
 

 

 

 

 

 

From 11.59pm on Wednesday 5th August Stage 3 restrictions were put in place for Regional Victoria. In line with this 
decision, Road Safety Victoria required all L2P driving practice and mentor training to be suspended until further 
notice. Thank you for your support and understanding with this difficult decision. 

The TAC L2P Driver 
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Did you know? 

TAC are aiming to reduce the 
road toll to zero. You can be 
part of the solution - drive 
safely TOWARDS ZERO. 

Newsletter -  Winter 2020 

TAC L2P Update - Robinvale 
On Thursday 25 June local student Ethan Pulvermueller obtained his 
Probationary Licence in Swan Hill after a long wait due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Ethan is one of many participants in the L2P Program who has successfully 
gained his P plates. 

The TAC L2P program started in the Robinvale 
district with a pilot program during the 2018/19 
financial year. In the past 12 months the TAC 
L2P program has been operating in the 
Robinvale region on a permanent basis. Key 
highlights of the program include: 

 27 Learner Drivers having an active               
involvement in the program during the  
12-month period. 

 Six mentors registered and trained. 

 A dedicated vehicle permanently based in 
Robinvale thanks to sponsorship from Swan 
Hill & Kerang Toyota. 

 Strong community support for the program, 
in particular Robinvale College, the Clontarf 
Foundation and Victorian Police. 
 Sponsorship/support from  businesses and 
community organisations such as Robinvale 
Golf Club, Robinvale Community Aid and 
Robinvale Op Shop. 

 



Congratulations Ruby! 
Ruby Moseley joined the L2P Program in April 2019 and successfully obtained her 
probationary licence in July. During this period Ruby drove with several mentors in the 
program, including Tony Waldron who mentored Ruby over the past seven months, helping 
her obtain her Ps. 

Ruby was asked to describe her experience with the TAC L2P program: 

Ruby Moseley 

I initially applied to join the L2P program in Bendigo because I moved out of home at the 
age of 16 to study VCE at a bigger school. Coming from a small town I felt there was more       
opportunities in Bendigo however unfortunately, gaining driving    experience and hours 
wasn't one of them. I heard of the L2P     program through my school and applied to join. 
Unfortunately I never got the chance to do it.  

Once I moved back to Swan Hill I had to get my license due to things happening in my life 
but still didn't have the opportunities to gain hours or experience in my life. My partner was 
only on his Ps and my family still lived an hour away and I couldn't afford to gain over 100 
hours through driving lessons since I am just a student. I found out that Swan Hill also had 
an L2P program through Headspace and I applied, the wait time wasn't very long and I was  
accepted and excited to start! 

Getting my Ps was a real pivotal point in my life for me. I was so independent in other areas 
of my life and this was one area that I felt like I could finally be truly independent. Living in 
the Mallee without a license is kind of hard and being able to drive makes me feel so much 
more freedom. Driving used to make me very anxious so being able to fulfil a massive goal 
of mine despite barriers with the huge help and support makes me feel like I can achieve 
anything, and that help is available for me! 

Two of the best parts of the L2P program were my 
mentor Tony, and Kelvin from KdrivingSchool. I really 
got to know them because learning to drive made me 
feel very anxious and vulnerable but we also spent a lot 
of time together to get me to this point! They were very 
kind, patient and understanding, and whilst I was very 
happy to get my Ps, I was kind of sad to see the end of 
that chapter! 

My advice to anyone considering the program is to just 
enquire, you might be eligible and it's worth the shot. If 
you feel like everything is standing in the way of getting 
your Ps then definitely apply, if you join the program 
then stick with it! I dreaded my lessons at first, it was 
such a anxious hour but I had to do it to get to the point 
where I felt confident and capable, and if I just gave up 
then I wouldn't be at this point.  

Thanks, Ruby 



 

Interview with a Mentor 
Tony Waldron joined the TAC L2P Program in October 2013 and has been involved 
(when not overseas or on holidays) ever since. He has mentored five different learners 
and has driven in excess of 120 hours in the program. Tony describes his involvement 
in the program: 

Tony Waldron 

Why did you join the L2P program as a volunteer mentor?  

I was semi retired from being a teacher and chaplain and met the coordinator of L2P 
(another former teacher) who said he needed further volunteers. So I had time and interest, 
was willing to do the training and take on young learners. 
  

What's the most enjoyable part of your role as a mentor? 

Obviously eventually seeing them pass their test is great. However along the way their                                        
progress and confidence grows in driving and often in life in general. It is lovely to see                                       
them over the years in their jobs or in the supermarket and say G'day. 
  

What would you say to anyone thinking of becoming a mentor? 

It can be very rewarding, but with learners needing to gain 120 hours behind the wheel                                                     
you need to be in for the long haul too. 
  

When did you join the L2P program? 

October 2013 
 

How many learner drivers have you mentored in this time? 

Five 
 

Can you describe any changes you’ve witnessed in your Learner Driver since com-
mencing the mentoring role?  

Confidence grows in their driving as the sessions increase in skills and challenge. Over time 
and once relaxed behind the wheel, friendly chats ensue on how they are going in life in gen-
eral. In a rural country town having your drivers licence really is helpful for employment and 
ease of general movement so it is great to see these young folk go about driving in a safe 
and legal manner. 



 

Are you interested 
in becoming a 
Swan Hill L2P 
sponsor? 
 

Your business will be 
recognised as a sponsor 
with advertising on the L2P 
car and in this L2P Driver 
newsletter.  

Please contact Ross 
Palmer on 5036 2380 for 
further details.  

Online Gateway and Health Information 

SMG Health’s Wellbeing Gateway is the key to better wellbeing. Access to the gateway is 
available to every member  and provides information on important health issues, including 
both mental and physical health. We take an integrated holistic approach to health and pro-
vide the content needed to improve wellness and live life to the very fullest.                

To make an appointment contact SMG Health 

 Phone : 1800 273 865  Email: areuok@smghealth.com.au 

Mentor Assistance Program 
 

The Mentor Assistance Program (MAP) is a 
free confidential service for current mentors 
involved in the TAC L2P Program. 
There is access to support allowing 
discussion of any work or personal issues 
that may be impacting wellbeing , workplace 
moral and psychological health. 
SMG Health help to explore issues, discuss 
options and develop skills to realise positive 
change with issues such as: 
 Managing stress 
 Anxiety and depression 
 Conflict at work or home 
 Grief and bereavement 
 Coping with change 
 Financial or legal issues 
 Alcohol or drug concerns 
 Relationship and marital problems 
 Elder care issues 
 Work or career issues 
 Work life balance 

RUOK?  Day L2P Mentor Event 
In recognition of R U OK? Day, the Department of Transport and SMG Health will 
hold a wellness session for L2P Mentors.   

We want our mentors to feel they can talk about life’s ups and downs and 

access support if they need it.  

During the session mentors will have the opportunity to learn about the Mentor 
Assistance Program, hear  from a SMG Health practitioner, and ask questions.  

Mentors can register to attend by via the link below. 

When: 10 September 2020 

Time: 10am to 11am 

Register: https://tacl2pmentorevent.eventbrite.com.au 

Mentors will receive an email confirmation 1 week prior to the event with the Zoom 
online meeting link. 

For queries, please contact the Department of Transport at L2P@roads.vic.gov.au. 

Thank you for your commitment to the TAC L2P Program and we hope you enjoy the 
event. 



P Plate success 
Congratulations to the following learner drivers (and their mentors) who have 
experienced the fantastic achievement of obtaining their probationary 

Learner driver Mentor Achieved 

Ethan Pulvermueller Ross Palmer...Robinvale June 20 

Michael Gardner Darryl Nicholson July 20 

Ruby Moseley Tony Waldron July 20 

John Whitchurch Clive Brown July 20 

Nathaniel Hohmann Clive Brown Aug 20 

Amber Gascoyne Robbie Gray Aug 20 

Good luck, P’s test soon!  

Thomas Emery Clive Brown  

Bec Jones Ross Palmer/Will Burns  

Shannon Arch Robert Hayes  

Tameka Bickford Clive Brown                                                                          

The TAC L2P Program thanks the following 
organisations for their support and  

sponsorship: 


