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INVESTING IN ROBINVALE’S FUTURE

The Robinvale community is set to reap the benefits of 
years of advocacy and behind the scenes work with 
the State Government recently announcing funding for 
a multi-service facility on the grounds of the Robinvale 
College.

The Robinvale Community Hub will provide students 
and the community with a static library and a space 
that encourages sharing the currently under-utilised 
infrastructure, making the college the heart of the 
Robinvale community.

Plans include a kitchenette for both staff and public 
use, toilets with change room facilities to encourage early 
learning and mother’s groups to meet, office space and 
conference facilities that will also double as seminar, 
workshop and group learning rooms.

The location earmarked for the new shared facility is 
an unused building surrounded by a clearing on the outer 
grounds of the college.

Council’s Mayor Les McPhee said the value of a 
shared library facility to the Robinvale community would 
be unprecedented. 

“Robinvale is such an incredibly diverse and 
multicultural community and I think the benefits of a 
regular library service will help provide a connection for 
all members of the community.

“It will be a unique model and something that we hope 
might be replicated in other towns around the state.”

Mayor McPhee went on to thank the Mallee Regional 
Partnership and the State Government for their belief in 
this project and in the future of Robinvale.

“We look forward to working with them, the college, 
the Robinvale community and other local partners to see 
this project through.”

Robinvale College Council President Jeremey Boyd 
said in fear of leaving anyone out, there were too many 
people to thank individually.

“Gaining this funding has been a magnificent team 
effort and achievement and to anyone who has been 
involved in any aspect of this project, we are extremely 
grateful,” Mr Boyd said. 

“This new space will further add to our existing 
Community Hub facilities, such as the swimming pool 
and community garden.  

“And construction will start early in the new financial 
year on the Early Learning Centre, with tenders for 
construction going out last month.

“There really are exciting times ahead for the college 
and the community.”

TEAM ROBINVALE: Mayor Les McPhee with College Captains Jessie Kelly and Jackson Leslie and College 
Council President Jeremey Boyd at the site the new Community Hub will be located. 

WHAT A CONCEPT: An artist's impression of what the building may look 
like once completed. 

RIVERFRONT 
GETS ACTIVE
The future is also looking bright for Swan Hill’s riverfront with $1 million 
announced in the State Budget, and concepts for a new active play 
space and skate park about to be released for public input.

Mayor Les McPhee said while the community had been enjoying some 
of the great riverfront improvements – like shared pathways, lighting and 
exercise equipment - planning had continued in the background for the 
next round of projects.

“We have been planning a new active play space and skate park, 
which will make Riverside Park an even better area for children and their 
families to be,” Cr McPhee said.

“And we have worked with consultants to build two business cases 
– one around private investment along the riverfront and one looking at
a cultural centre,” he said.

“Thanks to the State Budget announcement, we will soon see some 
more development on the ground.”

Story continued on page 3

JUMPING FOR JOY: Spirits are high at the Robinvale College after 
news of the funding. 
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FAREWELL TO AN
OUTSTANDING CEO
This month we farewelled John 
McLinden, an exceptional leader for 
our municipality who has made a 
signifi cant contribution over the last 
fi ve years.
Cr Bill Moar also handed the Mayoral 
reins over to Cr Jade Benham 
following the annual Mayoral election.

WE DID IT!
Our municipality has offi cially reached the huge milestone of >95% of 
our eligible population having received their second dose vaccination.
This is an incredible effort that places us in the top 3 LGA’s within the 
state, an amazing achievement we should all be very proud of!

Tails were wagging as our paw-some new dog 
park got the ultimutt stamp of approval.

DOG PARK OFFICIAL OPENING
Swan Hill’s new off-leash dog park at Tower Hill 
was offi cially opened on Wednesday, 24 November.

SPLASHING INTO SUMMER
Warmer weather is upon us and our 
outdoor pools are now open.
We hope families enjoy using our 
facilities over the summer period – 
but remember to slip, slop and slap.

MEET THE MAYOR
Questions:
Where were you born? Swan Hill
How long have you lived in the municipality? 
All of my life except for 12 years, when I lived and 
worked around Australia and abroad.
What was your fi rst career? Ace radio 
broadcasting, I was employed as a copywriter.
What is your favourite local food and why? 
Given that I live on an almond farm and my 
husband is an almond grower. I would have to say 
almonds to support the industry.
What is something interesting about yourself 
that people may not know?
I am huge country music fan and I ride dirt bikes 
on the weekends.
What is one thing that you have achieved, or are 
most proud of, during your time on Council?

The release of the Robinvale population study 
along with the funding for the Robinvale Leisure 
Centre expansion.

What has been your biggest challenge, or has 
surprised you the most?
Learning and understanding planning and 
development and its complexities.

In one word, describe yourself. Onion

NEW SOCCER HUB IS ON THE WAY
The much anticipated Swan Hill Soccer Hub, is on the 
way.

SUMMER BLOOMS SET TO IMPRESS
Gardens right across our municipality are set to be 
blooming in time for our upcoming summer season.

your

Christmas is a time of giving and there is never a 
better time to give back to your local community than 
by shopping local and supporting small business.

This year, we should all consider not only what we 
should buy for our loved ones these holidays but 
where our money is going once it is spent?

SHOP LOCAL
THIS CHRISTMAS

It is better for the environment

You are giving to a familyother than your own

You get better customer service

It feels good

Contribute to your local economy

Five reasons to shop within yourlocal community this Christmas:

$120,000: The Farmer - Swan Hill Art Gallery

$165,000: Nyah West Toilet Block Renewal

$275,000: Robinvale Leisure Centre Carpark

$275,000: Swan Hill Leisure Centre - Swimming Pool
- Heated Water Supply and Pool Plant Renewal

$330,000: Robinvale Leisure Centre
Internal Fit-out

$440,000: Swan Hill Town Hall Exterior Refurbishment

$548,316 (supplement with $111,684 rates):
Lake Boga Southern Entrance Beautifi cation Project

$715,000: Stage 1 - Number 9 Channel
- McCallum Street Footpath

TOTAL: $2,868,316

COUNCIL IS SET TO RECEIVE $2,868,316 FROM THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S LOCAL ROADS AND COMMUNITY
INFRASTRUCTURE FUND, ROUND 3.

PROJECTS SET
TO FLOURISH

SUBJECT TO FUNDING BODY APPROVAL


