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Leonie Kelsall author talk 
at Robinvale & Swan Hill 
Libraries in November.  
(see page 9 for details).  

For Learning, For Leisure, For Life 

Swan Hill Library recently hosted our sixth annual Young Writer’s Award 

competition. More than one hundred people attended the presentation held 

in October.  

The Young Writer’s Award is one of several programs run by the Library to 

assist with the development of literacy skills.  

Thank you to Swan Hill College teacher and literacy leader, Janet 

McCutcheon and her Year 11 Literature class for their efforts with 

shortlisting the 109 entries. Another big thank you to Laurel Harrison, retired 

school librarian and English teacher, for her continued participation in 

judging the competition. Her comments on the awards night were insightful 

and considered and always aimed at encouraging our young writers to 

continue writing imaginative stories.   

Congratulations to all the children who had their stories shortlisted, were 

highly commended, or were category winners.  

Special thank to Bronte Rayner from SHDH Community health for 

presenting participants with their certificates of achievement and prizes.  

The prize winners are listed on page 4. Read a selection of stories on pages 

6-7.  

Young Writers Awards 2022 
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Featured BorrowBox e-books for November 

Coming soon 
 

Buried                 

Sharon Bolton 

Treasured State 

CJ Box  

No Plan B  

Lee Child  

Butterfly Collector 

Tea Cooper  

Desert Star  

Michael Connelly  

 

 

 

 

 

Day’s End 

Garry Disher  

Work Wives  

Rachael Johns 

Fanatic Heart 

Tom Keneally 

Long Weekend 

Judy Nunn 

Mad Honey              

Jodi Picoult 

Murder in Williamstown          

Kerry Greenwood 

 

 

 

Download from the Library’s website  
or the FREE BorrowBox app. Download or 
‘borrow’ up to six e-audiobooks and six           
e-books at a time, for three weeks.  

Remember an early return increases your  
available loans immediately and reserves 
count as loans. 

BorrowBox e-audiobook of the month 
The Book of Roads & Kingdoms 
Richard Fidler 

When Richard Fidler came across the 
account of Ibn Fadlan – a tenth-century 
Arab diplomat who travelled all the way 
from Baghdad to the cold riverlands of 
modern-day Russia – he was struck by 
how modern his voice was, like that of a 
21st century time-traveller dropped into 
a medieval wilderness. On further 
investigation, Fidler discovered this was 
just one of countless reports from Arab 
and Persian travellers of their 
adventures in medieval China, India, 
Africa and Byzantium. Put together, he 
saw these stories formed a crazy quilt 
picture of a lost world.  

The Book of Roads & Kingdoms is the 
story of the medieval wanderers who 
travelled out to the edges of the known 
world during Islam's fabled Golden Age 

– an era when the caliphs of Baghdad 
presided over a dominion greater than 
the Roman Empire at its peak, 
stretching from North Africa to India. 
Imperial Baghdad, founded as the 'City 
of Peace', quickly became the biggest 
and richest metropolis in the world. 
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eMagazines, something for everyone!  

   Visit library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

  or like us on Facebook or Instagram! 

 Find out what’s happening at the Library 

Book Chat 

Open to people aged 

16 years and over, the 

Book Chat group 

meets at the Library 

every second 

Wednesday of the 

month, 7pm-8.30pm. 

New members are 

welcome! 

Knitter Knatters 

(Knitting and crochet 

group) 

Every Tuesday 

morning from 10am-

12pm.  

Knit, crochet, sew & 

chat! 

New Knitter Knatters 

are welcome! 

Scrabble club 

The Scrabble Club 

meets every Tuesday 

at 2pm. 

New players welcome! 

Toy Library 

The Toy Library  

provides toys and  

educational resources 

for babies, toddlers 

and children. Open 

hours are: 

Fridays: 11am to 12pm 

Saturday: 10am to 

11.30 am 

For more information 

contact Sharyn on 

0427 847486. 

uLibrary e-audio book of the month  

Healing His Heart 

Annie Seaton 

Life doesn't always give you what you 

think you need.  

Bestselling author Liam Wyndham 

needed an escape, and Noosa, with its 

small town charm and beautiful ocean, 

is the perfect place to hide out from the 

scandal surrounding his estranged 

dead wife. A place where he can enjoy 

his writer's block in sweet isolation. But 

all of his plans to become a surly 

recluse disappear when carpenter 

Georgie Sacchi marches into his 

house...  

Georgie wants an adventure, and she 

has a plane ticket that promises her 

everything she needs-excitement, 

independence, and a way to escape the 

memory of her last ruined relationship. 

Still, she has one last job to complete 

before she can leave the country. The 

last thing she needs is a recalcitrant 

author distracting her from her plans. 
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Young Writers Awards 2021 (continued) 

Thank you to the NOVO Youth Council, Swan Hill YouthInc and Bank First 

for their continued sponsorship. Prize winners received a Showbiz Cinema 

pass.  

Grade Prep 

1st prize: Bohdi Roberts, ‘Jingle, Jangle, Jungle’’ (Nyah District Primary 

School) 

Highly Commended: Joel Astall, ‘Stung’ (Swan Hill Primary School) 

 

Year 1/2: 

1st prize: Lilah Roberts, ‘Witch Dentist’ (Nyah District Primary School) 

Highly Commended: Darcy McLaughlin, ’Max and the Big Race’ (St 

Mary’s Primary School) 

 

Year 3/4: 

1st prize: Kathleen Kennedy, ‘Courage’ (St Mary’s Primary School) 

Highly Commended: Scarlett Free, ‘Smile 4 Miles’ (St Mary’s Primary 

School) 

 

Year 5/6: 

1st prize: Ruby Eastwood, ‘Glow or Face’ (Swan Hill North Primary 

School) 

Highly Commended: Oliver Spinks, ‘Smile’ (St Mary’s Primary School) 

 

Multiclass: 

1st prize: Lachi Roberts, ‘Henry the Bear’ (Swan Hill Specialist School) 

Highly Commended: Cade Hogan, ‘Grandpa and the Beehive’ (Swan Hill 

Specialist School) 

 

People’s choice award (voted for on Facebook):  

Roxy Amor, ‘An Elf and an Angel’ (Swan Hill Primary School) 

 

Read a selection of stories on pages 6-7 

 

Bohdi Roberts 

Joel Astall 

Lilah Roberts 

Darcy McLaughlin 

Scarlett Free Ruby Eastwood Roxy Amor 
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Year 9 students comic books on display  

Dinosaur Search & Find winner!  

The Swan Hill Library had an amazing 168 entries in the Dinosaur 

Search & Find during the recent school holidays!  

The winner, Darcy McNees, was presented with a $50 Swan Hill Gift 

card. Congratulations Darcy! 

Left: Year 9        Mathe-

matics class from St 

Mary MacKillop   College 

with Teacher Damian 

Howison & their algebra-

ic comic books on dis-

play in the library.  

Temporary Disruption to Libraries Victoria 

holds 

Libraries Victoria are moving to a state-wide courier service for loans     

between library services.  

This means that library members will temporarily be unable to place holds 

on items from other library services across Victoria, starting from 17       

October.  

During this time, you can still place holds for items held at any Swan Hill 

Regional Library branch and visit any Libraries Victoria branch to borrow 

in person.  

We will keep you updated and let you know once the service has returned 

to normal. We thank you for your patience during this time.  

Swan Hill Regional Library branches:     

 Swan Hill     

 Robinvale  

 Barham  

 Moulamein 

 Mathoura 

 Swan Hill Regional Library Outreach   

Vehicle 

 Murray River Council Mobile Library 

Winner: Darcy McNees 

Year 9 students from St Mary MacKillop College have made superhero 

comic books using algebraic thinking. They worked in groups of five to 

create a comic each and the superhero had to use algebra to solve the 

problem.  

They will be on display at the Swan Hill Library in November and copies 

have been made available for loan.  
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NEW! Hoopla Digital! Videos, music, comic books & more!  

Swan Hill Regional Library members can join hoopla digital for free! Download the hoopla digital 

app or register online by visiting www.hoopladigital.com. Register your details to enjoy a huge 

range of music, movies, tv shows, documentaries, magazines, eBooks, eAudio, graphic novels, 

comics and more! You can borrow a total of 10 items for one month.  

There’s something for every age range. Check out the popular Binge Pass where you will find 

‘Hellosaurus’ with engaging and interactive videos for kids or the ‘Curiosity Stream’ with high-quality 

documentaries and factual films. Please ask library staff if you need assistance.  
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Branch operating hours: 

Barham Library: Tuesday and Friday 12pm-5pm, Thursday 10am-

3pm, Saturday 10am-12pm. Phone (03) 5480 1587.  

Mathoura Library: Located in the Mathoura Visitor & Business   

Centre. Open Monday to Friday, 9am - 4pm. Phone: 1300 087 004. 

Moulamein Library: Tuesday and Friday 2pm-6.30pm, Saturday 

10am-12pm. Phone (03) 5480 1702. 

Robinvale Learning & Community Hub: Monday and Wednesday 

2pm-6pm. Thursday 9am-1pm, Saturday 10am-12pm.                      

Phone (03) 5036 2461. 

Robinvale Learning & Community Hub 
Robinvale Library 
programs: 

Storytime 

Thursday at 10.30am 

Join us to listen to 

stories in a fun, 

learning environment. 

Ask your friendly   

librarian to help you 

find a good book or 

two to read ... 

Branch officer: Tonnea 

Watson 



 

Barham Library news 
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Move and Groove 

Thursday at 
10.30am 

Songs, dance, 

storytime and craft 

for toddlers and pre-

schoolers! 

Moulamein Library 
programs: 

Storytime 

Every second 
Tuesday at 2.00 pm, 
starting 7 June.  

Storytime and craft in 

a fun learning 

environment. 

 

Games Afternoon 

Friday 3.00 pm to 6.30 

pm. All ages welcome! 

BARHAM LIBRARY  

Bringalong-a-Book 
Coffee and Chat 

Every second 
Tuesday at 11am 

Bring along a coffee 

and the book you’re 

currently reading 

(instant coffee is also 

available).  

Chat about what’s a 

good read or just 

listen in and enjoy the 

comfort of the Library. 

Robinvale Learning & Community Hub  

Farwell to Tracey 

We farewelled Barham Branch officer Tracey Searle on her last visit to the 

Swan Hill Library in October. Tracey has worked at the Barham Branch 

since 2004 and will be moving to a casual role. During her time at the Bar-

ham Library, Tracey has enthusiastically introduced new programs for 

people of all ages and will be missed by all. We wish her well. 

Welcome to Heiata! 

Heiata Kei recently joined the Robinvale Learning & 

Community Hub as the new Branch Officer, working 

alongside Toneea.  

We will learn more about Heiata in the next newsletter! 

In the meantime, please say hello to Heiata and make 

her welcome.  

Tracey pictured with Swan Hill Library staff    

members 

Landscaping at Robinvale Library 

Progress continues on the garden 

landscaping at the Robinvale      

Library, making it an even more 

inviting place to visit! 



Swan Hill Regional Library 
library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

Find us on Facebook or Instagram 
53 Campbell Street, Swan Hill. Victoria 3585 

Phone (03) 5036 2480 Fax (03) 5036 2483 

library@swanhill.vic.gov.au 

This service is provided by the Swan Hill Rural City Council 

Roving Storytime celebrating Children’s Week 
This Children’s Week event was present by the Swan Hill Regional Library in 

partnership with the Victorian Government & local community groups. 


