean up a number of reported rubbish 
‘hot spots’.

Rubbish has been cleared from about three kilometres of 
roadside in the Tol Tol area; from the Moore Street area; and 
from Centenary Park. 

Signs have been put up to deter future rubbish dumping, 
and Council will continue to monitor these sites.

 
LIBRARY BUILDING TO START SOON

TENDERS for the new Robinvale Community Hub Library 
will be awarded soon, with construction due to start early 
in 2020.

The new library will be built inside Robinvale College 
grounds, using the existing multipurpose centre. It will be a 
permanent community and school library, replacing weekly 
mobile library visits. 

It will include community meeting spaces, computers for 
public access, wifi  and internet access, and spaces for study 
and quiet reading. 

Concept plans are still available to view on the mobile li-
brary or by contacting the Swan Hill Library. 

It is a joint project of Regional Development Victoria, the 
Victorian Education Department, Robinvale College and 
Swan Hill Rural City Council.

 
RONALD STREET DEVELOPMENT GO-AHEAD

NO submissions were received to Council’s plan to sub-di-
vide, develop and sell Council-owned land on Ronald Street 
in Robinvale.

The 3,260 square metre block of land is beside Robinvale 
College. Council has proposed sub-dividing the land, build-
ing eight homes on it and then selling it.

Proceeds from the sale of each building stage would help 
to fund the construction of the next stage. 

Council believes the proposal is one way to provide new 
housing in Robinvale to alleviate housing shortages. It might 
also encourage a local building business to expand, or bring 
a new builder to town, stimulating the local economy.

A formal subdivision proposal is now being prepared for 
Council’s Statutory Planning department, and residents will 
have a chance to have their say on the proposal again. 

NEW MASTERPLAN TO GUIDE RIVER AND PARK

A PLAN is being started to develop the Robinvale riverfront 
and Centenary Park over the next 10 years.

A consultant will be engaged to create a new masterplan.
Similar to what’s been done in Swan Hill, this masterplan 

will be used to attract funding and plan developments along 
the river over the next 10 years.

A major focus of the masterplan will be cultural heritage 
management, providing a basis for what is possible in terms 
of future development.

The masterplan will also focus on how to achieve better 
connections between the town centre and the riverfront

Keep an eye out in the new year for your chance to tell us 
your ideas for these two areas.

ROBINVALE PROJECTS PROGRESS, MORE TO COME

TEAMWORK TO UPGRADE
SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE

ROBINVALE’S Catch-up Club gave Council’s depot crew 
a hand with garden beautifi cation at the Robinvale Senior 
Citizens Centre recently — a great team effort. New bench 
seating was also installed. 

INVESTIGATING LEISURE CENTRE UPGRADES

CONSULTANCY fi rm @Leisure has been appointed to un-
dertake the Future Development of Indoor Recreation Cen-
tres Plan on behalf of Council.

This looks at all indoor sports centres in the municipality, 
including the Robinvale Leisure Centre. It will investigate the 
need to expand the Centre to provide an additional high ball 
court and larger gymnasium. 

This report is expected to be complete by early 2020.
 

PLANNING FOR BETTER NETBALL FACILITIES

TENDERS from consultants to design the new Robinvale 
netball precinct are now being assessed. We will engage a 
consultant to develop designs for a new netball precinct in 
the coming months.

 This will include three netball courts, lighting for netball 
training and night time competition, netball change rooms 
and storage, car parking, and reserve entry and exits.

We have some funding allocated to the work over the next 
couple of years, but we will need more and we’re advocating 
to State Government right now. 

BROMLEY ROAD LAND SALE

COUNCIL has agreed to sell land at 71-77 Bromley Road, 
Robinvale to Harvail Investments for a Subway and carwash 
development. 

The agreement was reached following a six-week Request 
for Proposals process, during which two proposals were 
received. 

The successful proposal from Harvail Investments will: 
• Include a Subway restaurant (with drive-thru) and tunnel 

 car wash, subject to planning approval.
• Create between 15 and 20 permanent jobs plus casual 

 positions during busy periods.
• Be open seven days a week, and 24 hours a day during 

 harvest.
• Return 4.5% of the store’s annual turnover to local 

 sporting and community groups
• Link to the surrounding parkland with a new gazebo, at 

 the developer’s cost.
• Have parking spaces on Council land, at the developer’s 

 cost, for caravans and long vehicles. Car parking will 
 also be provided onsite for Subway customers.

The proposal will have to go through Council’s normal 
planning processes before work can begin, with a commu-
nity submission process included.
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HAVE you seen any familiar faces on your screens 
in recent weeks?

Local residents have shared what they love 
most about living in the Swan Hill region as part of 
a new Council and State Government campaign, 
called Dream Swan Hill. 

The campaign is designed to show potential 
residents that they can fi nd their dream home, 

dream job and dream lifestyle right here in Swan 
Hill. 

Big4 Riverside Swan Hill owner Ainsley O’Bryan 
was one of the local campaign participants. She 
moved from Ballarat eight years ago. 

“Living and working here in Swan Hill offers us 
a chance to have a really well-balanced lifestyle,” 
Ms O’Bryan said. 

“If you don’t see us on the river, generally we’re 
out riding bikes, scooting around with the kids.” 

You can see the Dream Swan Hill campaign in 
print media, TV and on digital platforms like Fa-
cebook, Instagram and YouTube.

For more information, go to www.
dreamswanhill.com.au or visit Dream Swan Hill on 
Facebook.

IT’S full steam ahead at Tower Hill with 
preparations underway for the release of 
Stage 12 blocks in early 2020.

Construction of the new aged care 
home on the western end of Tower Hill 
is also well underway.

Hundreds of people call Tower Hill 
home, and the number of residents con-
tinues to grow every month. 

An established place to build new 
homes in Swan Hill, Tower Hill features 
walking paths, an all abilities play-
ground, wetlands and easy access to 
schools and parklands.

All blocks are fully serviced, including 
connection to the NBN and natural gas 
— ready to build your brand new home. 
Block sizes range from 655m² to 828m², 
and start from $109,500.

And with Government incentives for 
rural fi rst homebuyers, and various oth-
er rural relocation incentives offered to 
health professionals and teachers, now 
is the perfect time to buy.

Within minutes of Swan Hill’s centre, 
only 11 blocks remain in the Stage 11 
release. Call 5033 2330 for more infor-
mation, or visit towerhill.swanhill.vic.
gov.au.

How long have you worked at Council?
I started working at Council in June 2017 - 
almost two and half years!

What do you like most about working for 
Council?
I really like the team I work with. I enjoy my role 
improving work processes for all of Council staff. 
Our team this year also produced four babies – 
all of them boys! It’s been great to share this 
experience with them, and also grateful for the 
fl exibility and the work life balance that Council 
has to offer.

What do you like about living in Swan Hill?
My number one would have to be is that there 
are no traffi c jams! Everything is so convenient 
and easy to get to, such as the supermarket 
and hospital.

Ka Ming Chua and his family  are living 
their dream here in Swan Hill, with Ka 
Ming working in Council’s IT Services 
team for more than two years now. 

DREAM SWAN HILL

MEET A TEAM MEMBER: KA MING CHUA

TOWER HILL 
PROGRESS 
CONTINUES

My wife and I also enjoy being closer to nature 
and taking walks along the river and around the 
town. I really enjoy being able to see the stars, 
I am originally from Singapore where it is very 
bright, making them hard to see.

Why did you decide to move to Swan Hill?
My wife was offered a job at the Swan Hill 
hospital in her fi eld. Shortly after I found a job 
at Council.

What do you and your family get up to on 
the weekends?
On the weekend we enjoy going to church, 
taking walks and spending time with family and 
friends.

Favourite place to eat in Swan Hill?
Mostly I love my wife’s cooking! But when 
friends come to visit we like to go to Boo’s Place 
at Lake Boga followed by a walk along the lake.

Where will you be spending Christmas this 
year?
With our family overseas.

SWAN Hill Town Hall’s 2020 program 
is full of diverse and exciting shows – 
giving you an ideal Christmas gifting 
opportunity!

Shakespeare; music from Ian Moss, 
Rachel Beck and Michael Cormack, 
and Mirusia; plus the children’s hit the 
Mik Mak’s are all available to buy now. 

Among the upcoming shows are:

• ShakesBeerSession, a 
 performance of Shakespeare’s 
 As You Like It by Bar’d Works in a 
 pub-themed Town Hall - Saturday, 
 22 February

• The Mik Maks Musical 
 Adventures, award-winning 
 childrens show  - Wednesday, 1 
 April

• You and I, a show with musical 
 theatre stars Rachel Beck and 
 Michael Cormack – Saturday, 20 
 May 

• Ian Moss Matchbox 
 30th Anniversary tour - Saturday, 
 29 April

• Mirusia, star soprano of Andre 
 Rieu - Saturday, 22 August 2020

Check online for more shows as 
they go on sale, or come along to the 
2020 Season Launch at the Town Hall 
on 17 January from 5.30pm to 7.30pm.

ONLINE TICKETS MORE AFFORDABLE

ONLINE tickets for Swan Hill Town Hall 
shows will now be more cost effective.

Online ticket sales were previously 
charged a $2 convenience fee per seat. 
This fee has been abolished for all 2020 
shows.

Council Director Community and 
Cultural Services Bruce Myers said it 
was another step toward giving people 
more options when purchasing tickets.

“We hope that by eliminating the on-
line admin fee we will encourage more 
people to book online, and in turn en-
courage more people to come along,” 
he said.

As well as online ticket sales, you can 
now buy in person from the Swan 
Hill Town Hall Bookings Offi ce (Mon-
day to Friday 9am to 2.30pm), as well 
as the Swan Hill Region Information 
Centre (seven days, 9am to 5pm).

STUCK FOR IDEAS? GET YOUR 
LOVED ONES SHOW TICKETS! WEAVING and textiles will 

be the theme this summer 
at Swan Hill Regional Art 
Gallery – and you can get 
creative as part of it.

The 3rd Tamworth Textile 
Triennial is on at the Gallery 
now, showcasing the best 
of textile art from across 
the country. At the same 
time, a local textiles exhi-
bition called Open Weave 
will be on.

You can get creative by 
decorating, embroidering 
and sewing ‘scales’ to help 
construct a large fi sh in the 
Gallery’s foyer.

Local textile artist Ray-
lene Richardson will also 
run free public events at the 
Gallery in January, where 
she will demonstrate her 
many textile techniques. 
These will run on Saturday 
4, 11 and 18 January from 
1pm until 2.30pm.

“Textiles have had a real 
resurgence, and visitors 
have appreciated the tex-
tiles we’ve had on the walls 
here in recent years,” Gal-
lery Director Ian Tully said.

“The Triennial celebrates 
the diversity of textiles, 
includes more than 30 of 
Australia’s best textiles art-
ists, and true to its name, 
embraces the process of 
creating, talking and ex-
hibiting,” he said. 

Mr Tully said local works 
would complement the tri-
ennial.

“This micro-show brings 
a local perspective to the 
theme of textiles and will 
feature Tuesday Browell, 
Sue Connelley-Klodim-
itis, Vicki Johnson, Da-
vid McTaggart, Marilyne 
Nicholls, Jules Pilgrim, 
Raylene Richardson and 
Anna Stewart.”

GET CREATIVE THIS SUMMER

TAMWORTH TEXTILES: The New Neigh-
bours (detail) 2017, Meredith Woolnough
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INTERESTED in solar on your rooftop?
Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy could be the way 

to go.
About 20 solar systems are being installed in 

the municipality each month through Mallee Sun 
Solar Bulk Buy. 

Faye and Maxwell Palmer from Nyah were 
among the fi rst to have their system hooked up.

“We had been wanting to go solar for a very 
long time,” they told us.

“The Victorian Solar Panels rebate seemed like 
a great opportunity to go solar with minimum 
cash outlay. When we heard there was a bulk buy 

and that it was the Swan Hill Rural City Council 
backing it, that was a big plus and spurred us 
into action.

“Jemma at Specialized Solar helped us every 
step of the way. She knew exactly what paper-
work we needed to put through to get the rebate 
– that was a big asset.  

“The day of installation went well and the in-
spector signed off the system. 

“Now we are ready for the summer. We’ll be 
able to use the air conditioning and know that 
our solar is powering it.”

To fi nd out more, visit malleesunsolar.org.au.

COMMUNITY buildings across the Swan Hill 
Rural City municipality are going solar.

Solar panel systems are being installed on 
the Nyah, Lake Boga and Robinvale commu-
nity centres, the Swan Hill Council depot and 
Swan Hill Town Hall.

Swan Hill Rural City Council Senior Environ-
ment Offi cer Sam Steel said Council had been 
impressed with the power savings generated 
from a system on the Splatt Street offi ce and 
wanted to extend that across the municipality.

“We have been achieving an excellent return 
on the solar system that was installed on our 
Splatt and Beveridge street offi ces in 2016, and 
wanted to extend that across more Council and 
community buildings,” he said.

“Council had set aside money to progress 
more solar, and we saw an opportunity to lev-
erage that to access funding from Sustainabil-
ity Victoria’s Local Government Energy Saver 
Program. That’s how we’ve been able to make 
this happen.”

Mr Steel said the program paid for an accred-
ited auditor to assess Council buildings and 
determine the best ways for Council to save on 
energy costs. 

Solar was the primary recommendation, and 
systems totaling 84kw will be installed across 
fi ve sites. Local contractors have completed 
the Nyah and Lake Boga community centre in-
stallations, with the remainder expected to be 
complete by mid-December.

In addition to solar systems, LED lighting up-

grades in the buildings were also recommended 
to help improve energy effi ciency and reduce 
power bills. The Nyah and Manangatang pools 
will also have variable speed drives installed to 
their pump systems to reduce energy consump-
tion.

The 85kw solar system operating on Coun-
cil’s Splatt Street and Beveridge Street offi ces 
is saving about $20,000 in power costs each 
year, which means the cost of the system will 
be paid back in 2021.

Kerbside rubbish and recycling collection — Two Wednesday collections will be pushed forward to the following Saturday. Wednesday, 25 December will be collected on Saturday, 28 December and 
Wednesday, 1 January will be collected on Saturday, 4 January. Collection will return to normal for Wednesday collections as of Wednesday, 8 January.

Transfer stations  Manangatang, Piangil and Ultima — closed 25, 26 and 28 December and 1 January. Open other times as per their normal schedule.

Swan Hill Recycle Depot — Closed on all public holidays. Open other times as per their normal schedule.

Maternal and Child Health Centres Nyah West, Lake Boga, Manangatang, Woorinen South — visits by appointment only during this period. 

Community Care Services — Offi ce is closed as per Council closures, limited services available, contact Community Care for more information.

Emergency contact after hours —  Contact Council Customer Service on 03 5036 2333

COUNCIL SERVICES HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS
Art Gallery Pioneer Settlement Library

Swan Hill and 
Robinvale 

Council Offi ces

Swan Hill Region 
Information 

Centre

Swan Hill 
Leisure 
Centre 

Robinvale 
Leisure Centre

Swan Hill 
Landfi ll

Robinvale 
Landfi ll

Maternal Child 
Health Swan Hill and 

Robinvale

Sat 21 Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm 10am-12pm Closed 9am-5pm 8am-5pm 11pm-7pm 9am-2pm Closed Closed

Sun 22 
Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 10am-5pm 11pm-7pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm Closed

Mon 23 
Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm 10am-5.30pm 8.30am-5pm 9am-5pm 6am-9pm 6am-9pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm Open

Tues 24 
Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm 10am-3pm 8.30am-3pm 9am-5pm 6am-9pm 10am-9pm 9am-2pm 9am-3pm Open

Wed 25 
Dec Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed

Thurs 26 
Dec Closed Closed Closed Closed 9am-5pm 8am-6pm 11pm-7pm 9am-2pm Closed Closed

Fri 27 Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 6am-7pm 6am-9pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm Closed

Sat 28 Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 8am-5pm 11pm-7pm 9am-2pm Closed Closed

Sun 29 
Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 10am-5pm 11pm-7pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm Closed

Mon 30 
Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 6am-9pm 6am-9pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm Open

Tues 31 
Dec 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 6am-9pm 11am-7pm 9am-2pm 9am-3pm By appointment

Wed 1 Jan Closed 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 8am-6pm 11am-7pm Closed Closed Closed

Thurs 2 
Jan 10am-5pm 9.30am-4.30pm 10am-5.30pm 8.30am-5pm 9am-5pm 6am-9pm 10am-9pm 9am-4pm Closed Open

Fri 3 Jan 10am-5pm 9.30am-4.30pm 10am-5.30pm 8.30am-5pm 9am-5pm 6am-7pm 6am-9pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm By appointment

Sat 4 Jan 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm 10am-12pm Closed 9am-5pm 8am-5pm 11pm-7pm 9am-2pm Closed Closed

Sun 5 Jan 10am-4pm 9.30am-4.30pm Closed Closed 9am-5pm 10am-5pm 11pm-7pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm Closed

Mon 6 Jan 10am-5pm 9.30am-4.30pm 10am-5.30pm 8.30am-5pm 9am-5pm 5am-6pm 6am-9pm 9am-4pm 9am-3pm Open

COMMUNITY BUILDINGS GO SOLAR

GET SOLAR ON YOUR ROOFTOP

SOLAR TICK: Maxwell and Faye Palmer from Nyah with their new solar system.

Solar installations delivered by the not-for-
profi t Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance 
(CVGA)
High quality solar and batteries at 
competitive prices. These systems are 
available at competitive rates due to the 
Council and CVGA’s not-for-profi t partnership.

Assistance with paperwork to claim State 
Government solar rebates for householders 

and farmers, and to access State Government 
interest free loans for solar.
Local installers, ensuring good back-up 
service and local job creation
Community benefits, with a number of 
free solar systems for community groups. 
Applications for the fi rst free 5.94kw solar 
system are open until 18 December. Visit the 
Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy website for details.

Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy offers:
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GUIDED SWAN HILL ART GALLERY 
TOURS
Free and entertaining weekly Swan Hill Art 
Gallery tours will provide valuable insights 
into current exhibitions. Simply turn up a 
little before 2pm on any Sunday to meet 
your guide.

DECEMBER

15 December
COMMUNITY CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Free community event at the Swan Hill 
Soundshell at Riverside Park from 6pm-
8.30pm

31 December
NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATIONS IN 
RIVERSIDE PARK
A family focused event featuring live music, 
children’s activities, food vans and fi reworks 
at 9.30pm and midnight.
6pm-12.15am

JANUARY

1 January
SES DUCK RACE
The event will be held at Riverside Park 
Swan Hill from 2pm.

26 January
AUSTRALIA DAY BREAKFAST
6.30am-9.30am 
40th anniversary

FEBRUARY

15 and 16 February
VOYAGE FITNESS RIVERSIDE TRI
Swim, ride and run along the scenic Murray 
River and Pioneer Settlement.
All ages and fi tness levels welcome.
Includes a mini-tri for kids, and a new event 
for 2020 - a 21km fun run.
Start and fi nish at the Riverside Park, Swan 
Hill.

MARCH

6 – 8 March
ROBINVALE / EUSTON SKI RACE
The Robinvale Euston 80 Ski Race has 
been an annual event held over the long 
weekend in March for 30 years starting at 
the Robinvale Riverside Caravan Park.
The event begins on Friday and concludes 
on Sunday afternoon with over 150 boats 
and over 600 competitors.

28 March 
SWAN HILL HARMONY DAY
From 4pm – 8pm at Riverside Park
Great family day to celebrate the diversity of 
our community! 
Multicultural community celebration with 
food, performances and children’s activities.

All school holidays
Range of craft activities

Monday, 2 December to Friday, 31 January
Summer reading club

Thursday, 2 January 2020 to
Sunday, 26 January 2020

The creation station

Monday, 6, 13 and 20 January 2020
Minecraft and virtual reality

Tuesday, 7 January 2020
2pm, No-bake chocolate and coconut balls

Wednesday, 8, 15 and 22 January 2020
2pm-4.30pm

Lego competitions

Friday, 10 January 2020
2pm, Super Spheros

Tuesday, 14 January 2020
2pm, Lego Stop Motion workshop

Thursday, 16 January 2020
2pm, Djembe Drum making

Friday, 17 January 2020
2pm, Farming fun with Pint Size play

Friday, 17 January  2020
Animals of oz

Monday, 20 January 2020
10am, Busy bees with Pint Size Play

Thursday, 23 January 2020
1pm – 4pm

Mini Meeples Come-and-try games

Friday, 24 January 2020
2pm, Super heros

KEEP THE KIDS ENTERTAINED THESE HOLIDAYS

SWAN HILL REGIONAL LIBRARY
For more information:
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au
www.facebook.com/swanhilllibrary
Phone 5036 2480

PIONEER
SETTLEMENT

SWAN HILL
JANUARY
VACATION CARE

For more information:
pioneersettlement.com.au
facebook.com/swanhillpioneersettlement
Phone 5036 2410

For more information:
www.swanhill.vic.gov.au
Rebecca Carmichael on
0418 558 994

SWAN HILL 
REGIONAL
ART GALLERY

For more information:
gallery.swanhill.vic.gov.au
facebook.com/
swanhillregionalartgallery
Phone 5036 2430

Swan Hill Regional Art 
Gallery will host art 

workshops for children 
aged six to 12.

These are usually held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for 
about one hour, but please 

check the Gallery’s Facebook 
page for details as the 

holidays get closer. 

There will also be NGV Kids 
On Tour activities for younger 

children all holidays.

We’d love to see you there!

Monday, 6 January to Friday, 10 January 8am-6pm

Monday, 6 January to Friday, 10 January 8am-6pm

Monday, 6 January to Friday, 10 January 8am-6pm

• Paper bead making • Pool excursion • Dance • Fun with slime

• African drums • Pool and waterslide excursion
• Big 4 excursion • Fun with puppets

• Talent show • Yoga • Subway • Movie

Horse and cart rides

Vintage car rides

Blacksmith 
demonstration

Pioneer School

Photo parlour

Print shop

Butter making

Rope making

Steam workshop

Tractorvation

Model Paddle
Steamers

TWO local sisters have gained 
their probationary licences thanks 
to driving experience through the 
TAC L2P program. 

Before joining the program Rhian 
and Danika Tants didn’t know how 
or when they were going to be able 
to clock up the hours needed to 
get their P Plates. 

Danika said she met her driv-
ing mentor Nellie during a school 
event.

“I was telling Nellie how diffi cult it 
was to get my learner driver hours 
up and Nellie told me about the 
TAC L2P program. She had just be-
come a new mentor,” Danika said.

“Having a sister 15 months older 
than me, along with parents who 
do shift work and late nights, made 
it almost impossible to get both of 
our learner driver hours up.

“The TAC L2P program changed 
all of that for me, as well as reduc-
ing the family pressure and fuel 
expenses.”

“I was able to get my P Plates 
on my 18th birthday, s omething I 
never thought possible.”

TAC L2P Program Offi cer Ross 
Palmer said it was these kinds of 
stories that drove home the impor-
tance of the program. 

“As their mentor, you get a real 
sense of pride looking back at how 
far they’ve come, seeing their con-
fi dence grow and now on the road 
with a new found freedom. 

“I can’t encourage local com-
munity members enough to think 
about becoming a mentor. Be-
cause speaking from personal 
experience, it really is incredibly 
rewarding.”

In the past 12 months, 19 learner 
drivers have successfully gained 
their probationary licence through 
their involvement in the Swan Hill 
TAC L2P program.

This was possible thanks to dedi-
cated volunteer mentors, and sup-
porters like Swan Hill and Kerang 
Toyota, and Council.

For more information on the 
program, or if you’re interested 
in becoming a mentor, visit www.
swanhill.vic.gov.au or contact Ross 
Palmer on 5036 2380.

SISTERS SUCCEED WITH L2P

Activities delivered daily from
Saturday, 21 December to Sunday, 26 January

Highlights include:
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