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The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 
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AFTER a brief re-opening, the Pioneer Settle-
ment has once again closed its doors to the 
public due to COVID-19 restrictions.

During the fi rst closure period staff leapt at 
the opportunity to perform improvements and 
maintenance to the site, and this time will be 
no different.

“Over 40 buildings received a freshen up dur-
ing the fi rst closure - but there’s always more 
that can be done to give the old girl a bit of a 
lift,” dedicated staff member Paul Rovere said.

Pioneer Settlement staff have sanded, paint-
ed, dusted, cleaned out and organised build-
ings over the past few months and are looking 
forward to getting the Swan Hill tourist attrac-
tion in tip-top shape for when it reopens.

Pictured clockwise-
• Paul Rovere paints the Kaniera West School
• Old gaol
• Wood turners
• Heartbeat of the Murray laser light show
• Main street
• Main street buildings
• Inside the Towaninnie homestead
• Kaniera West School

We encourage locals to pop-in and admire 
the Pioneer Settlement’s make-over when they 
reopen again to the public.

Keep an eye out for updates at pioneerset-
tlement.com.au.

BEHIND THE SCENES...
AT THE PIONEER SETTLEMENT



UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
>> 23 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 8.30am* >> 27 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 6pm

>> 18 July, Swan Hill Town Hall at 4pm >> 15 August, Robinvale Community Centre 
at 4pm

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Central Ward
Deputy Mayor

CR ANN YOUNG
0409 503 711
ann.young@swanhill.vic.gov.au

My time as a new Councillor has been very interesting 
and rewarding. I have attended many community events, 
meetings and spoken to many groups along the way.

I stood for Council as I felt that it can be a pathway 
into having input into different areas of influence, plus 
representing the views of ratepayers, community and the 
many different sectors of business and industry. And I have 
been encouraged by what I have seen and been involved 
in so far.  

Until you get onto Council you can never be fully aware 
of what is involved in all the processes and the different 
connections that occur. 

There is lots of reading of documents that are presented 
to Councillors to allow informed decisions to be made and 
this is quite time consuming.  

Councillors also need to understand the many different 
representative bodies and organisations that feed into local, 
regional, state and federal policy area. 

Central Ward

CR LEA JOHNSON
0487 770 456
lea.johnson@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was a few months ago now, but I want to take this 
opportunity to thank and congratulate the organisers of the 
75th anniversary celebrations for the Lake Boga flying boat 
repair depot. 

The whole weekend was an incredible success, drawing 
huge crowds to the lake. And entertainment aside the 
celebrations showcased our region to hundreds of visitors 
and provided a welcome boost to our local economy. Well 
done to everyone involved. 

Another very important event for our community was the 
launch of the Koori Family Violence Police Protocols (KFVPP) 
at the Swan Hill Police Station in April.

Aimed at strengthening responses to incidents of family 
violence in Aboriginal communities in Swan Hill, these 
protocols are a partnership between Victoria Police, the 
Department of Justice, the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Aboriginal community.

Family violence is a problem that needs to be tackled by 
our entire community and these organisations joining forces 
to combine their services is a fantastic step. 

Central Ward

CR CHRIS JEFFERY
0429 447 802
chris.jeffery@swanhill.vic.gov.au

A lot has happened over the last few weeks and a number 
of key decisions made.

We have finalised plans for the Swan Hill Riverside Park 
$1.2 million development (Active Play Precinct Plan) which 
includes a new skate park, kids adventure play park, active 
play areas, landscaping, shade and seating.

Soon we will see the completion of the final four bus 
shelters in Swan Hill - Thurla, Chapman, Palaroo and Werril 
streets.  We will also seek funding for new shelter on High 
Street near Swan Hill District Health and are continuing to 
work with VicRoads and Public Transport Victoria for a new 
bus shelter on McCallum Street.

Council also recently decided to cover a shortfall in 
funding for the Catalina Flying Boat Museum project in Lake 
Boga. This project includes a new cafe for 100 people, new 
children’s play equipment, car park and footpaths.

All these projects will be of great benefit to our community 
and I look forward to seeing them come to fruition.

Murray Mallee Ward

CR GARY NORTON
0428 398 981
gary.norton@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was great to see a number of roads graded in the Murray 
Mallee Ward recently including around Nyah, Nyah West, 
Chinkapook and Wood Wood. Council’s Roads Team do 
a great job rolling out this program and I hope to see them 
back in the area again soon.

It’s also really pleasing to see a couple of projects in Nyah 
West completed in the last few months.

The new footpaths and pedestrian crossings have been 
a welcomed addition by the community. They not only 
look great but provide a safer link between the post office, 
preschool and primary school.

I’ve also been receiving a lot of positive feedback about 
the new entrance to the Nyah West Cemetery. Council and 
the Nyah West Cemetery Trust worked together to seal the 
road entering and inside the cemetery.  This has not only 
improved the appearance of the cemetery, but provides 
safer and easier access.

Robinvale Ward

CR JOHN KATIS
0459 077 532
john.katis@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was absolutely fantastic to receive news that the Victorian 
State Budget included funding for the Robinvale Community 
Hub.

This support from the government means a lot to myself 
and the residents of Robinvale. It means we will have another 
state-of-the-art, multi-use facility to educate our children. It 
means we will have a static library for all members of our 
community to enjoy. And it means that the State Government 
believes in investing in Robinvale.

Adding to this, the construction for the Robinvale Early 
Learning Centre is planned for the end of the year. These 
two projects will go hand-in-hand, improving our education 
facilities and providing easier access to a wide range of 
services that will now be under the one umbrella.

So to everyone involved, I want to say thank you. From 
ideas to advocating to submitting the funding application - 
this is a true group effort and I cannot wait to see this project 
get underway.

I recently had the pleasure of touring the 
municipality with Her Excellency Linda Dessau AC  
Governor of Victoria.

Over a day and a half we visited farms, schools, 
museums and community organisations, ate 
some delicious local produce and met with 
community leaders. During which I felt a real 
sense of pride showcasing what our municipality 
has to offer.

However, one of the biggest positives I took from 
the tour was being able to take the time to visit 
some incredible, historic and innovative places.

We saw machines at Select Harvest in Robinvale 
that will convert almond waste into power to run 
their factory. We were escorted from one building 
to another by an incredibly talented brass band 
at the Robinvale College. We took a look inside 
the lab at Andrew Peace Wines, where wines are 
tested for enzyme levels as different countries 
have varying requirements when importing. And 

we learned about some state-of-the-art farming 
innovations at Kilter Rural.

It really was incredible and a great reminder of 
how much our region is growing and progressing 
and I encourage all locals to become a tourist in 
your own town and check out some of these sites 
and tourist attractions.

STILL TIME TO HAVE YOUR SAY
Last month the 2017-21 Council Plan and the 
2017/18 draft budget were released for public 
comment.

Both firsts for the new Council, these documents 
represent months of hard work, tough calls, the 
vision we have for our municipality and an action 
plan for how to achieve that.

The four-year Council Plan sets out five key focus 
areas - economic growth, community enrichment, 
infrastructure, governance and leadership, and the 
environment.

The 2017/18 budget is closely aligned to 
these themes, featuring new initiatives, exciting 
infrastructure development and ongoing service 
delivery.

For example in 2017/18, Council plans to spend 
$16.88 million on infrastructure projects.

We will also spend more than $46 million to 
operate Council and deliver community services 
ranging from maternal and child health and 
the arts, to economic development, animal 
management and parks maintenance.

The new Council has worked hard to achieve 
this within the State Government rate cap of 2 per 
cent and I believe we have delivered a budget that 
is both practical and delivers for our communities.

The budget and Council Plan are now over to 
you, our community, for comment. You can make 
a comment online at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/
yoursay or write to us. Public comment will be 
open until 19 June.

GOVERNOR’S VISIT TO REGION

CR LES MCPHEE
Mayor
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@swanhill.vic.gov.au

All members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings.  
Agendas are available at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au in the days leading up to the meeting.

*Special Council meetings will also be held from time to time.
Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au for details or check local media.

CONTACT 
COUNCIL
Swan Hill Business Centre 
45 Splatt Street  
Swan Hill VIC 3585 
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

Robinvale Resource Centre 
68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without 
flaw or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any 
loss or other consequences which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

Both offices are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
Email :  counci l@swanhi l l .vic.gov.au
PO Box 488, Swan Hi l l  VIC 3585

Central Ward

CR BILL MOAR
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

I would describe my first six months of being a Councillor as an 
enjoyable challenge. 

I have attended many community meetings, openings 
and events, and met many residents of our municipality that 
I wouldn’t otherwise had the chance to interact with before 
becoming a Councillor.

Some of the highlights have been the development of Council’s 
four year plan, the budget formulation process, involvement in 
the various committees and forums such as The Loddon Mallee 
Waste Resource and Recovery Forum, The Murray Darling 
Association, Livestock Exchange Group, Agricultural Advisory 
Committee and the Economic Development Unit. It has been 
an awesome experience learning of all the work that goes on 
behind the scenes and the background knowledge required to 
make informed decisions.

In regard to Council’s four year plan and 2017/18 budget, 
these two documents are created with the community and the 
future of our region in mind. And that is why I want to encourage 
residents to read them, to ask questions if there is something 
you don’t understand and to make a submission if you think we 
have missed something or there’s an area we need to address. 
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Robinvale Ward

CR JADE BENHAM
0436 804 012
jade.benham@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
I’D like to thank everyone in our 
community for their vigilance and 
understanding during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The pandemic has 
disrupted lives, hurt businesses and 
generally caused chaos. 

We’re certainly not out of the woods 
yet. At the time of writing, Melbourne 
had started Stage 4 restrictions, 
while regional Victoria had returned 
to Stage 3 restrictions. The wearing 
of a face covering when outside your 
home is also now mandatory.

This is a reminder that we must still 
all remain alert. Please continue to 
stay safe by keeping your distance 

when you’re out, wearing a face 
covering, washing your hands well 
and regularly, and stay home if you 
are unwell. Please also ensure you 
get tested if you show any symptoms, 
no matter how mild. 

For up-to-date information on 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) and current 
restrictions, visit the Department of 
Health and Human Services webpage 
www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 

On the ground, Council has been 
continuing with its regular works 
program as well as delivering some 
great projects for our communities.  

These projects include the Swan Hill 

Stadium upgrade, walking paths at 
Lake Boga, upgrades to Nyah netball 
courts, cricket nets at Swan Hill and 
Robinvale, and more. You can read 
more about these projects and others 
in this edition of the newsletter. 

The design of the Robinvale 
Riverfront Masterplan has also 
commenced. The masterplan area 
covers a two-kilometre stretch of 
the river frontage, concentrating on 
key areas including Centenary Park, 
Robin Street, Robinvale Community 
Centre and along the river from the 
Robinvale Euston Bridge to Smythe 
Road. 

Projects-wise, Council’s 2020/21 
budget also provides much to 
look forward to, such as the 
implementation of community 
plans and delivery of Vibrant 
Villages projects (Woorinen, Ultima, 
Manangatang, Lake Boga, Boundary 
Bend, Piangil, Beverford, Nyah and 
Nyah West). 

Other projects earmarked in the 
budget include the delivery of Swan 
Hill’s new iconic “Our Place” building, 
the long-anticipated Robinvale levee 
project and Pira Road reconstruction 
in Nyah (a Roads to Recovery 
project). 

CR BILL MOAR
Mayor
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without fl aw or is wholly 
appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any loss or other consequences which 
may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

Both offi ces are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm.

Swan Hill Business Centre
45 Splatt Street
Swan Hill VIC 3585
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

Robinvale Resource Centre
68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

UPCOMING
COUNCIL MEETINGS

18 AUGUST, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 2PM

15 SEPTEMBER, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 2PM

20 OCTOBER, SWAN HILL TOWN HALL 2PM

Please note: Meetings are currently closed to the public in compliance
with the government’s COVID-19 restrictions.

Meetings will be live-streamed on Council’s website www.swanhill.vic.gov.au
so that members of the community can watch the meeting in progress.

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
COUNCIL@SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
PO BOX 488, SWAN HILL VIC 3585

CONTACT
COUNCIL

Lakes Ward

CR LES McPHEE
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR LEA JOHNSON
0487 770 456
lea.johnson@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR ANN YOUNG
0409 503 711
ann.young@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

Central Ward

CR CHRIS JEFFERY
0429 447 802
chris.jeffery@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

EVERY year Councillors are required to adopt an annual budget, at 
the Council Meeting in July the 2020/2021 budget was adopted.  
As with previous budgets Councillors continue to ensure any rate 
rise is kept to a minimum, with this budget having an average rate 
rise of 1.86% which is below the State Government’s Rate Cap. In 
refl ecting back over the last term of Council there has been many 
projects completed right throughout the municipality.  Of recent times 
there has been two very controversial issues discussed by Council, 
being the location of ‘Our Place’ and the possibility of a fl ying school 
being established at the Aerodrome. All issues discussed at Council 
have many differing views both for and against the issue, we all 
must respect these different views.  Councillors must take all views 
into consideration along with all available information then make a 
decision which each Councillor believes is in the best interest of the 
municipality. I will be nominating for the upcoming council elections 
and encourage anyone interested in being a Councillor to nominate 
in the upcoming election. I would like to thank the community for the 
support I have received during my time as a Councillor.

COUNCIL elections have once again rolled around, only this year 
they will be slightly different with ward boundaries removed for the 
fi rst time. This will mean that candidates will be elected based on 
the total number of votes they receive – and not which ward they 
are from.  Candidates will also be required to undertake mandatory 
training, information on this can be found at VEC. I would like to take 
this opportunity to encourage women to get in contact regarding what 
may be involved in running for Council. After much consultation the 
Our Place building will go ahead – this is a fabulous outcome and will 
ensure an exciting future for the Swan Hill community. While at times 
these discussions were robust and somewhat challenging I am proud 
to be a part of such a passionate community, and the work that has 
been done to arrive at this decision. Input is welcome and encouraged 
from the community with all opportunities to provide feedback posted 
to the ‘Have your say’ page on Council’s website. Some other great 
achievements this year include completion of the active play park, 
removal of library book overdue fees and footpath works around town.

THE current virus situation has made things diffi cult for everyone.  
Increase in mental health issues has been alarming for all areas 
and regions.  We need to be looking at the positives within our 
communities including support of local business and those 
suffering, staying fi t and healthy and planning for the future.

Life goes on - broadacre and horticultural crops are growing, 
pruning is well underway and blossoms are starting to appear.  We 
are very lucky when compared to the Melbourne area.

We have a wonderful riverfront development that is utilised every 
day by the community.  The Council is working on a linkage across 
to the central business area, to get the bridge issue fi nalised, 
beautifi cation of the Robinvale Riverfront, provision of facilities in 
our rural communities and many other initiatives. 

Thank you to people who provided feedback on the issues 
confronting Council. Councillors review all information in relating 
to particular issues and make a decision.  Those on social media 
need to be mindful of new laws of defamation and this is particular 
relevant to groups as well as individuals. Local government 
elections are coming up and I am still undecided about whether to 
restand.  My decision will be made soon. 

COUNCIL elections are getting closer and I would encourage anyone 
that is passionate about our region to think about throwing their hat in 
the ring. There are many elements involved in becoming a Councillor 
so make sure you do your research and get an understanding of our 
Council.
It’s undoubtedly been a busy few months and 2020 has proven to be 
a year like never before. I wish to highlight the resilience shown by 
our communities during the current pandemic and the strength our 
business community has shown during these diffi cult times. It’s been 
impressive to witness the creative and innovative ways that local 
businesses have adapted in the current economic environment.
Throughout the year Council has had a number of controversial items 
put before them - Councillors have continued to work hard aiming at 
all times to achieve the best outcome for our municipality.
Finally, as the election looms forward please don’t forget to ensure 
your vote counts. If you’ve recently relocated, make sure your address 
has been updated with the VEC, you can check or update your details 
online at: https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/Enrolment/HowToEnrol.html

Murray Mallee Ward

CR NICOLE McKAY
0436 299 842
nicole.mckay@
swanhill.vic.gov.au

OUR communities have been taking on the COVID-19 challenges 
and so far coming up trumps. Many organisations have introduced 
work practices that have protected staff, patients, customers and our 
region. So far our infection rate has been minimal. We are fortunate  
many of our businesses are essential and have continued to function. 
However, the hospitality and retail sectors have borne the brunt of 
reduced hours and the sacrifi ce and stress. This is where the greatest 
risks are and where the greatest support is required. We can help by 
buying locally. Whether it be in person or online we can support local 
businesses and assist them to recover. Recently issues have arisen in 
Council, from potential industrial pilot training to the new Art Gallery/
Visitor Information Services. The community has shown they care 
deeply about their region and engage with the democratic process 
on issues they see as important. We are feeling a renewed sense 
of gratitude for our rural way of life, generally safe and free. This is 
the silver lining of the current circumstances. We are appreciating 
the lifestyle positives of living in the country. This attitude will assist 
recovery in our region. After all, the economists say, optimism and 
positivity are one of the best drivers of growth.

The blossoms are starting to appear along with the beehives, it 
must be almost Spring!
Robinvale has seen an infl ux of beekeepers and beehives over the 
past week and that will continue into the next couple of weeks as 
well which just adds to the activity happening in the Robinvale area 
right now.
Whitfi elds Excavations have commenced landscaping works to 
fi nish off the Bromley Road project, the Community Library is 
looking amazing, the new netball court project has been pegged 
out, as has the Ronald Street sub-division and we wait on word 
from the State Government as to whether we can get excited about 
an extension to our leisure centre anytime soon.
There is so much happening right now in Robinvale it’s hard to 
catch your breath, and we don’t have any plans on stopping now!



A TONNE OF BOOKS
Two-and-a-half year old Panav 
Khehra loves books. Books 
about animals, especially 
elephants, and nursery rhymes 
are his favourites.

He is one of 40 children signed 
up to the 1000 Books Before 
School campaign at Swan Hill 
Regional Library and has already 
reached the 500 mark.

The statewide campaign 
encourages parents and their 
children to read aloud, and aim 
to read 1000 books before a 
child turns five.

Cultural Development and 
Libraries Manager Camille 
Cullinan said the program would 
make such a huge difference to 
many children’s lives.

“We would absolutely love to have every child in our region between the age of zero and five 
registered for this program,” she said.

“It is very simple - parents just help their children record each time they have a story read to 
them. This includes stories read at storytime sessions in the library, at kinder, playgroup and at 
home.

“There are small incentives as children reach reading milestones – like pencils, magnets and 
bag tags. And after reading 1000 books with their parents, children receive a certificate and a gift.

“But more importantly they have been given a wonderful foundation to enter school, a positive 
attitude to reading and literacy skills to help them succeed.”

It’s something that Panav’s mum Kiranjeet agrees with.
“When Panav was born I started reading him little books and he’s attracted to books now. 

Whoever asks me, I tell them that books should be given at an early age,” she said.
Kiranjeet and Panav visit the Library whenever they can. But the family, including dad Amolak 

and older brother Sahal, read a lot at home too. According to Kiranjeet, their neighbours have 
even realised Panav’s passion and give him books as gifts.

“If I could give him enough time he would read 10, 20 books a day,” she said.
Kiranjeet says that while the family speaks Punjabi at home, Panav is quickly picking up English 

too, and so many books has helped with this.
“He likes animal books… he knows all the animal names,” she said.
“And all the poems and rhymes he was just saying, now he is picking up the rhyme books, he 

wants to know what is going on and visually see the pictures.”
To find out more about the 1000 Books Before School campaign and to sign up, visit 

Swan Hill Regional Library or the mobile library when it visits your town.

RIVERFRONT GETS ACTIVE
Story continued from page 1
Councillors voted at their May meeting to release the adventure play concept plans to the public. 
The initial concept includes some of the latest play equipment, sand play and net bridges, all set 
amongst natural play elements like logs, rocks and plants.

A tender has also been awarded to Convic Design to design and construct the new skate 
park near the adventure play area.

“Through the Swan Hill Riverfront Masterplan, the community made it clear that the skate park 
and its location was really important, as was a new play area for children of all ages, and those 
young at heart,” Cr McPhee said.

Open house meetings will be held to discuss the play and skate park plans, to get input from 
community members. There will also be updates in local media, on Council’s website and through 
Council’s social media channels.

“So keep an eye out and please get involved – we would love for the wider Swan Hill community 
to continue giving us ideas and input into the future of our beautiful riverfront,” Cr McPhee said.

A total of $2.23 million is forecast to be spent on Swan Hill riverfront redevelopment projects 
in Council’s draft 2017/18 budget.

CARING FOR YOUR KIDS
With school holidays just 
around the corner, Council’s 
Outside of School Hours 
(OOSH) program is gearing 
up for a fun-filled, educational 
and exciting two weeks.

Offering high-quality child 
care for primary school-
aged children in a safe, fun 
environment, OOSH has 
a strong focus on positive 
learning results tailored to 
meet the needs and interests 
of children and their families.

As well as providing a focus 
on high-quality care based on 
individual children, this term’s 
program will include dance 
classes, ten pin bowling, mini 
golf and lots more.

Counc i l ’s  Ch i ldren’s 
Services Team Leader 
Rebecca Carmichael said 
the program provided an 
affordable and flexible 
childcare option to families in 
the Swan Hill region.

“The beauty of our program is the ability 
to plan around individual children, not just a 
group,” Ms Carmichael said.

“And that means we can focus on children’s 
identity, wellbeing and communication, their 
community and positive learning outcomes 
through creative, fun recreational play 
experiences.

“We offer qualified, caring and understanding 
staff, who recognise the importance of building 
relationships with children, families and the 
community in respect to their changing needs.

Achieving high quality status through the 
accreditation process in accordance with the 
National Quality Assessment and Rating and 
reflecting the Early Years Learning Framework, 
parents and carers are also able to access 
the Child Care Benefit through the Family 
Assistance Office or Centrelink to reduce 
childcare fees.

Bookings for the July Vacation Program 
close 23 June. For more information, or 

to book care, contact Bec Carmichael on 
0418 558 994.

BRIGHTER PARK FUTURE: Mayor Les McPhee chats to Swan Hill resident Kath Elston, 
with her children Stella and Leo, at Riverside Park.

MOBILE LIBRARY 
REVIEW
How we deliver our public library services is 
changing. With new technology constantly 
emerging, how we access information for 
personal and professional use, and where 
we live all influence how we use libraries.

With all of this in mind, the Swan Hill 
Regional Library Service is reviewing the 
mobile library service to see how library 
services to our smaller townships can be 
improved.

Operating since 1958, the mobile library 
has adapted many times since then - with 
different vehicle designs, staffing models 
and even routes that have changed many 
times over the years.

The introduction of the Internet allowed 
residents of remote towns access to 
information quicker than ever before.

Council is thinking about the future, 
and the review is intended to consult with 
residents and library users to develop 
different options for Council to consider.

Some factors Council will need to 
consider include:

• Declining usage of the current mobile
library service, and the closure of
some primary schools.

• Neighbouring councils that purchase
library services from Swan Hill are also 
reviewing their communities’ library
services.

• Confirmation of $3.4 million funding
from the Victorian State Government
for a community library to be
developed in Robinvale. This static
library will be able to provide a broader 
range of library services to Robinvale
and the surrounding communities.

• The existing mobile library prime
mover and trailer are nearing the end
of their expected lifespans.

The aim of the review is to ensure 
communities in the Council area are 
provided the opportunity to have their say, 
and to inform Council on the most effective 
library service into the future.

If you would like to have your say,  
a survey is available from the 

mobile library or online at  
www.library.swanhill.vic.gov.au.

The program runs during term holidays 
from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday 
(except public holidays, the last week of 
December and the first week of January).

Children can attend the program for 
full or half days, daily or weekly or on a 
casual basis.  Half days are in blocks of 
five hours.

All meals are provided, including any 
dietary needs.

Activities during the program vary 
depending on availability of staff, 
weather and other special activities in 
the community at the time.

Some of the many activities children 
can enjoy are:
>>  Swimming >>  Bike riding
>>  Ten pin bowling >>  Dance lessons
>>  Art lessons
>>  Workshops from visiting artists
>> Excursions to movies, Pioneer
Settlement, Steggall Park, Riverside
Park and water parks.

FUNDING SUCCESS: The L2P Program recently received a fantastic funding boost 
after successfully applying for a grant through local employment agency WDEA. L2P 
Program Officer Ross Palmer (pictured left with WDEA Site Manager Jason Davies) 

submitted the application for $5,000 to assist in the everyday operations of the 
program. Approved for the full amount, this money will allow additional learner  
drivers to join the program and to log the 120 hours driving experience required  

to gain their probationary licenses.

LIKE MOTHER, LIKE SON: Kiranjeet and Panav both 
share a love of reading.
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BUDGET RECOGNISES 
CHALLENGING TIMES

COVID-19 RESPONSE, 
RELIEF AND RECOVERY

SWAN Hill Rural City Council’s 2020/21 budget will 
be delivered with a 1.86 per cent average rate rise.

The budget was adopted at Council’s Ordinary 
Meeting on 21 July. 

Mayor Bill Moar said the budget may be revised 
later in the year after the implications of coronavirus 
are better known.

“We need to support local businesses and indi-
viduals, and take into account that our revenue will 
be down due to coronavirus,” Cr Moar said.

“The challenge is that we are still in the middle 
of this pandemic – we do not know what the full 
impacts will be on our local businesses, community 
groups and individuals,” he added.

“We have proposed a reduced rate for commercial 
ratepayers and have worked to keep the overall rate 
increase low, at the same time as maintaining ser-
vices for the community as best we can.”

Cr Moar said the budget included major spending 
on roads and large-scale projects that had either 
received State or Federal funding, or were awaiting 
news of funding applications. 

“In 2020/21 we will spend almost $6 million to 
rebuild and upgrade roads and footpaths. This in-
cludes major reconstruction projects funded through 
the Federal Roads to Recovery program on Camp-
bell Street and Naretha Street in Swan Hill, and Pira 
Road at Nyah West,” he said.

“We will be able to deliver on the much-awaited 
Robinvale levee project and the Robinvale netball 
upgrades. 

“The budget also allocates $510,000 for projects 
in smaller communities across the municipality – 
through their community planning process and from 
the Vibrant Villages project.”

Cr Moar said the budget included a reduced rate 
for commercial ratepayers in Swan Hill and Robin-
vale, who were some of the fi rst and most obvious 
impacted by coronavirus social distancing and re-
strictions. He said Council would also consider ad-
ditional ways to support businesses most affected.

“To assist commercial businesses to recover from 
the effects of the coronavirus pandemic we have im-
plemented a temporary rate reduction. These prop-
erties will have an 11 per cent reduction in average 
rates,” he said.

Dry land farming properties will also benefi t from 
an increase in their discounted rate to compen-
sate for continuing above average property value 
increases.

Rubbish and recycling collection charges will 
increase – primarily due to the increasing cost to 
process recycling - to $335 for a 120 litre garbage 
bin and $508 for a 240 litre garbage bin. The green-
waste collection charge will stay at $95 for those 
who opt in.

MANANGATANG
Manangatang swimming pool
upgrade  ....................................................... $120,000*

LAKE BOGA
Lake Boga equestrian
facility development  ...................................... $81,000*

NYAH DISTRICT
Pira Road reconstruction – 2.4km
from Station Street towards Pira
(a Roads to Recovery project)  ..................... $422,000*
Scoping works to replace water heating
system at Nyah swimming pool  ..................... $20,000

ROBINVALE
Town levee construction  .............................. $900,000*
New netball courts  ...................................... $640,000*
Netball courts lighting  ................................. $370,000*
Renewal of stormwater pipeline
and pump scoping  ......................................... $40,000

SWAN HILL
Our Place building commence
construction  ............................................. $4,250,210*

Upgrading drainage main
Pritchard Street  ............................................ $400,000
Swan Hill Landfi ll upgrades
and compliance work  ................................... $252,000
Swan Hill Motorplex building updates  ........ $200,000*
Swan Hill Aerodrome terminal building
refurbishment, lighting and runway
reconstruction  .......................................... $2,780,000* 
Campbell Street road reconstruction,
from Nyah Road to Pritchard Street
(a Roads to Recovery project) .................... $1,203,700
Naretha Street road reconstruction
(a Roads to Recovery project) ....................... $155,527
Indented car parking spaces on
Yana Street  ..................................................... $60,000

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
Total road upgrades ..................................$5.9 million*
Implementation of community plans
and delivery of Vibrant Villages projects
(Woorinen, Ultima, Manangatang,
Lake Boga, Boundary Bend, Piangil,
Beverford, Nyah and Nyah West)  ................ $445,000*
Library book purchases  ............................... $150,000*

* Indicates total project cost is conditional on external fundingBUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

THE COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted life around 
the world and added a new set of challenges for 
government, businesses, families and the entire 
community. 

In response, Council has approved a number of 
response and relief measures.

These will be implemented in a staged approach 
and more initiatives will be introduced as needed.

Council will focus on continuing to support busi-
ness as well as capital works projects and other 

programs designed to inject money into our local 
economy.

Since COVID-19 started affecting our municipality, 
Council together with Swan Hill Incorporated, Rob-
invale Euston Business Association and individual 
businesses has undertaken a range of actions to 
respond to closures and other business impacts.

This includes a planned recovery process to 
speed up recovery and ensure our business com-
munity can thrive, diversify and reopen.

Give local business your business

Our region has given us a lot 
over the years, now it’s time  
to give back...

Local businesses are adapting 
to coronavirus, and need your 
support.

Together we can give local 
business a chance.

• Give them a call or visit 
their website.

• Call ahead, and pick up or have 
your order delivered.

• Visit your local butcher, baker 
or greengrocer.

• Buy a gift voucher to be 
used later.

• Order takeaway via phone 
or online.

• Search for local businesses 
with online shopping.

Support
your

 locals

WHEN COVID-19 hit the shores of Aus-
tralia earlier this year our local businesses 
found themselves not immune to its ef-
fects. Overwhelmed by current restrictions 
designed to reduce the spread of the virus, 
many local businesses have been once 
again, forced into hibernation - facing their 
own set of consequences to contend with.

Earlier this year Council’s Economic 
Development Unit (EDU) sprung into ac-
tion and contacted local businesses to 
support them to navigate the Victorian 
Government’s Business Support Fund 
and determine eligibility.  A total of 223 
businesses were successful in securing a 
much-needed $10,000 boost to their busi-
nesses.

A ‘Shop Local’ campaign has been 
developed in partnership with Swan Hill 
Incorporated. The campaign includes 
posters for shop window displays, televi-

sion and radio advertisements,  and social 
media promotions. 

The Swan Hill Region Information Cen-
tre continues to keep locals updated with 
restaurant and cafe take-away options 
via their Facebook page (facebook.com/
SwanHillRegionInformationCentre), as 
well as developing the “local knowledge 
section” to keep visitors and locals in-
formed of the treasures in our region; es-
pecially when unable to visit.

In an ever-changing business environ-
ment Council will continue to deliver a 
range of programs through our Economic 
and Community Development depart-
ment to address immediate and longer 
term business needs.  For further informa-
tion businesses are encouraged to sub-
scribed to our monthly business newslet-
ter  or contact the EDU on 5036 2333 or 
ecodev@swanhill.vic.gov.au.

COUNCIL SUPPORTS LOCAL BUSINESS

WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING...

Relief

• Deferring payment of rates for commercial properties, interest free,
until 30 September 2020

• Simplifying the fi nancial hardship application process for ratepayers

• Offering a rent relief package for small businesses in Council-owned 
properties

• Extension of the footpath trading permit for a further 12 months if 
annual fee has already been paid. If the fee has not been paid then no 
fee will be required.

• Free parking from 30 March (time limits still apply)

• Debt recovery deferred until after 30 June 2020

• Refund of booking fees

• Payments to local Council suppliers made weekly rather than monthly 

• Mediation services available from Victorian Small Business Commission

Response

• Business support and access to information
• Tourism marketing
• Give Back campaign – including encouraging people to keep shopping 

locally
• Multi-lingual resources for businesses
• Initial in-person visits around new trading regulations
• Helping businesses with public space and social distancing 
• Promotion of businesses immediately impacted (hospitality sector)

WHAT WE’RE PLANNING...
Recovery
• Planned recovery around business support, advocacy, communication and 

marketing/promotion

• Regular assessment of the business environment 

• Delivering economic development activities as per the annual implementation plan

• Delivering marketing activities within the Swan Hill Inc. Marketing Plan
and Budget



ROBINVALE projects are continuing to 
move ahead. A number of projects have 
been completed, with others planned or in 
development. These include:

Bromley Road Beautifi cation Project: 
This $1.3 million beautifi cation project is 
expected to be completed by September 
2020. Road works are now fi nished, with 
landscaping works underway. 
The landscaping will include a series of 
garden beds and plantings. Featuring 
lemon-scented gums, plantings have been 
selected with consideration for growth and 
traffi c sight distance, durability, suitability 
to the climate, allergies and aesthetics 
including seasonal colours and textures.
The zone near the Rural Life Museum will 
include turf and additional concrete paths 
near the playground. Garden beds in the 
medians of the Perrin and Herbert Street 
intersections have been designed to feature 
vibrant colour, including red crepe myrtles, 
with attractive understorey plantings.

Robinvale Community Library: Work on 
the Robinvale Community Library, which 
is being built inside Robinvale College 
grounds, continues to be on track. 
The suspension frame for the ceiling is now 
up and external cladding complete. Inside, 
plastering for the building is nearly fi nished, 
with painting to start. 
The canteen, which is part of the building 
and will be available for the public to use, is 
currently being gutted and renovated.
The building will be a permanent 
community and school library, replacing 
weekly mobile library visits. It’s anticipated 
the library will open to the public this 
coming January.
The $2.55 million project is funded by 
Regional Development Victoria and 
Council. It is being managed by the 
Victorian Schools Building Authority and 
Department of Education and Training. 

Robinvale Community Arts Centre: 
Maintenance and upgrades have recently 
been completed at the centre, including 
painting, giving the building a fresh look. 

Greening works: Council partnered with 
local residents for revegetation works in Tol 
Tol Road. 
The project was conducted on a section of 
road reserve, north of Invincible Bend Lane 
on Tol Tol Road, 12 kilometres south east of 
Robinvale. 
It reestablished remnant plant species 
to the site including a mixture of trees, 
medium to small shrubs, prostrate shrubs 
and groundcovers. 

Robinvale housing: At its July 2020 
meeting, Council adopted an action plan to 
implement the Robinvale Housing Strategy. 
The Robinvale Housing Strategy highlights 
the issues encountered in the Robinvale 
area such as shortage of low-cost and 
temporary accommodation, the need for 
high-quality short-term accommodation 
for professionals, accommodation to 
meet the needs of diverse groups and 
accommodation for specifi c industry 
workforce.
The plan includes the development of 
eight houses in Ronald Street, with Council 
planning to construct houses on recently 
subdivided land. This has been made 
possible via $500,000 in funding from the 
State Government in addition to Council’s 
$1.2 Million contribution.
Other actions include a better approvals 
process for streamlining and improving the 
permit process. 
Council will also work with the horticultural 
industry to determine housing needs, 
and put a proposal to land and housing 
developers/investors to seek investment.
 
Robinvale Riverfront Masterplan: 
Council is committed to developing the 
Robinvale riverfront area, which includes 
the community centre, Robin Street and 
Centenary Park, into a drawcard for local 
people and visitors. 
Consultants have recently been engaged 
to produce a comprehensive, inclusive and 
innovative masterplan for the Robinvale 
Riverfront, encompassing Centenary Park, 
along the riverfront past The Cut to Smythe 
Road. 
Special consideration is being given to 
Centenary Park and the Cultural Heritage 
signifi cance of the space.

Our Region, Our Rivers projects: Council 
received funding as part of the successful 
Our Region, Our Rivers funding application 
for a number of projects, including for the 
Robinvale War Trail, an artwork on the 
Community Centre and a pop-up café. 
These projects are in the planning phase.

Robinvale netball courts upgrade: 
Council’s 2020/21 budget has allocated 
$640,000 towards new netball courts 
in Robinvale. This includes a Federal 
Government funding contribution of 
$440,000, with Council providing the 
remaining $200,000. 
Designs for the project have been fi nalised, 
with the project to go out for tender soon.

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
>> 23 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 8.30am* >> 27 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 6pm

>> 18 July, Swan Hill Town Hall at 4pm >> 15 August, Robinvale Community Centre 
at 4pm

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Central Ward
Deputy Mayor

CR ANN YOUNG
0409 503 711
ann.young@swanhill.vic.gov.au

My time as a new Councillor has been very interesting 
and rewarding. I have attended many community events, 
meetings and spoken to many groups along the way.

I stood for Council as I felt that it can be a pathway 
into having input into different areas of influence, plus 
representing the views of ratepayers, community and the 
many different sectors of business and industry. And I have 
been encouraged by what I have seen and been involved 
in so far.  

Until you get onto Council you can never be fully aware 
of what is involved in all the processes and the different 
connections that occur. 

There is lots of reading of documents that are presented 
to Councillors to allow informed decisions to be made and 
this is quite time consuming.  

Councillors also need to understand the many different 
representative bodies and organisations that feed into local, 
regional, state and federal policy area. 

Central Ward

CR LEA JOHNSON
0487 770 456
lea.johnson@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was a few months ago now, but I want to take this 
opportunity to thank and congratulate the organisers of the 
75th anniversary celebrations for the Lake Boga flying boat 
repair depot. 

The whole weekend was an incredible success, drawing 
huge crowds to the lake. And entertainment aside the 
celebrations showcased our region to hundreds of visitors 
and provided a welcome boost to our local economy. Well 
done to everyone involved. 

Another very important event for our community was the 
launch of the Koori Family Violence Police Protocols (KFVPP) 
at the Swan Hill Police Station in April.

Aimed at strengthening responses to incidents of family 
violence in Aboriginal communities in Swan Hill, these 
protocols are a partnership between Victoria Police, the 
Department of Justice, the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Aboriginal community.

Family violence is a problem that needs to be tackled by 
our entire community and these organisations joining forces 
to combine their services is a fantastic step. 

Central Ward

CR CHRIS JEFFERY
0429 447 802
chris.jeffery@swanhill.vic.gov.au

A lot has happened over the last few weeks and a number 
of key decisions made.

We have finalised plans for the Swan Hill Riverside Park 
$1.2 million development (Active Play Precinct Plan) which 
includes a new skate park, kids adventure play park, active 
play areas, landscaping, shade and seating.

Soon we will see the completion of the final four bus 
shelters in Swan Hill - Thurla, Chapman, Palaroo and Werril 
streets.  We will also seek funding for new shelter on High 
Street near Swan Hill District Health and are continuing to 
work with VicRoads and Public Transport Victoria for a new 
bus shelter on McCallum Street.

Council also recently decided to cover a shortfall in 
funding for the Catalina Flying Boat Museum project in Lake 
Boga. This project includes a new cafe for 100 people, new 
children’s play equipment, car park and footpaths.

All these projects will be of great benefit to our community 
and I look forward to seeing them come to fruition.

Murray Mallee Ward

CR GARY NORTON
0428 398 981
gary.norton@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was great to see a number of roads graded in the Murray 
Mallee Ward recently including around Nyah, Nyah West, 
Chinkapook and Wood Wood. Council’s Roads Team do 
a great job rolling out this program and I hope to see them 
back in the area again soon.

It’s also really pleasing to see a couple of projects in Nyah 
West completed in the last few months.

The new footpaths and pedestrian crossings have been 
a welcomed addition by the community. They not only 
look great but provide a safer link between the post office, 
preschool and primary school.

I’ve also been receiving a lot of positive feedback about 
the new entrance to the Nyah West Cemetery. Council and 
the Nyah West Cemetery Trust worked together to seal the 
road entering and inside the cemetery.  This has not only 
improved the appearance of the cemetery, but provides 
safer and easier access.

Robinvale Ward

CR JOHN KATIS
0459 077 532
john.katis@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was absolutely fantastic to receive news that the Victorian 
State Budget included funding for the Robinvale Community 
Hub.

This support from the government means a lot to myself 
and the residents of Robinvale. It means we will have another 
state-of-the-art, multi-use facility to educate our children. It 
means we will have a static library for all members of our 
community to enjoy. And it means that the State Government 
believes in investing in Robinvale.

Adding to this, the construction for the Robinvale Early 
Learning Centre is planned for the end of the year. These 
two projects will go hand-in-hand, improving our education 
facilities and providing easier access to a wide range of 
services that will now be under the one umbrella.

So to everyone involved, I want to say thank you. From 
ideas to advocating to submitting the funding application - 
this is a true group effort and I cannot wait to see this project 
get underway.

I recently had the pleasure of touring the 
municipality with Her Excellency Linda Dessau AC  
Governor of Victoria.

Over a day and a half we visited farms, schools, 
museums and community organisations, ate 
some delicious local produce and met with 
community leaders. During which I felt a real 
sense of pride showcasing what our municipality 
has to offer.

However, one of the biggest positives I took from 
the tour was being able to take the time to visit 
some incredible, historic and innovative places.

We saw machines at Select Harvest in Robinvale 
that will convert almond waste into power to run 
their factory. We were escorted from one building 
to another by an incredibly talented brass band 
at the Robinvale College. We took a look inside 
the lab at Andrew Peace Wines, where wines are 
tested for enzyme levels as different countries 
have varying requirements when importing. And 

we learned about some state-of-the-art farming 
innovations at Kilter Rural.

It really was incredible and a great reminder of 
how much our region is growing and progressing 
and I encourage all locals to become a tourist in 
your own town and check out some of these sites 
and tourist attractions.

STILL TIME TO HAVE YOUR SAY
Last month the 2017-21 Council Plan and the 
2017/18 draft budget were released for public 
comment.

Both firsts for the new Council, these documents 
represent months of hard work, tough calls, the 
vision we have for our municipality and an action 
plan for how to achieve that.

The four-year Council Plan sets out five key focus 
areas - economic growth, community enrichment, 
infrastructure, governance and leadership, and the 
environment.

The 2017/18 budget is closely aligned to 
these themes, featuring new initiatives, exciting 
infrastructure development and ongoing service 
delivery.

For example in 2017/18, Council plans to spend 
$16.88 million on infrastructure projects.

We will also spend more than $46 million to 
operate Council and deliver community services 
ranging from maternal and child health and 
the arts, to economic development, animal 
management and parks maintenance.

The new Council has worked hard to achieve 
this within the State Government rate cap of 2 per 
cent and I believe we have delivered a budget that 
is both practical and delivers for our communities.

The budget and Council Plan are now over to 
you, our community, for comment. You can make 
a comment online at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/
yoursay or write to us. Public comment will be 
open until 19 June.

GOVERNOR’S VISIT TO REGION

CR LES MCPHEE
Mayor
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@swanhill.vic.gov.au

All members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings.  
Agendas are available at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au in the days leading up to the meeting.

*Special Council meetings will also be held from time to time.
Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au for details or check local media.

CONTACT 
COUNCIL
Swan Hill Business Centre 
45 Splatt Street  
Swan Hill VIC 3585 
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

Robinvale Resource Centre 
68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without 
flaw or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any 
loss or other consequences which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

Both offices are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
Email :  counci l@swanhi l l .vic.gov.au
PO Box 488, Swan Hi l l  VIC 3585

Central Ward

CR BILL MOAR
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

I would describe my first six months of being a Councillor as an 
enjoyable challenge. 

I have attended many community meetings, openings 
and events, and met many residents of our municipality that 
I wouldn’t otherwise had the chance to interact with before 
becoming a Councillor.

Some of the highlights have been the development of Council’s 
four year plan, the budget formulation process, involvement in 
the various committees and forums such as The Loddon Mallee 
Waste Resource and Recovery Forum, The Murray Darling 
Association, Livestock Exchange Group, Agricultural Advisory 
Committee and the Economic Development Unit. It has been 
an awesome experience learning of all the work that goes on 
behind the scenes and the background knowledge required to 
make informed decisions.

In regard to Council’s four year plan and 2017/18 budget, 
these two documents are created with the community and the 
future of our region in mind. And that is why I want to encourage 
residents to read them, to ask questions if there is something 
you don’t understand and to make a submission if you think we 
have missed something or there’s an area we need to address. 
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COUNCIL has adopted Site Option 1 for the 
Our Place building.

Site Option 1 is inside the Pioneer Settle-
ment to the north of the Gem and will house 
the art gallery, visitor services, the Pioneer 
Settlement entrance and a new Aboriginal 
cultural experience. This option will be sym-

pathetic to the natural setting of the site.
The current design came about as a result 

of feedback from the community that a free 
fl owing design would be more suited to the 
area, rather than the initial box-shaped de-
sign. Council would like to thank all commu-
nity members who participated in the con-

sultation process. 
The motion that was carried at the Spe-

cial Council Meeting on 7 July included a 
requirement to retain the windmill and loco-
motive on the Pioneer Settlement grounds, 
and that an investigation of the required 
repair works for the Pental Island Bridge is 

undertaken. 
Detailed designs will now be developed 

and further community consultation will take 
place once they are completed. 

Information regarding the Our Place project 
is available online by visiting www.swanhill.
vic.gov.au/our-place/

OUR PLACE OPTION ADOPTED

PEOPLE in Woorinen, Ultima, Manangatang, 
Lake Boga, Boundary Bend, Piangil, Beverford, 
Nyah and Nyah West will have even more rea-
son to love where they live, thanks to $750,000 
worth of community upgrades.

To be delivered over two years, Council’s Vi-
brant Villages project will focus on four key areas 
– beautifi cation, public infrastructure, recreation 
and public art. 

The Vibrant Villages tender is currently being 
fi nalised and is expected to be available to po-
tential contractors by the end of August.

Projects will differ for each community and 
each town will be enhanced for both residents 
and visitors alike, while helping stimulate the lo-
cal economy at the same time. 

Vibrant Villages will include:
• Beautifi cation – such as streetscaping town 

centres, town entrance improvements, irrigation 
• Public infrastructure – like tourism informa-

tion signage, street furniture, street banner fl ags, 

community shelters and barbecue areas
• Recreation assets – such as footpaths and 

outdoor gym equipment 
• Public art – like street murals and commu-

nity art projects
Upgrades are identifi ed in Community Plans 

and from each Community Plan and be deliv-
ered in partnership with the communities them-
selves.

Upgrades will be received to AN Lewis Park in 
Nyah and Memorial Park in Boundary Bend, new 
street trees and irrigation at Ultima and Manan-
gatang, and gym equipment for Lake Boga.

The State Government is contributing 
$500,000 towards the project, with Council 
contributing $250,000. The State contribution 
is from Regional Development Victoria, through 
its Regional Infrastructure Fund.

For more information, contact Council’s Com-
munity Planning Offi cer Felicity O’Rourke 5036 
2447.

OUR VIBRANT VILLAGES 

Robinvale levee: The key objective of this project is to upgrade the existing levee along the 
bank of Murray River, and to resolve the current structural and operational issues with the 
current levee. The levee will enhance fl ood protection for the Robinvale township, and in turn, 
potentially allow for land rezoning and housing development. 
The project is currently progressing through the last stages of the planning phase. Construction 
is expected to start in August 2020. 

ROBINVALE ON THE MOVE

Robinvale cricket nets: Funded by Council and the State Government, this project, which is 
now complete, involved the building of new two-lane cricket practice nets.

ROBINVALE PROJECTS ARE CONTINUING TO
MOVE AHEAD AT A RAPID PACE

Managatang: Vibrant Village concept drawing.



A TONNE OF BOOKS
Two-and-a-half year old Panav 
Khehra loves books. Books 
about animals, especially 
elephants, and nursery rhymes 
are his favourites.

He is one of 40 children signed 
up to the 1000 Books Before 
School campaign at Swan Hill 
Regional Library and has already 
reached the 500 mark.

The statewide campaign 
encourages parents and their 
children to read aloud, and aim 
to read 1000 books before a 
child turns five.

Cultural Development and 
Libraries Manager Camille 
Cullinan said the program would 
make such a huge difference to 
many children’s lives.

“We would absolutely love to have every child in our region between the age of zero and five 
registered for this program,” she said.

“It is very simple - parents just help their children record each time they have a story read to 
them. This includes stories read at storytime sessions in the library, at kinder, playgroup and at 
home.

“There are small incentives as children reach reading milestones – like pencils, magnets and 
bag tags. And after reading 1000 books with their parents, children receive a certificate and a gift.

“But more importantly they have been given a wonderful foundation to enter school, a positive 
attitude to reading and literacy skills to help them succeed.”

It’s something that Panav’s mum Kiranjeet agrees with.
“When Panav was born I started reading him little books and he’s attracted to books now. 

Whoever asks me, I tell them that books should be given at an early age,” she said.
Kiranjeet and Panav visit the Library whenever they can. But the family, including dad Amolak 

and older brother Sahal, read a lot at home too. According to Kiranjeet, their neighbours have 
even realised Panav’s passion and give him books as gifts.

“If I could give him enough time he would read 10, 20 books a day,” she said.
Kiranjeet says that while the family speaks Punjabi at home, Panav is quickly picking up English 

too, and so many books has helped with this.
“He likes animal books… he knows all the animal names,” she said.
“And all the poems and rhymes he was just saying, now he is picking up the rhyme books, he 

wants to know what is going on and visually see the pictures.”
To find out more about the 1000 Books Before School campaign and to sign up, visit 

Swan Hill Regional Library or the mobile library when it visits your town.

RIVERFRONT GETS ACTIVE
Story continued from page 1
Councillors voted at their May meeting to release the adventure play concept plans to the public. 
The initial concept includes some of the latest play equipment, sand play and net bridges, all set 
amongst natural play elements like logs, rocks and plants.

A tender has also been awarded to Convic Design to design and construct the new skate 
park near the adventure play area.

“Through the Swan Hill Riverfront Masterplan, the community made it clear that the skate park 
and its location was really important, as was a new play area for children of all ages, and those 
young at heart,” Cr McPhee said.

Open house meetings will be held to discuss the play and skate park plans, to get input from 
community members. There will also be updates in local media, on Council’s website and through 
Council’s social media channels.

“So keep an eye out and please get involved – we would love for the wider Swan Hill community 
to continue giving us ideas and input into the future of our beautiful riverfront,” Cr McPhee said.

A total of $2.23 million is forecast to be spent on Swan Hill riverfront redevelopment projects 
in Council’s draft 2017/18 budget.

CARING FOR YOUR KIDS
With school holidays just 
around the corner, Council’s 
Outside of School Hours 
(OOSH) program is gearing 
up for a fun-filled, educational 
and exciting two weeks.

Offering high-quality child 
care for primary school-
aged children in a safe, fun 
environment, OOSH has 
a strong focus on positive 
learning results tailored to 
meet the needs and interests 
of children and their families.

As well as providing a focus 
on high-quality care based on 
individual children, this term’s 
program will include dance 
classes, ten pin bowling, mini 
golf and lots more.

Counc i l ’s  Ch i ldren’s 
Services Team Leader 
Rebecca Carmichael said 
the program provided an 
affordable and flexible 
childcare option to families in 
the Swan Hill region.

“The beauty of our program is the ability 
to plan around individual children, not just a 
group,” Ms Carmichael said.

“And that means we can focus on children’s 
identity, wellbeing and communication, their 
community and positive learning outcomes 
through creative, fun recreational play 
experiences.

“We offer qualified, caring and understanding 
staff, who recognise the importance of building 
relationships with children, families and the 
community in respect to their changing needs.

Achieving high quality status through the 
accreditation process in accordance with the 
National Quality Assessment and Rating and 
reflecting the Early Years Learning Framework, 
parents and carers are also able to access 
the Child Care Benefit through the Family 
Assistance Office or Centrelink to reduce 
childcare fees.

Bookings for the July Vacation Program 
close 23 June. For more information, or 

to book care, contact Bec Carmichael on 
0418 558 994.

BRIGHTER PARK FUTURE: Mayor Les McPhee chats to Swan Hill resident Kath Elston, 
with her children Stella and Leo, at Riverside Park.

MOBILE LIBRARY 
REVIEW
How we deliver our public library services is 
changing. With new technology constantly 
emerging, how we access information for 
personal and professional use, and where 
we live all influence how we use libraries.

With all of this in mind, the Swan Hill 
Regional Library Service is reviewing the 
mobile library service to see how library 
services to our smaller townships can be 
improved.

Operating since 1958, the mobile library 
has adapted many times since then - with 
different vehicle designs, staffing models 
and even routes that have changed many 
times over the years.

The introduction of the Internet allowed 
residents of remote towns access to 
information quicker than ever before.

Council is thinking about the future, 
and the review is intended to consult with 
residents and library users to develop 
different options for Council to consider.

Some factors Council will need to 
consider include:

• Declining usage of the current mobile
library service, and the closure of
some primary schools.

• Neighbouring councils that purchase
library services from Swan Hill are also 
reviewing their communities’ library
services.

• Confirmation of $3.4 million funding
from the Victorian State Government
for a community library to be
developed in Robinvale. This static
library will be able to provide a broader 
range of library services to Robinvale
and the surrounding communities.

• The existing mobile library prime
mover and trailer are nearing the end
of their expected lifespans.

The aim of the review is to ensure 
communities in the Council area are 
provided the opportunity to have their say, 
and to inform Council on the most effective 
library service into the future.

If you would like to have your say,  
a survey is available from the 

mobile library or online at  
www.library.swanhill.vic.gov.au.

The program runs during term holidays 
from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday 
(except public holidays, the last week of 
December and the first week of January).

Children can attend the program for 
full or half days, daily or weekly or on a 
casual basis.  Half days are in blocks of 
five hours.

All meals are provided, including any 
dietary needs.

Activities during the program vary 
depending on availability of staff, 
weather and other special activities in 
the community at the time.

Some of the many activities children 
can enjoy are:
>>  Swimming >>  Bike riding
>>  Ten pin bowling >>  Dance lessons
>>  Art lessons
>>  Workshops from visiting artists
>> Excursions to movies, Pioneer
Settlement, Steggall Park, Riverside
Park and water parks.

FUNDING SUCCESS: The L2P Program recently received a fantastic funding boost 
after successfully applying for a grant through local employment agency WDEA. L2P 
Program Officer Ross Palmer (pictured left with WDEA Site Manager Jason Davies) 

submitted the application for $5,000 to assist in the everyday operations of the 
program. Approved for the full amount, this money will allow additional learner  
drivers to join the program and to log the 120 hours driving experience required  

to gain their probationary licenses.

LIKE MOTHER, LIKE SON: Kiranjeet and Panav both 
share a love of reading.

5SWAN HILL RURAL CITY COUNCIL NEWS | WINTER 2020

PROJECTS FULL STEAM AHEAD

Nyah West Skate Park
Components from Swan Hill Skate Park will be relocated to Nyah West. It is anticipated the project 
will commence this month and will include a new concrete base, fencing and landscaping at the 
new site.

OTHER PROJECTS
Livestock Exchange drainage project: Goulburn Murray Water has replaced open 
channels with underground pipes at the Livestock Exchange. The pipes will ensure a 

more effi cient water delivery method to water ponds that are required by stock delivery 
truck drivers to wash down their vehicles.

Transfer Station upgrades at the Swan Hill Landfi ll: The general public can now 
enjoy a ‘one-stop-shop’ after recent upgrades to the Transfer Station. Additional bins 

and disposal points have been installed at the transfer station as well as improvements 
to traffi c safety. Drainage works are also expected to be completed this month.

Riverside Caravan Park upgrade: Riverside Caravan Park has received upgrades to 
both its water and electrical infrastructure. Water supply pipes have been upgraded to 

improve fl ow rates during peak seasons. And, important safety upgrades have been 
completed to electrical wiring, ensuring compliance with latest electrical regulations. 

Additional power points were also installed as part of the upgrades.

DESPITE COVID-19 restrictions, and the additional challenges this has placed on 
staff, this year we have continued to power through an impressive list of projects.

Chisholm Reserve entrance upgrade
Safety and traffi c fl ow has been improved at the Chisholm Reserve entrance on Sea Lake-Swan Hill 
Road. The recently completed project was funded by VicRoads after using traffi c count information 
to identify the potential hazard.

Dead Horse Lane upgrade
Dead Horse Lane received a much needed upgrade earlier this year. Funded through the Victorian 
Government’s Fixing Country Roads Program the upgrade included widening the road to 6.2 metres 
and sealing a 2.3km stretch of road. The upgrade allows for a 100km/h speed limit to the previously 
unsealed road.

Swan Hill Aerodrome
The Swan Hill Aerodrome will receive an upgrade thanks to a Federal Government $1.22 million 
commitment. The upgrades include strengthening the main runway and extending the pavement 
area for a better equipped refueling facility. Funding will also allow for reconstruction and extension 
of the the existing taxiway.

Lake Boga Active Path: Funded by the Pick My Project initiative, the Lake Boga Active Path project 
has commenced. Once complete the concrete path will link the existing path to East Lake Drive.

Planting: The depot nurseries are stocked with plants and trees to be planted around the 
municipality.

Stand Up for Our Stadium is a joint project with the Stadium’s user groups and Council. Council 
has contributed $100,000 towards improvements to the Stadium which included replacing the 
exterior cladding and upgrading the branding and signage.



UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
>> 23 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 8.30am* >> 27 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 6pm

>> 18 July, Swan Hill Town Hall at 4pm >> 15 August, Robinvale Community Centre 
at 4pm

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Central Ward
Deputy Mayor

CR ANN YOUNG
0409 503 711
ann.young@swanhill.vic.gov.au

My time as a new Councillor has been very interesting 
and rewarding. I have attended many community events, 
meetings and spoken to many groups along the way.

I stood for Council as I felt that it can be a pathway 
into having input into different areas of influence, plus 
representing the views of ratepayers, community and the 
many different sectors of business and industry. And I have 
been encouraged by what I have seen and been involved 
in so far.  

Until you get onto Council you can never be fully aware 
of what is involved in all the processes and the different 
connections that occur. 

There is lots of reading of documents that are presented 
to Councillors to allow informed decisions to be made and 
this is quite time consuming.  

Councillors also need to understand the many different 
representative bodies and organisations that feed into local, 
regional, state and federal policy area. 

Central Ward

CR LEA JOHNSON
0487 770 456
lea.johnson@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was a few months ago now, but I want to take this 
opportunity to thank and congratulate the organisers of the 
75th anniversary celebrations for the Lake Boga flying boat 
repair depot. 

The whole weekend was an incredible success, drawing 
huge crowds to the lake. And entertainment aside the 
celebrations showcased our region to hundreds of visitors 
and provided a welcome boost to our local economy. Well 
done to everyone involved. 

Another very important event for our community was the 
launch of the Koori Family Violence Police Protocols (KFVPP) 
at the Swan Hill Police Station in April.

Aimed at strengthening responses to incidents of family 
violence in Aboriginal communities in Swan Hill, these 
protocols are a partnership between Victoria Police, the 
Department of Justice, the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Aboriginal community.

Family violence is a problem that needs to be tackled by 
our entire community and these organisations joining forces 
to combine their services is a fantastic step. 

Central Ward

CR CHRIS JEFFERY
0429 447 802
chris.jeffery@swanhill.vic.gov.au

A lot has happened over the last few weeks and a number 
of key decisions made.

We have finalised plans for the Swan Hill Riverside Park 
$1.2 million development (Active Play Precinct Plan) which 
includes a new skate park, kids adventure play park, active 
play areas, landscaping, shade and seating.

Soon we will see the completion of the final four bus 
shelters in Swan Hill - Thurla, Chapman, Palaroo and Werril 
streets.  We will also seek funding for new shelter on High 
Street near Swan Hill District Health and are continuing to 
work with VicRoads and Public Transport Victoria for a new 
bus shelter on McCallum Street.

Council also recently decided to cover a shortfall in 
funding for the Catalina Flying Boat Museum project in Lake 
Boga. This project includes a new cafe for 100 people, new 
children’s play equipment, car park and footpaths.

All these projects will be of great benefit to our community 
and I look forward to seeing them come to fruition.

Murray Mallee Ward

CR GARY NORTON
0428 398 981
gary.norton@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was great to see a number of roads graded in the Murray 
Mallee Ward recently including around Nyah, Nyah West, 
Chinkapook and Wood Wood. Council’s Roads Team do 
a great job rolling out this program and I hope to see them 
back in the area again soon.

It’s also really pleasing to see a couple of projects in Nyah 
West completed in the last few months.

The new footpaths and pedestrian crossings have been 
a welcomed addition by the community. They not only 
look great but provide a safer link between the post office, 
preschool and primary school.

I’ve also been receiving a lot of positive feedback about 
the new entrance to the Nyah West Cemetery. Council and 
the Nyah West Cemetery Trust worked together to seal the 
road entering and inside the cemetery.  This has not only 
improved the appearance of the cemetery, but provides 
safer and easier access.

Robinvale Ward

CR JOHN KATIS
0459 077 532
john.katis@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was absolutely fantastic to receive news that the Victorian 
State Budget included funding for the Robinvale Community 
Hub.

This support from the government means a lot to myself 
and the residents of Robinvale. It means we will have another 
state-of-the-art, multi-use facility to educate our children. It 
means we will have a static library for all members of our 
community to enjoy. And it means that the State Government 
believes in investing in Robinvale.

Adding to this, the construction for the Robinvale Early 
Learning Centre is planned for the end of the year. These 
two projects will go hand-in-hand, improving our education 
facilities and providing easier access to a wide range of 
services that will now be under the one umbrella.

So to everyone involved, I want to say thank you. From 
ideas to advocating to submitting the funding application - 
this is a true group effort and I cannot wait to see this project 
get underway.

I recently had the pleasure of touring the 
municipality with Her Excellency Linda Dessau AC  
Governor of Victoria.

Over a day and a half we visited farms, schools, 
museums and community organisations, ate 
some delicious local produce and met with 
community leaders. During which I felt a real 
sense of pride showcasing what our municipality 
has to offer.

However, one of the biggest positives I took from 
the tour was being able to take the time to visit 
some incredible, historic and innovative places.

We saw machines at Select Harvest in Robinvale 
that will convert almond waste into power to run 
their factory. We were escorted from one building 
to another by an incredibly talented brass band 
at the Robinvale College. We took a look inside 
the lab at Andrew Peace Wines, where wines are 
tested for enzyme levels as different countries 
have varying requirements when importing. And 

we learned about some state-of-the-art farming 
innovations at Kilter Rural.

It really was incredible and a great reminder of 
how much our region is growing and progressing 
and I encourage all locals to become a tourist in 
your own town and check out some of these sites 
and tourist attractions.

STILL TIME TO HAVE YOUR SAY
Last month the 2017-21 Council Plan and the 
2017/18 draft budget were released for public 
comment.

Both firsts for the new Council, these documents 
represent months of hard work, tough calls, the 
vision we have for our municipality and an action 
plan for how to achieve that.

The four-year Council Plan sets out five key focus 
areas - economic growth, community enrichment, 
infrastructure, governance and leadership, and the 
environment.

The 2017/18 budget is closely aligned to 
these themes, featuring new initiatives, exciting 
infrastructure development and ongoing service 
delivery.

For example in 2017/18, Council plans to spend 
$16.88 million on infrastructure projects.

We will also spend more than $46 million to 
operate Council and deliver community services 
ranging from maternal and child health and 
the arts, to economic development, animal 
management and parks maintenance.

The new Council has worked hard to achieve 
this within the State Government rate cap of 2 per 
cent and I believe we have delivered a budget that 
is both practical and delivers for our communities.

The budget and Council Plan are now over to 
you, our community, for comment. You can make 
a comment online at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/
yoursay or write to us. Public comment will be 
open until 19 June.

GOVERNOR’S VISIT TO REGION

CR LES MCPHEE
Mayor
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@swanhill.vic.gov.au

All members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings.  
Agendas are available at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au in the days leading up to the meeting.

*Special Council meetings will also be held from time to time.
Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au for details or check local media.

CONTACT 
COUNCIL
Swan Hill Business Centre 
45 Splatt Street  
Swan Hill VIC 3585 
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

Robinvale Resource Centre 
68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without 
flaw or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any 
loss or other consequences which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

Both offices are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
Email :  counci l@swanhi l l .vic.gov.au
PO Box 488, Swan Hi l l  VIC 3585

Central Ward

CR BILL MOAR
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

I would describe my first six months of being a Councillor as an 
enjoyable challenge. 

I have attended many community meetings, openings 
and events, and met many residents of our municipality that 
I wouldn’t otherwise had the chance to interact with before 
becoming a Councillor.

Some of the highlights have been the development of Council’s 
four year plan, the budget formulation process, involvement in 
the various committees and forums such as The Loddon Mallee 
Waste Resource and Recovery Forum, The Murray Darling 
Association, Livestock Exchange Group, Agricultural Advisory 
Committee and the Economic Development Unit. It has been 
an awesome experience learning of all the work that goes on 
behind the scenes and the background knowledge required to 
make informed decisions.

In regard to Council’s four year plan and 2017/18 budget, 
these two documents are created with the community and the 
future of our region in mind. And that is why I want to encourage 
residents to read them, to ask questions if there is something 
you don’t understand and to make a submission if you think we 
have missed something or there’s an area we need to address. 
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MEET THE TEAM
MEET Trish Ficarra and Kelsey Corrie. They job 
share Council’s Public Health and Regulatory 
Services Coordinator role.

Trish works Monday to Wednesday, and 
Kelsey Thursday and Friday. Kelsey also works 
as Council’s Environmental Health Offi cer from 
Monday to Wednesday. 

After many years of pandemic planning, they 
have been busy recently with the COVID-19 
response.

The Public Health and Regulatory Services 
team work with local businesses, community 
members and services to ensure that our 
community is safe and healthy. The team also 
do a lot of education and enforcement of around 
13 different pieces of legislation, including the 
Local Law, food safety, beauty, immunisations, 
animal management, and parking.

Meet Trish

Please tell us a little bit about a current 
typical day in your position? 
There is no typical day in Public Health and 
Reg. Services as we get a wide variety of jobs 
from the community that can range from school 
crossings, to animals, to salmonella outbreaks. 
My role is to support our team to respond to 
community and business, and ensure that we 
are meeting our legislative requirements. 

What do you enjoy the most about your 
position?
The team and the diversity of our role. 

What is your favourite place to visit in the 
region?
Pioneer Settlement. 

What is you most memorable day/proud in 
your role, so far?
Supervising the cleanup of a B-double truck roll 
over that contained hundreds of pig carcasses. 
I was the worst person in the world because all 
the passers-by wanted to pick up a free pig for 
the spit but I couldn’t let them be removed from 

the site due to the health risk. 
What do you enjoy doing during your free 
time?
Going on crop tours with my husband Scott 
and daughter Francesca.

Meet Kelsey

Please tell us a little bit about a current 
typical day in your position? 
Our roles are so varied so there isn’t a ‘typical’ 
day in our teams! 

What do you enjoy the most about your 
position?
We have such a great team in Health and 
Reg. Services and I really enjoy working with 
our team. Enforcement work can be tough 
but coming back to a supportive team to 
troubleshoot ideas and challenges, and then 
having a laugh at morning tea makes it much 
easier.

What is your favourite place to visit in the 
region?
Nyah. The river, walking tracks and state forests 
are hidden gems. 

What is you most memorable day/proud in 
your role, so far?
I have had a couple of memorable days here... 
tobacco warrants with VicPol and seizures are 
always very interesting days! 
But I think that the most memorable would be 
my fi rst rooming house inspection. I had never 
seen a rooming house before starting in Swan 
Hill Rural City Council. 

What do you enjoy doing during your free 
time?
Walking my dog around the Tower Hill walking 
track (the sunsets are unreal!), going fi shing 
on the Murray with my husband and spending 
time with friends at our local cafes and 
restaurants. 

INTERVIEW –
DOMONIC JOHNSTON
Role at Council: Robinvale Works Coordinator.
How long have I worked at Council: Six 
months.
What do you like most about your job: Working 
with people.
Where did you grow up: New Zealand.
If you could holiday anywhere where would it 
be: The Isle of Man.
Who do you barrack for: The All Blacks. AFL – 
whichever team Eddie Betts is playing for (at the 
moment that's Carlton).
Which celebrity would you really like to meet: 
Donald Duck (is he still alive?).
Favourite thing to do on the weekend: 
Spending time with my wife.

Completed in 2019/20

> Completed 2.3km of reconstruction and 
widening of Annuello Wemen Road.
The road between Hattah Robinvale Road 
and Robinvale Sea Lake Road is now two 
lanes wide.

IN THE WORKS...

> Reconstruction and widening 3km of Kenley Road. 

Coming up:

> Reconstruction and widening 3km of 
Anzac Road between Satelberg Road and 
Alexishafen Road, Robinvale.

> Reconstruct Butterworth Street 
between Holloway Grove and Berrybank 
Drive. This will include renewing road 
pavement, seal, footpath and kerb and 
channel. 

> Reconstruct Campbell Street between 
Nyah Road and Pritchard Street. This will 
include renewing road pavement, seal, 
footpath and kerb and channel. 

> Asphalt and reseal Latje Road 
Robinvale.

> Some resheets to be completed 
include:
• Webster Road, Manangatang 2.2km
• Waters Road, Manangatang 3.2km
• Fox Road, Manangatang 3km
• Box Road, Woorinen 1.5km
• Heywood Lake Road, Kenley 1.1km
• Meatian West Road, Ultima 5.6km
• Hancock Road, Ultima 3km

> Upgraded the intersection into Ultima 
Township (Breen Street and Sea Lake Swan 
Hill Road intersection)

> Reconstructed Station Street at Lake 
Boga between Marraboor Street and Lalbert 
Road. Included replacing kerb and channel 
on one side.

> Resheeted the following unsealed roads:
• Reserve Road, Piangil 1.65km
• O'meara Road, Ultima 3.1km
• Larkin Road, Kooloonong 4.5km
• Manna Road, Robinvale 2km
• O'Brien Road, Ultima 3.1km
• Koorkab Road, Annuello 3.2km

> Reconstructed Rutherford Street 
between Curlewis Street and Campbell 
Street.

> Council's annual road resealing program 
took place in April.

Some of the roads completed were:
• Lake Boga Ultima Road, Goschen
• Cocamba Miralie Road, Miralie
• Lake Boga township streets 
• Hocking Road, Robinvale
• Kinghorn Lane, Nyah West
• High Street, Swan Hill
• Pental Island Road, Pental Island
• Woorinen Road, Woorinen
• Nicholls Street and Watkins Street asphalt 
 works, Robinvale
• Church Road asphalt works, Robinvale

Pictured: Trish Ficarra and Kelsey Corrie.



A TONNE OF BOOKS
Two-and-a-half year old Panav 
Khehra loves books. Books 
about animals, especially 
elephants, and nursery rhymes 
are his favourites.

He is one of 40 children signed 
up to the 1000 Books Before 
School campaign at Swan Hill 
Regional Library and has already 
reached the 500 mark.

The statewide campaign 
encourages parents and their 
children to read aloud, and aim 
to read 1000 books before a 
child turns five.

Cultural Development and 
Libraries Manager Camille 
Cullinan said the program would 
make such a huge difference to 
many children’s lives.

“We would absolutely love to have every child in our region between the age of zero and five 
registered for this program,” she said.

“It is very simple - parents just help their children record each time they have a story read to 
them. This includes stories read at storytime sessions in the library, at kinder, playgroup and at 
home.

“There are small incentives as children reach reading milestones – like pencils, magnets and 
bag tags. And after reading 1000 books with their parents, children receive a certificate and a gift.

“But more importantly they have been given a wonderful foundation to enter school, a positive 
attitude to reading and literacy skills to help them succeed.”

It’s something that Panav’s mum Kiranjeet agrees with.
“When Panav was born I started reading him little books and he’s attracted to books now. 

Whoever asks me, I tell them that books should be given at an early age,” she said.
Kiranjeet and Panav visit the Library whenever they can. But the family, including dad Amolak 

and older brother Sahal, read a lot at home too. According to Kiranjeet, their neighbours have 
even realised Panav’s passion and give him books as gifts.

“If I could give him enough time he would read 10, 20 books a day,” she said.
Kiranjeet says that while the family speaks Punjabi at home, Panav is quickly picking up English 

too, and so many books has helped with this.
“He likes animal books… he knows all the animal names,” she said.
“And all the poems and rhymes he was just saying, now he is picking up the rhyme books, he 

wants to know what is going on and visually see the pictures.”
To find out more about the 1000 Books Before School campaign and to sign up, visit 

Swan Hill Regional Library or the mobile library when it visits your town.

RIVERFRONT GETS ACTIVE
Story continued from page 1
Councillors voted at their May meeting to release the adventure play concept plans to the public. 
The initial concept includes some of the latest play equipment, sand play and net bridges, all set 
amongst natural play elements like logs, rocks and plants.

A tender has also been awarded to Convic Design to design and construct the new skate 
park near the adventure play area.

“Through the Swan Hill Riverfront Masterplan, the community made it clear that the skate park 
and its location was really important, as was a new play area for children of all ages, and those 
young at heart,” Cr McPhee said.

Open house meetings will be held to discuss the play and skate park plans, to get input from 
community members. There will also be updates in local media, on Council’s website and through 
Council’s social media channels.

“So keep an eye out and please get involved – we would love for the wider Swan Hill community 
to continue giving us ideas and input into the future of our beautiful riverfront,” Cr McPhee said.

A total of $2.23 million is forecast to be spent on Swan Hill riverfront redevelopment projects 
in Council’s draft 2017/18 budget.

CARING FOR YOUR KIDS
With school holidays just 
around the corner, Council’s 
Outside of School Hours 
(OOSH) program is gearing 
up for a fun-filled, educational 
and exciting two weeks.

Offering high-quality child 
care for primary school-
aged children in a safe, fun 
environment, OOSH has 
a strong focus on positive 
learning results tailored to 
meet the needs and interests 
of children and their families.

As well as providing a focus 
on high-quality care based on 
individual children, this term’s 
program will include dance 
classes, ten pin bowling, mini 
golf and lots more.

Counc i l ’s  Ch i ldren’s 
Services Team Leader 
Rebecca Carmichael said 
the program provided an 
affordable and flexible 
childcare option to families in 
the Swan Hill region.

“The beauty of our program is the ability 
to plan around individual children, not just a 
group,” Ms Carmichael said.

“And that means we can focus on children’s 
identity, wellbeing and communication, their 
community and positive learning outcomes 
through creative, fun recreational play 
experiences.

“We offer qualified, caring and understanding 
staff, who recognise the importance of building 
relationships with children, families and the 
community in respect to their changing needs.

Achieving high quality status through the 
accreditation process in accordance with the 
National Quality Assessment and Rating and 
reflecting the Early Years Learning Framework, 
parents and carers are also able to access 
the Child Care Benefit through the Family 
Assistance Office or Centrelink to reduce 
childcare fees.

Bookings for the July Vacation Program 
close 23 June. For more information, or 

to book care, contact Bec Carmichael on 
0418 558 994.

BRIGHTER PARK FUTURE: Mayor Les McPhee chats to Swan Hill resident Kath Elston, 
with her children Stella and Leo, at Riverside Park.

MOBILE LIBRARY 
REVIEW
How we deliver our public library services is 
changing. With new technology constantly 
emerging, how we access information for 
personal and professional use, and where 
we live all influence how we use libraries.

With all of this in mind, the Swan Hill 
Regional Library Service is reviewing the 
mobile library service to see how library 
services to our smaller townships can be 
improved.

Operating since 1958, the mobile library 
has adapted many times since then - with 
different vehicle designs, staffing models 
and even routes that have changed many 
times over the years.

The introduction of the Internet allowed 
residents of remote towns access to 
information quicker than ever before.

Council is thinking about the future, 
and the review is intended to consult with 
residents and library users to develop 
different options for Council to consider.

Some factors Council will need to 
consider include:

• Declining usage of the current mobile
library service, and the closure of
some primary schools.

• Neighbouring councils that purchase
library services from Swan Hill are also 
reviewing their communities’ library
services.

• Confirmation of $3.4 million funding
from the Victorian State Government
for a community library to be
developed in Robinvale. This static
library will be able to provide a broader 
range of library services to Robinvale
and the surrounding communities.

• The existing mobile library prime
mover and trailer are nearing the end
of their expected lifespans.

The aim of the review is to ensure 
communities in the Council area are 
provided the opportunity to have their say, 
and to inform Council on the most effective 
library service into the future.

If you would like to have your say,  
a survey is available from the 

mobile library or online at  
www.library.swanhill.vic.gov.au.

The program runs during term holidays 
from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday 
(except public holidays, the last week of 
December and the first week of January).

Children can attend the program for 
full or half days, daily or weekly or on a 
casual basis.  Half days are in blocks of 
five hours.

All meals are provided, including any 
dietary needs.

Activities during the program vary 
depending on availability of staff, 
weather and other special activities in 
the community at the time.

Some of the many activities children 
can enjoy are:
>>  Swimming >>  Bike riding
>>  Ten pin bowling >>  Dance lessons
>>  Art lessons
>>  Workshops from visiting artists
>> Excursions to movies, Pioneer
Settlement, Steggall Park, Riverside
Park and water parks.

FUNDING SUCCESS: The L2P Program recently received a fantastic funding boost 
after successfully applying for a grant through local employment agency WDEA. L2P 
Program Officer Ross Palmer (pictured left with WDEA Site Manager Jason Davies) 

submitted the application for $5,000 to assist in the everyday operations of the 
program. Approved for the full amount, this money will allow additional learner  
drivers to join the program and to log the 120 hours driving experience required  

to gain their probationary licenses.

LIKE MOTHER, LIKE SON: Kiranjeet and Panav both 
share a love of reading.
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10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY FOR L2P

DISABILITY services group Vivid Swan Hill, is 
now powered by a free solar system installed 
through a partnership between Swan Hill Rural 
City Council and the Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy. 

The 18-panel, 5.94kW system will save Vivid 
around $1,500 a year off its electricity bill.  The 
savings will go towards programs that support 
the 50-plus people with disabilities who 
participate in the programs provided by Vivid at 
its Harrods Lane site in Swan Hill. 

“We are rapt to have this free solar system 
through the Mallee Sun Solar Bulk-Buy. It’s a 
fabulous feeling to know that a good portion 
of our power now comes from the sun,” Vivid’s 
Regional Manager for Mallee Maree Miliano said.  

“We are excited to know that our bills will be 
much lower and that we can start directing the 
savings towards activities that enrich the lives of 
the people we support.” 

“This solar installation is cause for celebration,” 
Swan Hill Rural City Council Mayor Bill Moar 
said. 

“It goes to show what is possible when people 
and organisations work together towards a 
common goal.  

“In this case, the goal is multi-layered:  it’s 
about helping our community make the 
transition to sun-powered energy and reaping 
the benefi ts from that – lower bills, a cleaner 

environment and free solar for not-for-profi t 
community groups in our Shire,” Cr Moar added.

The Mallee Sun Solar Bulk-Buy supports 
local jobs. The installer for the bulk-buy is Matt 
Iannucci of Swan Hill Solar and Electrical who 
works under contract to the bulk-buy solar 
retailer, Specialized Solar.  

“Matt and his team did a great job on our 
installation,” Ms Miliano said.  

“They were effi cient, professional and worked 
closely with us to ensure minimal disruption. The 
installation looks terrifi c!”

To find out more about the Mallee Sun 
Solar Bulk-Buy and to request a quote, visit 
malleesunsolar.org.au or call 1300 466 274. 

ABOUT THE MALLEE SUN SOLAR BULK BUY:
The Mallee Sun Solar Bulk Buy is a partnership 

between Swan Hill Rural City Council and the 
Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance, a not-
for-profi t organisation that provides support to 
councils throughout central and north western 
Victoria to help drive action on climate change. 
malleesunsolar.org.au 

ABOUT VIVID:
Vivid provides support to people with 

intellectual disability.  It is a not-for-profit 
organisation operating in Swan Hill, Kerang, 
Echuca and Kyabram.  Visit wearevivid.org.au

FREE SUN POWER AT VIVID SWAN HILL

SWAN Hill Rural City Council’s TAC L2P 
Program is this year celebrating 10 years of 
supporting local learner drivers, to learn how 
to drive safely and ultimately get their licence.

Over the past decade the TAC L2P Program 
has helped 308 people from the local 
community who lacked access to either a 
vehicle or experienced supervising driver to 
successfully attain their licence – that’s 5884 
hours of supervising!

Council’s TAC L2P Program Offi cer Ross 
Palmer said the TAC L2P Program matches 
learners to volunteer mentors, and used a 
sponsored vehicle so learners could reach 
the 120 hours of supervised driving required 
to get their Ps.

 “Council’s TAC L2P Program has grown 
from 25 learner places to 40, making it one 
of the biggest in regional Victoria,” he said.

Mr Palmer said the program gives young 
people a way to overcome barriers to getting 
their required 120 hours of experience before 
they get their probationary licence. These 
barriers might include lack of access to a car 
or a supervising driver, or economic issues. 

“Ultimately, our aim is to assist young 
people to become safe drivers and achieve 
their probationary licence, which will help 
create more options for them when looking 
for employment and also give them greater 
freedom and independence.” 

Mr Palmer said the TAC L2P program could 
not operate without the help of dedicated 
volunteers and that the program is always 

looking for more volunteers. 
“Providing more young drivers with the 

support they need to get their license is only 
possible through the dedication of TAC L2P 
volunteer mentors whose contributions make 
the most incredible difference.

 “By donating just one or two hours a week, 
volunteers will give disadvantaged young 
people the chance to get their probationary 
licence,” he said. 

“Volunteers develop great relationships and 
a real sense of pride when the young person 
achieves their licence.”

The TAC L2P program is free for eligible 
young people and is managed by the 
Department of Transport  Programs team. 
Discover more by visiting vicroads.vic.gov.au 
and searching for TAC L2P.

The TAC L2P Program is a joint partnership 
between the Department of Transport and the 
Transport Accident Commission, supported 
by the Victorian Government, administered by 
Council and is proudly supported by Swan 
Hill and Kerang Toyota.

For more information on the TAC L2P 
Learner Driver Program, or if you’re interested 
in becoming a mentor, visit Council’s website 
at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au or contact Ross 
Palmer on 5036 2380.

Pictured: TAC L2P throughout the years.

Free solar for Swan Hill disability service provider, Vivid. From L-R: Cr Bill Moar, Mayor of Swan Hill 
Rural City Council, Matt Iannucci, Swan Hill Solar and Electrical, participants at Vivid, Maree Miliano, 
Vivid’s Regional Manager for Mallee. Photo taken earlier this year.

Please note the TAC L2P Learner Driver 
Program is currently suspended due to 
COVID-19 restrictions until further notice.



UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
>> 23 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 8.30am* >> 27 June, Swan Hill Town Hall at 6pm

>> 18 July, Swan Hill Town Hall at 4pm >> 15 August, Robinvale Community Centre 
at 4pm

A WORD FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS

Central Ward
Deputy Mayor

CR ANN YOUNG
0409 503 711
ann.young@swanhill.vic.gov.au

My time as a new Councillor has been very interesting 
and rewarding. I have attended many community events, 
meetings and spoken to many groups along the way.

I stood for Council as I felt that it can be a pathway 
into having input into different areas of influence, plus 
representing the views of ratepayers, community and the 
many different sectors of business and industry. And I have 
been encouraged by what I have seen and been involved 
in so far.  

Until you get onto Council you can never be fully aware 
of what is involved in all the processes and the different 
connections that occur. 

There is lots of reading of documents that are presented 
to Councillors to allow informed decisions to be made and 
this is quite time consuming.  

Councillors also need to understand the many different 
representative bodies and organisations that feed into local, 
regional, state and federal policy area. 

Central Ward

CR LEA JOHNSON
0487 770 456
lea.johnson@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was a few months ago now, but I want to take this 
opportunity to thank and congratulate the organisers of the 
75th anniversary celebrations for the Lake Boga flying boat 
repair depot. 

The whole weekend was an incredible success, drawing 
huge crowds to the lake. And entertainment aside the 
celebrations showcased our region to hundreds of visitors 
and provided a welcome boost to our local economy. Well 
done to everyone involved. 

Another very important event for our community was the 
launch of the Koori Family Violence Police Protocols (KFVPP) 
at the Swan Hill Police Station in April.

Aimed at strengthening responses to incidents of family 
violence in Aboriginal communities in Swan Hill, these 
protocols are a partnership between Victoria Police, the 
Department of Justice, the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Aboriginal community.

Family violence is a problem that needs to be tackled by 
our entire community and these organisations joining forces 
to combine their services is a fantastic step. 

Central Ward

CR CHRIS JEFFERY
0429 447 802
chris.jeffery@swanhill.vic.gov.au

A lot has happened over the last few weeks and a number 
of key decisions made.

We have finalised plans for the Swan Hill Riverside Park 
$1.2 million development (Active Play Precinct Plan) which 
includes a new skate park, kids adventure play park, active 
play areas, landscaping, shade and seating.

Soon we will see the completion of the final four bus 
shelters in Swan Hill - Thurla, Chapman, Palaroo and Werril 
streets.  We will also seek funding for new shelter on High 
Street near Swan Hill District Health and are continuing to 
work with VicRoads and Public Transport Victoria for a new 
bus shelter on McCallum Street.

Council also recently decided to cover a shortfall in 
funding for the Catalina Flying Boat Museum project in Lake 
Boga. This project includes a new cafe for 100 people, new 
children’s play equipment, car park and footpaths.

All these projects will be of great benefit to our community 
and I look forward to seeing them come to fruition.

Murray Mallee Ward

CR GARY NORTON
0428 398 981
gary.norton@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was great to see a number of roads graded in the Murray 
Mallee Ward recently including around Nyah, Nyah West, 
Chinkapook and Wood Wood. Council’s Roads Team do 
a great job rolling out this program and I hope to see them 
back in the area again soon.

It’s also really pleasing to see a couple of projects in Nyah 
West completed in the last few months.

The new footpaths and pedestrian crossings have been 
a welcomed addition by the community. They not only 
look great but provide a safer link between the post office, 
preschool and primary school.

I’ve also been receiving a lot of positive feedback about 
the new entrance to the Nyah West Cemetery. Council and 
the Nyah West Cemetery Trust worked together to seal the 
road entering and inside the cemetery.  This has not only 
improved the appearance of the cemetery, but provides 
safer and easier access.

Robinvale Ward

CR JOHN KATIS
0459 077 532
john.katis@swanhill.vic.gov.au

It was absolutely fantastic to receive news that the Victorian 
State Budget included funding for the Robinvale Community 
Hub.

This support from the government means a lot to myself 
and the residents of Robinvale. It means we will have another 
state-of-the-art, multi-use facility to educate our children. It 
means we will have a static library for all members of our 
community to enjoy. And it means that the State Government 
believes in investing in Robinvale.

Adding to this, the construction for the Robinvale Early 
Learning Centre is planned for the end of the year. These 
two projects will go hand-in-hand, improving our education 
facilities and providing easier access to a wide range of 
services that will now be under the one umbrella.

So to everyone involved, I want to say thank you. From 
ideas to advocating to submitting the funding application - 
this is a true group effort and I cannot wait to see this project 
get underway.

I recently had the pleasure of touring the 
municipality with Her Excellency Linda Dessau AC  
Governor of Victoria.

Over a day and a half we visited farms, schools, 
museums and community organisations, ate 
some delicious local produce and met with 
community leaders. During which I felt a real 
sense of pride showcasing what our municipality 
has to offer.

However, one of the biggest positives I took from 
the tour was being able to take the time to visit 
some incredible, historic and innovative places.

We saw machines at Select Harvest in Robinvale 
that will convert almond waste into power to run 
their factory. We were escorted from one building 
to another by an incredibly talented brass band 
at the Robinvale College. We took a look inside 
the lab at Andrew Peace Wines, where wines are 
tested for enzyme levels as different countries 
have varying requirements when importing. And 

we learned about some state-of-the-art farming 
innovations at Kilter Rural.

It really was incredible and a great reminder of 
how much our region is growing and progressing 
and I encourage all locals to become a tourist in 
your own town and check out some of these sites 
and tourist attractions.

STILL TIME TO HAVE YOUR SAY
Last month the 2017-21 Council Plan and the 
2017/18 draft budget were released for public 
comment.

Both firsts for the new Council, these documents 
represent months of hard work, tough calls, the 
vision we have for our municipality and an action 
plan for how to achieve that.

The four-year Council Plan sets out five key focus 
areas - economic growth, community enrichment, 
infrastructure, governance and leadership, and the 
environment.

The 2017/18 budget is closely aligned to 
these themes, featuring new initiatives, exciting 
infrastructure development and ongoing service 
delivery.

For example in 2017/18, Council plans to spend 
$16.88 million on infrastructure projects.

We will also spend more than $46 million to 
operate Council and deliver community services 
ranging from maternal and child health and 
the arts, to economic development, animal 
management and parks maintenance.

The new Council has worked hard to achieve 
this within the State Government rate cap of 2 per 
cent and I believe we have delivered a budget that 
is both practical and delivers for our communities.

The budget and Council Plan are now over to 
you, our community, for comment. You can make 
a comment online at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/
yoursay or write to us. Public comment will be 
open until 19 June.

GOVERNOR’S VISIT TO REGION

CR LES MCPHEE
Mayor
0427 319 394
les.mcphee@swanhill.vic.gov.au

All members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings.  
Agendas are available at www.swanhill.vic.gov.au in the days leading up to the meeting.

*Special Council meetings will also be held from time to time.
Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au for details or check local media.

CONTACT 
COUNCIL
Swan Hill Business Centre 
45 Splatt Street  
Swan Hill VIC 3585 
Phone 5036 2333, Fax 5036 2340

Robinvale Resource Centre 
68-72 Herbert Street
Robinvale VIC 3549
Phone 5051 8000, Fax 5051 8010

Swan Hill Rural City Council and/or its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without 
flaw or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any 
loss or other consequences which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

Both offices are open Monday to Friday 8.30am until 5pm

WWW.SWANHILL.VIC.GOV.AU
Email :  counci l@swanhi l l .vic.gov.au
PO Box 488, Swan Hi l l  VIC 3585

Central Ward

CR BILL MOAR
0429 496 194
bill.moar@swanhill.vic.gov.au

I would describe my first six months of being a Councillor as an 
enjoyable challenge. 

I have attended many community meetings, openings 
and events, and met many residents of our municipality that 
I wouldn’t otherwise had the chance to interact with before 
becoming a Councillor.

Some of the highlights have been the development of Council’s 
four year plan, the budget formulation process, involvement in 
the various committees and forums such as The Loddon Mallee 
Waste Resource and Recovery Forum, The Murray Darling 
Association, Livestock Exchange Group, Agricultural Advisory 
Committee and the Economic Development Unit. It has been 
an awesome experience learning of all the work that goes on 
behind the scenes and the background knowledge required to 
make informed decisions.

In regard to Council’s four year plan and 2017/18 budget, 
these two documents are created with the community and the 
future of our region in mind. And that is why I want to encourage 
residents to read them, to ask questions if there is something 
you don’t understand and to make a submission if you think we 
have missed something or there’s an area we need to address. 
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INVESTING IN ROBINVALE’S FUTURE

INSIDE
>> WORKS UPDATE
>> 2017-21 COUNCIL PLAN

>> DRAFT BUDGET
>> OFF LEASH DOG PARK

The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 

What’s open

These Council services are operational, 
but some have altered operations to 
reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19:

Council offi ces at Splatt Street, Swan 
Hill and Herbert Street, Robinvale
• Open from 8.30am to 5pm, Monday 
 to Friday.
• Social distancing measures have 
 been implemented – please be aware 
 of and observe these if you visit.
• Please ensure you wear a face 
 covering when visiting our customer 
 service offi ces. 
• Please do not visit a Council offi ce 
 if you are unwell, with symptoms 
 such as fever (high temperature), 
 cough or diffi culty breathing. Please 
 do not visit if you have been overseas 
 in the past 14 days or have been in 
 close contact with a person 
 confi rmed to have COVID-19.
• Consider calling us with your 
 enquiries, rather than visiting. There 
 are dedicated phone lines for all 
 Council departments – fi nd them on 
 our website or call customer service 
 5036 2333.
• Council’s website also has a range of 
 information, and you can report 
 issues online.
• Council offers various online and 
 phone methods for payments – 
 please see your Council rates notice 
 or invoice for details.

Swan Hill Regional Livestock 
Exchange
Sheep and cattle sales are continuing 
for the moment, and this is subject to 
government advice and any further 
restrictions. We are asking the general 
public not to come to the sales. Entry 
will be restricted to agents, buyers and 
sale staff, to ensure social distancing 
and to reduce risk. We will record the 
details of all those who enter, to allow 
for traceability.

Swan Hill Out of School Hours 
Service
This service will be available to those 
children attending school. Families 
are encouraged to keep their OOSH 
bookings. The gap fee will be waived if 
the child is absent from the program. If 
the child attends normal fees apply. In 
addition the Government will provide an 
additional 30 absence days for children 
staying home during this period. 
Contact Bec Carmichael on 0418 558 
994 for any questions.

Waste collection – kerbside 
Kerbside waste collection is continuing 
on as normal, but we’re asking a few 
favours to help it run smoothly...

• Please put your bin out the night 
 before it is due for collection 
 (scheduled collection days are the 
 same as normal)
• Be aware that it might not be 
 collected at normal time, but it will 
 be collected.
• Please put your bin out facing the 
 road and on the correct side of the 
 road – drivers will not get out of their 
 trucks to rotate or move bins
Please note that all landfi ll and transfer 
station operations are open as normal. 
Community Care services
Operating as normal, including 
domestic assistance, personal care, 
respite care and property maintenance.
Immunisations
Extra precautions will be implemented 
at monthly immunisation sessions in 
Swan Hill.
• Anyone wanting to attend Council’s 
 immunisation sessions at Swan Hill 
 Town Hall must book fi rst by calling 
 Council’s Public Health Unit on 5036 
 2591
• To ensure social distancing is 
 maintained, pre-booked time slots 
 will be allocated.
• Only one parent or guardian should 
 accompany the child who is to be 
 vaccinated.
• Community members attending will 
 be asked to use the hand sanitiser 
 provided on entry and extra 
 precautions will be in place around 
 infection control between 
 appointments.
• Immunisation session times have 
 been extended to allow additional 
 time.
• The next immunisation sessions are 
 on 10 August from 10am-11am and 
 24 August from 5.30pm-6.30pm.
• People in Robinvale are advised to 
 contact their local GP or Robinvale 
 district Health Service for information 
 on immunisations.
Maternal Child Health
Maternal Child Health services will 
be operating differently in the coming 
weeks.

• Maternal Child Health will continue to 
 support all families with children 
 under school age and will be 
 providing a COVID safe environment 
 to see families.  Our staff will be 
 required to wear masks and eye 
 shields during appointments and 
 adults attending the centre will need 
 to wear a mask to, during and from 
 appointments.
• Families attending the centre will be 
 required to respond to COVID pre-
 visit screening prior to presenting for 
 face to face appointments.  This may 
 be conducted via text messages or 
 phone calls. 

• Face to face appointments at the 
 Swan Hill centre will be prioritised for 
 families with infants eight months and 
 under, Aboriginal families and 
 children, and any family or child with 
 additional or complex needs and only 
 where the infant and / or family 
 screen negative to COVID pre-visit 
 screening.
• For older infants and children where 
 a face to face appointment is not 
 available/ appropriate, or where any 
 family prefers; consultations will be 
 conducted by a secure telehealth 
 video or telephone call (accessible on 
 smart phones or ipads at home). 
• Consultations may be arranged at 
 MCH Centres in Nyah West, 
 Robinvale, Lake Boga and 
 Manangatang by appointment only 
 and after confi rming with the 
 Maternal Child Health Nurse.
• Maternal Child Health Nurses will 
 be able to make referrals to external 
 agencies. 
• All group sessions (New Parents 
 Groups, Play Groups, education 
 sessions) delivered by MCH staff may 
 be offered in alternate formats if 
 COVID safe guidelines permit.
• MCH staff will still be available to 
 discuss short concerns during offi ce 
 hours by contacting us on 50320300.
• Families continue to have 24-hour 
 access to the Maternal Child Health 
 Hotline on 132229.

Meals on Wheels
Swan Hill Township
To ensure Meals on Wheels continues 
to vulnerable people during COVID-19, 
Council is changing the way delivery 
takes place. 
• Meals will be delivered each weekday 
 between 11.45am and 1.30pm. 
 Individual times may vary within that 
 time.
• This change is only temporary during 
 COVID-19 restrictions. If you 
 have any questions please contact 
 Community Care on 5036 4700.
Robinvale and Manangatang
Meals on Wheels in the Robinvale 
and Manangatang areas is provided 
by Robinvale District Health Services. 
Please contact them with any queries.

Services suspended
L2P Learner Driver Program 
This program is suspended for the 
safety of volunteers and young people.
Social Support Services (through 
Community Care)
Social Support Services, including 
regular social groups and outings, are 
not operating. Clients will be contacted 
via phone.

Buildings closed
Following the Premier’s announcement 
of Stage 3 restrictions on 2 August, the 
following buildings are closed to the 
public for now:

• Big Green Shed at Swan Hill Landfi ll 
• Community centres at Lake Boga, 
 Manangatang, Nyah and Woorinen 
 South
• Senior citizens centres at Swan 
 Hill, Robinvale, Nyah West and 
 Manangatang
• Lake Boga Flying Boat Museum
• Pioneer Settlement (except the post 
 offi ce, which will continue to operate)
• Heartbeat of the Murray laser light 
 show
• Robinvale Community Arts Centre
• Robinvale Leisure Centre
• Robinvale Visitor Information Centre
• Swan Hill Leisure Centre
• Swan Hill Regional Art Gallery
• Swan Hill Regional Library including 
 mobile library services
• Swan Hill Region Information Centre
• Swan Hill Stadium
• Swan Hill Town Hall 
• Swan Hill YouthInc

Parks and Playgrounds
• Park areas will remain open, 
 however playgrounds, skate parks 
 and communal gym equipment will 
 be closed.

Stage 3 Restrictions 
now apply
From 11:59pm on Wednesday 5 
August 2020 if you live in regional 
Victoria you cannot leave home 
except for one of the following four 
reasons:

• to shop for food and essential 
 goods or services

• to provide care, for compassionate 
 reasons or to seek medical 
 treatment

• to exercise or for outdoor 
 recreation

• for work or study, if you can’t do it 
 from home.

For health advice and more 
information about COVID-19 
restrictions, visit www.dhhs.vic.gov.
au or www.health.gov.au

You can also call the Victorian 
Coronavirus hotline - 1800 675 398

Swan Hill Rural City Council
COVID-19 service changes

Current at 7 August 2020
The COVID-19 situation and government response is changing rapidly. 

Visit www.swanhill.vic.gov.au/covid-19 or call 5036 2333 for the most current information on Council services.

You must wear a face covering when you leave home, unless you have a lawful reason for not doing so.
Even while wearing a face covering, you should keep at least 1.5 metres distance between yourself and others.

For health advice and information about social distancing and travel restrictions,
visit www.dhhs.vic.gov.au or www.health.gov.au

You can also call the Victorian Coronavirus hotline - 1800 675 398




