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Please note:  

 

The Swan Hill Library will 
be closed from 1pm to 
5.30 pm on Thursday 8 
December. We apologise 
for any inconvenience.   

Christmas operating times 
Swan Hill Library will close at 3pm on Friday, 23 December and re-open 

at 10am on Tuesday, 3 January. Robinvale Library will close at 1pm on 

Thursday, 22 December and re-open at 2pm on Wednesday, 4 January.  

You are welcome to borrow extra items so you have plenty to read during 

the holiday period. No items will be due for return during the time the 

library is closed.  

If you are going away, the loan period for items can be extended - just ask 

one of our friendly library staff. Items can also be returned in the after-

hours chute, while the library is closed. 

You can renew your items online. You can also ring the library on 5036 

2480 or email  us at: library@swanhill.vic.gov.au In your message please 

include your name, library card number and request to renew your items.  

You can also borrow e-books, e-audio books, movies, music and 

magazines through the library’s online resources such as Hoopla, 

BorrowBox, uLibrary, PressReader, Libby and LOTE4Kids. 

 

Library staff would like to wish everyone a very           

Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!  

See you in 2023. 

For Learning, For Leisure,  For Life 
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Featured BorrowBox Christmas eBooks  

Coming soon 
 

Hunting Time 

Jeffery Deaver  

Going Rogue 

Janet Evanovich  

Silver Wishes  

Anna Jacobs  

Killing God 

Stephen Donaldson  

Wrong Sister          

Fiona Palmer 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthright Woman          

Darry Fraser  

        Wish You Were 

Here                        

Karly Lane 

Whittiers  

Danielle Steel 

Righteous Prey         

John Sandford 

 

 

 

 

 

Call of Empire                

Peter Watt 

Download from the 
Library’s website  
or the FREE        
BorrowBox app. 

Download or ‘borrow’ up to 
six e-audiobooks and six        
e-books at a time, for three 
weeks.  

Remember an early return    
increases your  available 
loans immediately and          
reserves count as loans. 

BorrowBox e-audiobook of the month 

Heartaches and Christmas Cakes 
Amy Miller 

December, 1940: All that Audrey Barton 
wants is her family together for 
Christmas. But the war changes 
everything … 

The Barton family bakery in 
Bournemouth has been at the heart of 
the town for generations: Audrey and 
Charlie Barton have never been rich, 
but their bread and cakes – and their 
love and advice – have enriched the 
lives of others in the town for many 
years. 

When war breaks out, it doesn’t take 
long for trouble to arrive on the bakery 
doorstep. Audrey’s brother William has 
joined up to fight, and William’s fiancé 
Elsie fears she may lose him before 
their life together has even begun. 
Audrey’s stepsister Lily comes to stay, 
but Lily is clearly hiding a dark secret.  

Audrey battles to keep hope and 
love alive in tumultuous times. But 
when disaster strikes at Christmas, 
will her efforts be in vain?  

   Visit library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

  or like us on Facebook or Instagram! 

 Find out what’s happening at the Library 
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New! uLibrary e-audiobooks of the month 
Book Chat 

Open to people aged 

16 years and over, the 

Book Chat group 

meets at the Library 

every second 

Wednesday of the 

month, 7pm-8.30pm. 

New members are 

welcome! 

Knitter Knatters 

Every Tuesday 

morning from 10am-

12pm.  

Knit, crochet, sew & 

chat! 

The Knitter Knatter 

group will be having a 

short break over the 

Christmas / New Year 

period.  

Genies 

Closing at  3pm on 

Thursday, 15 Decem-

ber & re-opening at 

10am on Tuesday, 31         

January, 2023. 

Toy Library 

All toys are to be 

returned to the Swan 

Hill Library by Friday 

16 or Saturday 17 

December.  

The Toy Library will re-

open on Friday 3 

February.  

For more information 

call Sharyn McCann on 

0427 847486 

The Christmas Bookshop 
Jenny Colgan 

Carmen has always worked in her local 
department store. So, when the 
gorgeous old building closes its doors 
for good, she is more than a little lost.  

When her sister, Sofia, mentions an 
opportunity in Edinburgh  -  a cute little 
bookshop, the spare room in her house  
-  Carmen is reluctant, she was never 
any good at accepting help. But, short 
on options, she soon finds herself 
pulling into the snowy city just a month 
before Christmas.  

What Sofia didn’t say is that the shop is 
on its last legs and that if Carmen can’t 
help turn things around before 
Christmas, the owner will be forced to 
sell. 

‘Nobody does cosy get-away-from-it-all 
romance like Jenny Colgan’  -  Sunday 
Express. 

 



Local history books for sale  
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Need an idea for a Christmas gift? How about a local history book?  The 

Swan Hill Library currently has several local history titles for sale, ranging 

from $12 to $35 (cash only please).   

Large print VISION calendars for sale  

Swan Hill Library is selling   

Vision Australia’s Large Print 

2022 calendars and Extra 

Large Print calendars, for 

$22 each (cash only), while 

stocks last. 

They make a great Christmas 

present! Please get in early as 

the calendars are selling fast.  

Sorry, we are unable to put   

calendars aside for you. 

Please pick up from Swan Hill 

Library. 

All proceeds go to Vision      

Australia.  

 

If you need an idea for 

a Christmas gift, how 

about a handmade      

library bag?  

We have an 

assortment of bags for 

sale in a variety of 

Christmas designs. 

Bags are only $4 each, 

with all proceeds going 

to the Australian 

Cancer Council.  

A huge thank you to 

our wonderful library 

patrons who donated 

their time and spare 

material to make these 

lovely bags for our     

customers. And they're 

so handy you can use 

them for more library 

books!  

Handmade       

Christmas library 

bags for sale 
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NEW! LOTE 4 Kids : digital books in many languages!  
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 Last Storytimes for 2022 

The last Move and Groove session at the Swan Hill Library for 2022 will be 

on Wednesday,  21 December at 10.30am.   

The last Baby Rhyme Time session at the Swan Hill Library for 2022 will be 

on Friday, 23 December at 10.30am.  
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Christmas Storytime 

Join us for a special Christmas Storytime at the Swan Hill Library.  Starting 

at the earlier time of 10am, we will be reading Christmas stories, singing 

Christmas carols and decorating Christmas hats.  

Santa Claus will make a brief stopover on his trip around Australia and is 

looking forward to seeing lots of local children getting into the Christmas 

spirit! 

When:  Saturday, 10 December 

Time:  Starting at the earlier time of 10am  

Cost:  FREE! 

 

Children under 12 must be supervised by an adult. 

Bookings are essential. For more information or to book your place 

contact the library on 5036 2480.  

STORYTIMES 

JANUARY 2023 

Swan Hill Library: 

Move and Groove 

10.30am on       

Wednesday  4, 11, 18 

and 25 January. 

 

Baby Rhyme Time 

10.30am on Friday 6, 

13, 20  and 27 January. 

 

Saturday Storytime 

Will resume at 10.30 

am on Saturday 4   

February.  

 

A big thank you to our 

wonderful Storytime 

volunteers and Council 

staff who have         

conducted Saturday 

Storytime sessions or 

Twilight Tales through-

out 2022: 

Erin, Nic, Helen, Rita, 

Alison, Michelle, Brian, 

Denise, Travis, Tim & 

Max 

 

Robinvale Library: 

Storytime: 

The last Storytime for 
2022 will be 10.30 am 
on Thursday 22         
December.  

Come along to hear 
some Christmas        
stories and do some 
Christmas craft! 

Storytime will resume 
at 10.30 am on      
Thursday 5 January 
2023.  

 

Carols by Fairylight  

Bring along the whole family and join in with our local carolling group as 

they sing all your favourite Christmas Carols!   Followed by a fun  

Christmas craft for the kids.  

When: Wednesday 21 December 

Time:  7 pm 

Where: Swan Hill Library 

For:  All ages 

Cost:  Free 

Children under 12 need to be supervised by an adult.  
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January school holiday activities 

Keep an eye on the 

Library’s Facebook 

and Instagram pages 

and check out our 

website for further up-

dates on the holiday 

program.                              
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CJ’s Puppets Musical Adventure  

Come along and see CJ and his puppets and have lots of fun as they visit 

our library branches in January.  Featuring original songs, as well as 

classics such as ‘The Grand Old Duke of York’ and ‘Home Among the 

Gum Trees’, audience interaction and quick to learn dance moves, this 

show is an informative and entertaining experience.  

Tuesday, 17 January: 

Barham  11 am  -  11.45 pm Ph: 5480 1587 to book 

Moulamein 3.30 pm  -  4.15 pm Ph: 5480 1702 to book 

Wednesday, 18 January: 

Mathoura 11 am to 11.45 am Ph: 1300 087 004 to book 

Swan Hill 3.30 pm to 4.15 pm Ph: 5036 2480 to book 

‘CJ & his puppets’ is a free event for children of all ages. Bookings 

are essential. Contact 5036 2480 to reserve your place. 

LEGO at the Library 

Complete one of the many Lego challenges or enjoy free-play using your 

imagination to make a fantastic creation.  

When: Wednesday 4, 11 & 25 January 

Time:  2pm to 4pm 

Where: Swan Hill Library 

For:  Children aged 5+ 

Children under 12 must be supervised by an adult.  

Twilight Tales 

Come along to our special evening Storytime!  Pop on your pyjamas, grab a 

teddy and join us for some fun! We will enjoy stories and action rhymes 

followed by some delicious pizza! 

When:  Wednesday, 25 January 

Time:  7pm  

Where: Swan Hill Library 

For:  Children of all ages 

Cost:  Free 

Children under 12 must be supervised by an adult.  Bookings are 

essential. Contact 5036 2480 to reserve your place.  

Below are just a few of the many activities happening in the January 

school holidays. Check out the Library’s website or Facebook page.             

Note: Children under 12 must be accompanied by a parent or 

guardian.  
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Barham Library news 

Celebrating Grandparents Day 

The Barham library celebrated Grandparents Day with two events:  a 

morning tea following a special Move & Groove session, and then an after-

noon tea at the Lego/Sluban games afternoon the next day.   

The Library was fortunate to receive a gift voucher which was used for the 

food and art supplies to help celebrate the lovely Grandparents who came 

along with their grandchildren to the events.  

Get Online Week 

Barham Library participated in ‘Get Online Week: Try One Thing’ 

with online Ancestry/Genealogy the focus.  

Family search assistance was provided by a local volunteer from the  

Barham Koondrook Historical Society who provided handy search tips and 

tricks. 
 

Exhibitions 

Barham Library recently hosted the travelling exhibition Paintings from the 

Collection on loan from the State Library of NSW then hosted a display of 

some lovely art work by our local Barham/Koondrook Art Group.  

BARHAM LIBRARY  

Bringalong-a-Book 
Coffee and Chat 

Every second 
Tuesday at 11am 

Bring along a coffee 

and the book you’re 

currently reading 

(instant coffee is also 

available).  

Chat about what’s a 

good read or just 

listen in and enjoy the 

comfort of the Library. 

Move and Groove 

Thursday at 
10.30am 

Songs, dance, 

storytime and craft 

for toddlers and pre-

schoolers! 

MOULAMEIN 
LIBRARY  

At time of publication, 
the Moulamein Library 
is closed due to local 
floods.  
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Barham Library: Tuesday and Friday 12pm-5pm, Thursday 10am-

3pm, Saturday 10am-12pm. Phone (03) 5480 1587.  

Mathoura Library: Located in the Mathoura Visitor & Business   

Centre. Open Monday to Friday, 9am - 4pm. Phone: 1300 087 004. 

Moulamein Library: Tuesday and Friday 2pm-6.30pm, Saturday 

10am-12pm. Phone (03) 5480 1702. 

Robinvale Learning & Community Hub: Monday and Wednesday 

2pm-6pm, Thursday 9am-1pm, Saturday 10am-12pm.  Phone (03) 5036 

2461. 

Robinvale Library 
Holiday Program: 

 Normal Branch operating hours:  

Christmas operating times  

Barham Branch will be closing from 5pm on Tuesday, 20  December 

and reopening on Tuesday, 3 January at 12pm.  

Moulamein Branch will be closing from 6.30pm on Friday, 24           

December and reopening on Tuesday, 4 January at 2pm. 

Robinvale Learning & Community Hub:  will be closing at 1pm on 

Thursday 22 December and reopening on Wednesday, 4 January at 2pm. 

Branch Library news 

Rhonda from Barham Library, Ricki from Moulamein     

Library, Toneea & Heiata from the Robinvale Learning &         

Community Hub, and all the staff at the Mathoura        

Library: Amanda, Lynne, Rosa, Tiffany, Nancy, Kim & 

Roslyn would all like to wish everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and a safe and happy New Year! 

Barham and Moulamein Facebook page 

Like the Barham and Moulamein Library Facebook page to see what’s 

happening in your library.  

Keep an eye on the    

Library’s Facebook 

page and website                                       

library.swanhill.vic.gov.au 

for upcoming children’s  

activities during the   

January school           

holidays. 

Don’t forget to pick up 

your Big Summer Read 

packs!   



Swan Hill Regional Library 
Find us on Facebook or Instagram 

53 Campbell Street, Swan Hill. Victoria 3585 

Phone (03) 5036 2480 Fax (03) 5036 2483 

library@swanhill.vic.gov.au 

This service is provided by the Swan Hill Rural City Council 

We were delighted to meet rural romance writer Leonie Kelsall when 

she visited the Swan Hill and Robinvale libraries in November as part 

of her northern Victorian tour.  We heard all about what inspires       

Leonie to write, including her menagerie of rescue animals.  

Thank you to Cindy and Gavin from Collins Booksellers Echuca who 

supplied Leonie’s books for book signing and sales. In exciting news 

for the book lovers of the district, Cindy and Gavin will also be  

opening a Collins book store in Swan Hill in early January 2023! 

Leonie Kelsall author talk 

What are you looking forward to most about working in the library? 

I am excited to see how the library will progress while I work there. I look 

forward to being a part of new and present programs that will cater to 

different ages in the community. Getting to know the regular customers 

will be a highlight and learning more about how a library assists the   

community these days will be interesting, I know it has changed a lot 

since I was in school.  

Who are your favourite authors? 

I don’t have a favourite author, but I enjoy reading books based on true 

stories, especially stories based on unique experiences compared to 

mine.  

What are your favourite movies? 

Childhood favourite movie is The Lion King. 

Tell us one thing that is on your bucket list. 

As sad as the experience will be, I would love to visit                           
Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

Heiata Kei: Robinvale Library’s newest staff member! 


