
 

 

LUCY DACEY is hereby awarded the AUSTRALIA DAY CITIZEN OF THE YEAR FOR 
2020 in recognition of her long and valued service to the Nyah District community. 

A mother of 11 children, Lucy is a truly committed citizen through her various roles in 
the community. She has always shown support for and encouraged involvement in the 
local community – whether it is helping to organise an event or instigating improvements 
to facilities, Lucy is willing to get involved.  

Lucy cooks for all local groups and local activities, and catered at the Nyah Trots for 15 
years.  

Lucy has been a member of the Nyah District Action Group for nearly 30 years and has 
been an active participant in all activities.  

She helped instigate the Christmas Carnival Committee which holds a carnival in Nyah 
West Park in early December each year and sells raffle tickets at the event. When the 
previous committee were unable to continue running the carnival, Lucy, together with 
five of her fellow community members formed a committee and organised the event with 
just three months’ notice. The committee has run a successful Christmas Carnival each 
year for approximately 10 years, and last year received the Community Event of the 
Year award from Swan Hill Rural City Council. 
 
Lucy also raised money to purchase Christmas decorations for both Nyah West and 
Nyah by baking and selling many items. 
Lucy has been a wonderful supporter of the Nyah District Lions Club since 1980 and 
has bagged the doughnut mix for the Nyah District Lions Club Market for all this time. 
For the past five years Lucy has sold raffle tickets at the market for the Lions Club. 

Each year for at least 15 years, Lucy has decorated a Christmas cake and cooked a 
Christmas pudding for the Lions Christmas raffle. Additionally, for around 25 years, Lucy 
has provided most utensils and baking dishes for the Australia Day Breakfast conducted 
by the Lions Club in the Nyah West Park.  

In recognition of her continued support and dedication to the Lions Club, Lucy was 
awarded the prestigious International Melvin Jones Award in 2019. Lucy has also 
received the Nyah District Citizenship Award in recognition of her service to her local 
community.  
 
After seeing a need for a walking group in the Nyah West area approximately 15 years 
ago, Lucy started the group, which would walk from the old Nyah West Fire Station and 
finished at Lucy’s house, where she always had scones and a hot drink ready. 



When Lucy’s children attended the local school she was a very active member of the 
Nyah West Primary School Parents’ Club, taking on the role of President for several 
years, as well as Fundraising Co-ordinator.  

Lucy was also a very active member of the Swan Hill Garden Club for many years, 
taking on the role of President for a considerable number of years. Lucy takes great 
pride in her garden and has had many open days where people can admire her 
beautiful garden. Lucy also took others to garden club meetings and organised trips to 
other gardens and displays. 

In 2019, Lucy raised more than $1,000 to help cover the cost to provide a quality guest 
speaker from Sydney for a Mental Health Program run for people in the local 
community. 

Additionally, Lucy has been involved in Riding for the Disabled Association Swan Hill for 
around 15 years. During this time, Lucy has provided food for participants and leaders 
each week for their activities. Lucy has also raised more than $10,000 to support the 
work of Riding for the Disabled. This was from money donated by people coming to look 
at her amazing doll collection in Nyah West, of which Lucy has over 2,000 dolls on 
display. 
 
Since 2008, Lucy has been hosting Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea events for Cancer 
Council Victoria, which saw regular attendance of more than 50 people. Lucy also 
provided most of the food for this event. Through her fundraising activities from these 
Biggest Morning Tea events and donations from people viewing her doll collection, Lucy 
has raised more than $10,000. 
 
Lucy is a worthy recipient of the 2020 Australia Day Citizen of the Year Award. 


