
 

 
 
 

THE SWAN HILL 24-HOUR SWIMATHON is hereby awarded the AUSTRALIA 
DAY COMMUNITY EVENT OF THE YEAR FOR 2020. 

The 24-hour Swimathon was a very successful community event held from 10 to 11 
January 2020 at the Swan Hill Outdoor Pool as a fundraiser for Chances for 
Children.  

The event was intended to be a healthy, fun way to help other young people in our 
Swan Hill Rural City communities and successfully achieved this aim. It started from 
community spirit, which was fostered throughout its planning and staging.  

The 24-hour Swimathon was organised by Year 12 student Arlie Atkinson and was 
eight months in the planning, with Arlie organising and leading the project from idea 
to fruition, showing leadership and outstanding community spirit.  

The local organisation Chances for Children was chosen as it helps assist young 
people in local towns to achieve goals in sport, the arts and academia. 

The 24-hour Swimathon event required massive organisation, with 
sponsors/businesses, registration of teams, catering, lifeguards, publicity and much 
more, all needing to be securely in place.  

Arlie linked and liaised with Youth Affairs Council Victoria, Swan Hill YouthInc and 
many community organisations, as well as the Chances for Children team at Mallee 
Family Care. Groups such as Central Mallee Osteopathy and a number of Swan Hill 
Rural City Councillors also participated. 

The event ran smoothly and was so successful that almost $10,000 was raised for 
local young people to better their opportunities in life. 

Arlie has for many years been heavily involved in Nyah Two Bays swimming club, 
competing at all levels including at a national level, so brought skills and knowledge 
to the planning of this event, which became a big undertaking.  

The Swan Hill 24-hour Swimathon is a worthy recipient of the 2020 Australia Day 
Community Event of the Year Award. 
 
 


